HUMA 3422 The New Testament II

Jan. 22: Literary criticism and the Gospels
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, ch. 5-6.
1. From Oral tradition to Written Gospels

· gospels written between 35 and 70 years after Jesus’ death but draw upon orally-circulating material

· evidence: Acts says the apostles were illiterate; Luke says he acquired information from Christians who had told stories about Jesus; Papias (writing ca. 110-120) said he valued oral traditions over literary; Paul (writing ca. 50-65) got his information from others

· oral tradition in other cultures: poetry assumed a fixed form, oratory and narrative did not; “not a single verifiable case of verbatim memory for extensive oral utterance”

· example of variation in Jesus traditions: The Prohibition on Divorce (1 Cor 7:10-11; Matt 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12)

“the wife should not separate from her husband (but if she does, let her remain single or else be reconciled to her husband) — and that the husband should not divorce his wife” (1 Cor 7:10-11)

	Matt 19:9
	Mark 10:11-12

	I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another, commits adultery.
	And he said to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another, commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.’ 


	Matt 5:32
	Luke 16:18

	But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground of unchastity, makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
	Every one who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.


2. Form Criticism

· gospels are apparently collections of loosely connected series of stories (or “pericopes”) ; connected with “and,” “and immediately”, “and then”, “and again”, etc.

· K.L. Schmidt: “pearls on a string”

· form critics try to bring the pericope back to its less-developed form

· two main authors responsible: Bultmann and Dibelius

· examples: 

1. Chreiai: short stories in which something happens, or someone says something which provokes an illuminating response from the chief actor; most common type is the controversy story

Mark 2:15-18

And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples — for there were many who followed him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

Parallels:

Darius begged for peace and offered Alexander (the Great) 10,000 talents and also half of Asia Minor. Parmenio said, ‘If I were Alexander, I would take it.’ Alexander replied, ‘So would I, by God, if I were Parmenio!’ (Plutarch, Morals 180C)

It happened that a certain heathen came before Shammai and said to him, ‘Make me a proselyte, on condition that you teach me the whole Torah while I stand on one foot.’ Thereupon he repulsed him with the builder’s cubit which was in his hand. When he went before Hillel, he (Hillel) said to him, ‘What is hateful to you, so not to your neighbour: that is the whole Torah, while the rest is commentary thereof; go and learn it.’ (Shabbath 31a)

2. Miracle Stories
· example 1: Widow’s Son at Nain (Luke 7:1-10) vs. Life of Apollonios 4:5

	Common Form
	Widow’s Son at Nain
	Apollonios (Life, 4:5)

	1. Setting

2. Extent of tragedy

3. Healer appears

4. Cease mourning/

stop the bier
5. The cure

6. Proof of effectiveness

7. Reaction of witnesses
	
	A young girl seems to have died

in the very hour of her marriage and the bridegroom was following the bier weeping over his unfulfilled marriage. Rome mourned also, for it happened that the dead girl was from one of the best families. 

Apollonios, happening to be present where they were mourning,

said, “Put down the bier, for I will end your weeping for this girl,” and at the same time he asked what her name was.

The bystanders thought that he was going to give a speech like those which people give at burials to heighten everyone’s sorrow. But he didn’t; instead he touched her and saying something no one could hear,

awakened the girl who seemed dead.

And the girl spoke and went back to her father’s house, just like Alcestis who was brought back to her life by Herakles.

And when the relatives of the girl offered Apollonios 150,000 silver pieces as a reward, he replied that he would return it to the child as a gift for her dowry.


· example 2: Matt 8:28-34 (The Gadarene Demoniacs)

	Standard Form
	Gerasene (Gadarene) Demoniac

	1. meeting the demon(s)

2. description of the dangerous character of the possession

3. recognition of the exorcist

4. the exorcism

5. demonstration of success
	


Parallels:

“A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, ‘give it to the people and let them eat.’ But his servant said, ‘How can I set this before a hundred people?’ So he repeated, ‘Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, “They shall eat and have some left.”’ He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.” (2 Kings 4:42-44)

3. Parables: 

· example: Lost Sheep  (Matt 18: 12-14): “If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.”

· Parables also found in OT, rabbinics, Epictetus

4. Legends:

· religious stories of a saintly person in whose works and fate interest is taken (e.g., the Passion, temple scene, birth and infancy narratives)

3. Inventing Jesus

· is some of the material from the gospel pure invention?

Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to him, “Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?” Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that day.” (Mark 2:18-22)

TUTORIAL WORK

Read the text below. Rate this text as a historical document—e.g., when was it written, by whom, for what purpose, what kind of text is it, what are the strengths and weaknesses of the text as a resource for reconstructing the historical events which it describes?

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.

Pierre Elliott Trudeau. The very words convey so many things to so many people. Statesman, intellectual, professor, adversary, outdoorsman, lawyer, journalist, author, prime minister. 

But more than anything, to me, he was dad. 

And what a dad. He loved us with the passion and the devotion that encompassed his life. He taught us to believe in ourselves, to stand up for ourselves, to know ourselves and to accept responsibility for ourselves. 

We knew we were the luckiest kids in the world. And we had done nothing to actually deserve it. PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Justin Trudeau "
It was instead something that we would have to spend the rest of our lives to work very hard to live up to. 

He gave us a lot of tools. We were taught to take nothing for granted. He doted on us but didn’t indulge. 

Many people say he didn’t suffer fools gladly, but I’ll have you know he had infinite patience with us. 

He encouraged us to push ourselves, to test limits, to challenge anyone and anything. 

There were certain basic principles that could never be compromised. 

As I guess it is for most kids, in Grade 3, it was always a real treat to visit my dad at work. 

As on previous visits this particular occasion included a lunch at the parliamentary restaurant which always seemed to be terribly important and full of serious people that I didn’t recognize. 

But at eight, I was becoming politically aware. And I recognized one whom I knew to be one of my father's chief rivals. 

Thinking of pleasing my father, I told a joke about him — a generic, silly little grade school thing. 

My father looked at me sternly with that look I would learn to know so well, and said: ‘Justin, Never attack the individual. We can be in total disagreement with someone without denigrating them as a consequence.’

Saying that, he stood up and took me by the hand and brought me over to introduce me to this man. He was a nice man who was eating there with his daughter, a nice-looking blond girl a little younger than I was. 

He spoke to me in a friendly manner for a bit and it was at that point that I understood that having opinions that are different from those of another does not preclude one being deserving of respect as an individual. 

This simple tolerance and (recognition of) the real and profound dimensions of each human being, regardless of beliefs, origins, or values — that's what he expected of his children and that’s what he expected of our country. 

He demanded this with love, love of his sons, love of his country, and it's for this that we so love the letters, the flowers, the dignity of the crowds, and we say to him, farewell. 

All that to thank him for having loved us so much. 

My father’s fundamental belief never came from a textbook. It stemmed from his deep love for and faith in all Canadians and over the past few days, with every card, every rose, every tear, every wave and every pirouette, you returned his love. 

It means the world to Sacha and me. 

Thank you. 

We have gathered from coast to coast to coast, from one ocean to another, united in our grief, to say goodbye. 

But this is not the end. He left politics in ‘84. But he came back for Meech. He came back for Charlottetown. He came back to remind us of who we are and what we're all capable of. 

But he won't be coming back anymore. It's all up to us, all of us, now. 

The woods are lovely, dark and deep. He has kept his promises and earned his sleep. 

Je t'aime Papa.

