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HUMA 3424 The History of the Bible

Jan. 22: Canon Formation
Read for Today: Wegner, chs. 7–10.
** Reading quiz in the first fifteen minutes of class today covering Wegner chs. 7 and 9 **
1. The Canon of the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament

· Pentateuch composed in various stages from ca. 1000–500 BCE; Deuteronomic History in the Exile (586–537 BCE); prophets before and after Exile

· witnesses to stages in the canonization process:

· Ezra’s covenant renewal ceremony establishes Pentateuch as authoritative (Nehemiah 8)

· Ecclesiasticus (aka Sirach) in 2nd cent. BCE earliest reference to threefold division of Tanakh: “the Law, the Prophets, and the writers succeeding them”; may not have include Daniel and Esther

· Josephus, Against Apion (90 CE) mentions a 22-book collection established in the 5th cent. BCE

· 2 Esdras (1st cent. CE), refers to a collection of 24 books set apart “for the worthy and the unworthy to read”

· threefold division also observable in Luke 24:44

· rabbinic literature also presupposes the tripartite division and lists 24 books (though with variation in arrangement)

· collection is Pharisaic—i.e., the Pharisees ultimately chose the texts, rather than other Jewish groups (Sadducees, Essenes)

· Rabbinic Judaism:

· after Jewish War (70 CE) Pharisees assemble at Yavneh (Jamnia) and lead coalition of Pharisees, scribes, and priests

· first task was to collect and preserve all the available memories, practices and rituals of traditional religion, so that when the Temple was rebuilt the cult could be resumed

· but these needed to be re-interpreted for new situations

· establish midrash (“to investigate, to seek”)

· 135 Jewish Revolt led to crisis: circumcision, training of rabbis, teaching of Torah forbidden by law; academy at Yavneh disbanded; need to preserve oral traditions

· 135–160 begin to create the Mishnah (“learning by repetition”); completed in 200

· 160 regrouped at Usha in Lower Galilee and there settled the canon

· Ezekiel, Esther, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Songs in contention

· selection criteria: conformity to Pentateuch, composition in Hebrew, antiquity, use

· 250 Pirke Avoth (Chapters of the Fathers): supplies rabbinic genealogy going back to Moses; not one Torah but two: oral and written

· Tosefta, a “supplement” to the Mishnah composed in Palestine 250–350

· Sifra also written at this time; attempted to subordinate the Oral to the Written Torah

· 5th cent. Palestinian Talmud (“study”): study of Mishnah
· 6th cent. Babylonian Talmud
· “What is Torah” asks the Babylonian Talmud, “It is: the interpretation of Torah”

· Samaritan Pentateuch:

· Samaritans separated from other Jews following the return from Exile

· their Bible contains only the Pentateuch

· contains eleventh commandment to build the temple on Mt. Gerazim

· Masoretes: 6–10th cent. scholars supplied the vowels to Hebrew scriptures

· Septuagint (LXX): Greek translation of the Hebrew scriptures ca. 200–100 BCE; includes additional texts; apparently unaware of Masoretic tradition of reading

2. The Canon of the New Testament

· first Christian scripture was the Septuagint (LXX) and Testimonia 

· witnesses to stages in the canonization process:

· 2 Peter 3:15–16 (ca. 125 CE?) refers to Paul and “other scripture”

· gospels treated as “secular” literature into the mid-second century

· ca. 150 Justin Martyr refers to them as “memoirs of the apostles”; does not seem to know them by name, and even combined them in a gospel harmony

· ca. 150 Tatian creates another gospel harmony: the Diatessaron (“of the four”)

· ca. 150 Marcion creates first Christian canon: edited versions of ten of Paul’s letters and the Gospel of Luke

· ca. 180 Irenaeus, bishop of Lyon in France, considered all four NT gospels as authorities and named them for the first time; also valued the letters of Paul, 1 Peter and 1 John and calls “scripture” the Shepherd of Hermas and the Wisdom of Solomon
· ca. 200 Canon Muratori: oldest surviving list ; no mention of Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, 3 John; includes Wisdom of Solomon, Hermas, and Apocalypse of Peter

· 3rd cent. (?) Codex Claromontanus: no Hebrews and seems to accept Hermas, Acts of Paul, and Apocalypse of  Peter

· ca. 250 Origen: those about which opinions differed include 2, 3 John and 2 Peter, James and Jude and Hermas; some doubt about Hebrews

· ca. 311 Eusebius: still in debate: Hebrews, James, Jude, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John; Revelation still not completely accepted; 1 Clement and Hermas still used in public worship in some places

· ca. 367 Athanasius (39th Festal Letter): 27-book canon affirmed but Wisdom of Solomon, Didache, and Hermas may be read in private

· the canon according to early “Bibles”:

· Cod. Sinaiticus (4th c.): includes Hermas and Barnabas
· Cod. Vaticanus (4th c.)

· Cod. Alexandrinus (5th c.): includes 1 and 2 Clement
· Revelation no firm place in the canon of the Greek church until the 10th cent.; Syrian canon included the Diatessaron and 3 Corinthians until the 5th cent.; in eastern Syria no minor catholic letters, 1 & 2 Timothy, Titus, etc. and Revelation; other differences in Coptic-Arabic, Ethiopic, and Armenian churches 

· criteria for inclusion: apostolic origin, apostolic tradition, acceptance

