HUMA 3457 Gnosticism

Oct. 30: Liturgy, Death, and the Divine Feminine
Read for Today: Denzey Lewis ch. 13-15; Gospel of the Egyptians; Treatise on the the Resurrection; Thunder: Perfect Mind.
Online Resources: Many have attempted to set Thunder: Perfect Mind to music. For a <ahem> interesting take on the enterprise see this video by Catherine Braslavsky and Joseph Rowe: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SFhD82z7aJQ
**Thunder: Perfect Mind analysis due today, if you chose that text **
1. A Gnostic Liturgy: Gospel of the Egyptians (Holy Book of the Great Invisible Spirit)

· two copies: one in Codex III and a fragmentary one in Codex IV

· Seth in Gos. Eg.: as composer of the book (68,1–69,5), as the establisher of baptism through Jesus (62,23–64,9)
· Five Seals ceremony in Gos. Eg.: introduction of the three heavenly powers (40,12–41,7); five emanations and doxologies (IV, 58,23–59,29; IV 60,30–III 50,17; 50,17–54,11; 54,11–56,22;  60,2–62,12); Seth establishes baptism (63,23–66,8); baptismal hymn (66,8–68,1)
· Five seals ceremony in Trimorphic Potennoia: 45,2–48,25

· Baptism in Valentinian (Marcosian) practice:

Others, again, lead them to a place where water is, and baptize them, with the utterance of these words, “Into the name of the unknown Father of the universe--into truth, the mother of all things--into Him who descended on Jesus--into union, and redemption, and communion with the powers.” Others still repeat certain Hebrew words, in order the more thoroughly to bewilder those who are being initiated, as follows: “Basema, Chamosse, Baoenaora, Mistadia, Ruada, Kousta, Babaphor, Kalachthei.” The interpretation of these terms runs thus: “I invoke that which is above every power of the Father, which is called light, and good Spirit, and life, because Thou hast reigned in the body.” Others, again, set forth the redemption thus: The name which is hidden from every deity, and dominion, and truth which Jesus of Nazareth was clothed with in the lives of the light of Christ—of Christ, who lives by the Holy Ghost, for the angelic redemption. The name of restitution stands thus: Messia, Uphareg, Namempsoeman, Chaldoeaur, Mosomedoea, Acphranoe, Psaua, Jesus Nazaria. The interpretation of these words is as follows: “I do not divide the Spirit of Christ, neither the heart nor the supercelestial power which is merciful; may I enjoy Thy name, O Saviour of truth!” Such are words of the initiators; but he who is initiated, replies, “I am established, and I am redeemed; I redeem my soul from this age (world), and from all things connected with it in the name of Iao, who redeemed his own soul into redemption in Christ who lives.” Then the bystanders add these words, “Peace be to all on whom this name rests.” After this they anoint the initiated person with balsam; for they assert that this unguent is a type of that sweet odour which is above all things. (Irenaeus, Against Heresies 1:21.3)
2. Redemption: A Gnostic Death Ritual
· Treatise on the Resurrection; perhaps Valentinian; teaches that the “resurrection has already happened”
· indebted to Paul (Jesus “swallowed up” death)

· death of James the Just in 62 CE: Eusebius, Hist. eccl. 2.23; Josephus, Ant. 20.9

· ascent of the soul in 1 ApJas. 33,28–38,11

· ascent of the soul according to the Marcosians (Irenaeus, Against Heresies, 1.20.5):
Others still there are who continue to redeem persons even up to the moment of death, by placing on their heads oil and water, or the pre-mentioned ointment with water, using at the same time the above-named invocations, that the persons referred to may become incapable of being seized or seen by the principalities and powers, and that their inner man may ascend on high in an invisible manner, as if their body were left among created things in this world, while their soul is sent forward to the Demiurge. And they instruct them, on their reaching the principalities and powers, to make use of these words: “I am a son from the Father—the Father who had a pre-existence, and a son in Him who is pre-existent. I have come to behold all things, both those which belong to myself and others, although, strictly speaking, they do not belong to others, but to Achamoth, who is female in nature, and made these things for herself. For I derive being from Him who is pre-existent, and I come again to my own place whence I went forth.” And they affirm that, by saying these things, he escapes from the powers. He then advances to the companions of the Demiurge, and thus addresses them:—“I am a vessel more precious than the female who formed you. If your mother is ignorant of her own descent, I know myself, and am aware whence I am, and I call upon the incorruptible Sophia, who is in the Father, and is the mother of your mother, who has no father, nor any male consort; but a female springing from a female formed you, while ignorant of her own mother, and imagining that she alone existed; but I call upon her mother.” And they declare, that when the companions of the Demiurge hear these words, they are greatly agitated, and upbraid their origin and the race of their mother. But he goes into his own place, having thrown [off] his chain, that is, his animal nature. These, then, are the particulars which have reached us respecting “redemption.” But since they differ so widely among themselves both as respects doctrine and tradition, and since those of them who are recognized as being most modern make it their effort daily to invent some new opinion, and to bring out what no one ever before thought of, it is a difficult matter to describe all their opinions.

3. Thunder: Perfect Mind
· other Gnostic texts draw upon the same material (On the Origin of the World, Reality of the Rulers, Gospel of Eve quoted by Epiphanius)

· riddle me this:

What goes on four legs in the morning, on two legs at noon, and on three legs in the evening?

No one seeing me sees me, but one who does not see beholds me.

One who does not speak speaks; one who does not run runs.

And I am a liar, yet say all things true

A human being begot me, and my father is supernatural.

He calls me Life, and I bring him death

Who has ascended to heaven and come down?

Who has gathered the wind in the hollow of the hand?

Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment?

Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is the person’s name?

And what is the name of the person’s child?

Surely you know!

I am a virgin woman, and the daughter of a virgin;

And I give birth once a year, remaining a virgin
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