HUMA 3457 Gnosticism

Nov. 20: The Gospel of Judas and the Gospel of Mary

Read for Today: Denzey Lewis ch. 20; Gospel of Judas; Gospel of Mary.

Online Resources: watch Bart Ehrman’s (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) lecture on the Gospel of Judas, filmed shortly after it was published in 2008: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qIXwSjyxe88
** Gospel of Judas analysis due today, if you chose that text **
1. Gospel of Judas
· the historical Judas; the three deaths of Judas Iscariot

· Judas manuscript also contains the Letter of Peter to Philip, Allogenes the Stranger, and the (First) Apocalypse of James
· publication timeline:

· 1947/mid-70s (?) discovery; from El-Minya in Middle-Egypt; sold to a dealer named Hanna

· 1983 Stephen Emmel (representing James Robinson) sees manuscript in Geneva 

· 1984 placed in New York safety-deposit box; attempt to sell it to Roger Bagnall of Columbia University 

· 2000 purchased by Frieda Tchakos, an art gallery owner in Geneva

· 2000 temporary sale to Bruce Ferrini an art dealer in Akron, Ohio; also offered to the Beinecke Library at Yale
· 2001 Tchakos sells manuscript to the Maecenas Foundation; donated to the Coptic Museum of Cairo

· 2004 Rudolph Kasser, a Swiss professor, announced at a 2005 Coptology conference that he was translating the text

· April 2006 publication of James Robinson’s Secrets of Judas; National Geographic documentary and critical edition debut

· 2007 publication of April DeConick’s The Thirteenth Apostle: What the Gospel of Judas Really Says; upsets NGS reading of the text

· 2010 new fragments published

· text is now 90-95% complete
· Irenaeus: “Others again declare that Cain derived his being from the Power above, and acknowledge that Esau, Korah, the Sodomites, and all such persons, are related to themselves. On this account, they add, they have been assailed by the Creator, yet no one of them has suffered injury. For Sophia was in the habit of carrying off that which belonged to her from them to herself. They declare that Judas the traitor was thoroughly acquainted with these things, and that he alone, knowing the truth as no others did, accomplished the mystery of the betrayal; by him all things, both earthly and heavenly, were thus thrown into confusion. They produce a fictitious history of this kind, which they style the Gospel of Judas” (Against Heresies 1.31.1; see also Epiphanius, Pan. 38)

· Judas as hero (Meyer) or villain (DeConick)

2. Gospel of Mary

· sources:

· Codex Berolinensis 8502 (5th c.) acquired in 1896 but not published until 1955; pp. 1-6 and 11-14 are missing (of 18 pages)

· POxy 3525 (3rd c.) overlaps with pp. 9-10; published 1988

· PRyl 463 (early 3rd c.) with 17-19; published 1938

· date of composition ca. 150-200 (?)

· Mary Magdalene in Christian tradition:

· the woman at the tomb (Mark 16:1-8 par)

· the exorcised benefactor (Luke 8:1-3) and the prostitute (Luke 7:36-38)

· the visionary (John 20:11-18)

· women leaders in early Christianity: Marcellina (ca. 150) Carpocratian preacher in Rome; Flora from Ptolemy’s epistle; tomb inscription of a Gnostic woman named Flavia Sophe; large role in Acts of the Apostles
· Gospel of Mary in popular culture: Dan Brown’s The Da Vinci Code (2003), Mary (2005; written and directed by Abel Ferrara), The X-Files (“Hollywood A.D.”)
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