HUMA 3422 Interpreting the New Testament II
Jan. 29: The Gospel of Mark
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, ch. 7; Gospel of Mark, Secret Gospel of Mark; 2 Kings 2–5 (Bible).
1. What’s in a beginning? Reading Mark 1

2. Who wrote the Gospel of Mark?

· the earliest tradition we have about Mark is offered by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis (ca. 140?)

“Mark became the interpreter of Peter and wrote down accurately all that he remembered of the things said and done by the Lord, not indeed in the (right) order, because he had not heard the Lord nor had he followed him, but later on, as I said, he had followed Peter, who used to give his teachings as demanded by necessity, not, however, in order to make a composition of the words of the Lord. Thus Mark did nothing wrong in writing down individual pieces just as he remembered them. For only to one thing he gave his attention, to leave out nothing of what he had heard and to make no false statements in them.” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3.39.15)

· another important tradition comes from Clement of Alexandria (ca. 150-215):

“…when Peter was in Rome preaching the word openly and proclaiming the gospel by the spirit, those present, who were many, entreated Mark, as one who followed him for a long time and remembered what was said, to record what was spoken; but that after he composed the gospel, he shared it with those who wanted it; that, when Peter found out about it, he did not actively discourage or encourage it.” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 6.14.5-7) 

· Papias and Clement may be influenced here by 1 Peter 5:13: “Your sister church in Babylon (i.e., Rome), chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark.”

· Historians are on more solid ground if they used the text itself to determine its origins, not tradition

· external evidence: earliest physical evidence of Mark is contained in P45 (middle 3rd. c)

· internal evidence:

· Mark likely was not Jewish and did not write in Palestine

· he sometimes explains Jewish customs to his readers (see Mark 7:1-3)

· he translates the Aramaic expressions he used (5:41; 7:11, 34; 11:9-10; 14:36; 15:22, 34, 42).

· geographical references are problematic (see Mark 7:31 and 5:1-13)

· date of composition:

· the “desolating sacrilege” set up in the Temple (13:14-16) as a sign of the end of the age may refer to an attempt by the emperor Claudius to erect a statue of himself as Zeus in the Temple around 41

· references to the fall of the Temple: curse of the fig tree (11:12-14 and 20-24), Parable of the Wicked Tenants (12:1-9), prediction of the Temple’s destruction (13:1-2), Temple veil torn in two (15:38)

· predictions of persecution (13:3-37)

3. Writing the Gospel of Mark

· Mark’s story has three main sections: the Galilean section (1:15-8:26), a Jerusalem section (10:46-16:8), and in between there is a central, journey section

· Galilean section contains a group of conflict stories that build to a climax (2:1-3:6) and several miracles which parallel stories of Elijah and Elisha from 2 Kings 2-5 (4:35-41; 5:21-43; 6:30-44; 8:1-21); for interest in Elijah in first-century Judaism see Micah 3:1-13; 4:4-6; Ben Sira 48:1-14

· journey section contains three tightly structured discipleship teaching cycles, each beginning with Jesus foretelling his impending death (the “passion predictions”): Jesus foretells his coming passion (8:31; 9:31; 10:33–34), the disciples demonstrate their misunderstanding (8:32; 9:32–34; 10:35–41), and Jesus responds with a teaching on discipleship (8:34–9:1; 9:35–37; 10:42–45)

· the Jerusalem section, comprising, for the most part, the Passion Narrative, likely a written source used by Mark

4. Text-Critical Issues

· Abiathar vs. Ahimelech in Mark 2:23-28

· Isaiah and Malachi in Mark 1:1-3

· what does the Son know in Mark 13:32?

· pity or anger in Mark 1:41?

5. What’s in an ending? Secrecy and Mark 16:1-8
Epilogue: The Secret Gospel of Mark
· Helmut Koester’s theory of Mark’s composition:
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