HUMA 3422 Interpreting the New Testament II
April 2: The Historical Jesus
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, chs. 15-19.
Online resources: Richard Carrier is a prominent proponent of the view that Jesus did not exist. He has a large presence on the internet, including several long videos of his lectures. This relatively short one (about an hour) will give you a sense of how he arrived at his position.

A. Brief History of the Quest of the Historical Jesus

1. The “First Quest”: The Bible prior to the Enlightenment (17th/18th c.)

· “natural literalism”

· scientific method: Aristotle vs. Galileo

· scientific method and the Bible

· opposition: Thomas Aikenhead and Thomas Woolston

2. The “Old Quest”: Reimarus to Schweitzer

· Hermann Samuel Reimarus (1694-1768), The Intention of Jesus and His Disciples (1778)

· began the distinction between Jesus in history and Jesus in the Gospels

· David Friedrich Strauss (1808-1874), The Life of Jesus Critically Examined (1835)

· some of the stories of the gospels are better understood as symbolic narratives rather than as historically factual reports

3. “No Quest”

· Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965), The Quest of the Historical Jesus (1906)

· reaffirmed the apocalypticism of Jesus

4. The “New Quest” (1950s and 1960s)

· Ernst Käsemann’s address on The Problem of the Historical Jesus (1953)

· importance of the earthly Jesus for early Christians

5. The “Third Quest” (1970s to present)

· no longer “in-house”; historical method

· the Jesus Seminar; John D. Crossan, The Historical Jesus: The Life of a Mediterranean Jewish Peasant (1991)

B. Methodology: The Criteria of Authenticity

1. Criterion of Contextual Credibility: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it reflects an Aramaic language-world and the cultural context of first-century Palestinian Judaism 

2. Criterion of Multiple (Independent) Attestation: an event mentioned in several independent documents is more likely to be historical than an event mentioned in one
3. Criterion of Dissimilarity: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it is distinguished from what is characteristic of the early church and/or first century Judaism

4. Criterion of Embarrassment: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it contains information that is potentially embarrassing for the church.

5. Criterion of Coherence: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it is consistent with other well-authenticated traditions
Sample problems: “Son of Man” sayings (par. 69 Mark 2:27-28 only; par. 49); the Rich Man and Lazarus (par. 177), the Baptism of Jesus (par. 6)
