HUMA 2830 Founders of Christianity

Nov. 27: The Apocryphal Paul
Read for today’s class: Ehrman ch. 24; Acts of Paul and Thecla (PDF); Pseudo-Clementine Romance (3. Kerygmata Petrou) (PDF); 3 Corinthians (PDF).


1. What do we mean by “Apocrypha”?

· “apokryphos” = secret, hidden, esoteric

· from time of Irenaeus (ca. 180) onwards becomes pejorative (=forged, false)

· “canon” = standard, rule; “canonical” vs. “non-canonical”

· for some early writers “apocrypha” are texts that are not authoritative but can be read in private

· Old Testament Apocrypha vs. New Testament Apocrypha

· resources: NASSCAL

2. The Apocryphal Acts

· the five Great Apocryphal Acts: Thomas, Andrew, Peter, Paul, John

· also have later texts: Martyrdom of Matthew, Acts of Philip, Acts of Barnabas, Acts of Mark, Martyrdom of the Holy Apostle Ananias

· composed ca. end 2nd century, early 3rd century

· possible author: Leucius Charinus; more likely individual writers collecting popular legends of the apostle

· brought together as a corpus in Manicheism

· contents: texts spin out of the tradition that, after Jesus’ death, the world was divided between the twelve apostles for missionary work; Gnostic-sounding speeches and miracle stories; common to the texts is a rigid celibate asceticism, often seen in female characters who renounce their husbands to become celibate Christians
· were the authors women? Stevan L. Davies (The Revolt of the Widows: The Social world of the Apocryphal Acts, 1980) believes the authors were the “widows” often mentioned in NT texts (Acts 6:1-6, 9:36-42; 1 Tim 5:3-16): “it seems clear that the technical term ‘widow’ might often apply to a woman, virgin or widow, particularly dedicated to continence and Christian piety” (Davies, 71)

· affinities with ancient “romance” literature

· orthodox edited the Acts into summaries and retained the martyrdoms

· summaries by 10th century writer Simeon Metaphrastes most well-known

· Menologia: a type of liturgical book used by the Greek Orthodox Church which feature extensive lives of saints to be read during the festivals for particular saints

· non-Greek versions produced outside of the Christian world (Armenia, Syria, Ethiopia) less likely to be revised

3. Acts of Paul
· Tertullian (ca. 200) mentions it; Hippolytus ca. 204; also Origen; only gradually declared heretical

· Paul and Thecla was transmitted as an independent piece; Thecla more the star here than Paul

· written in Asia Minor ca. 185-195 by a presbyter who assembled the material out of “love for Paul”; removed from office for it

· “orthodox” and “heretical” elements in the text
· Denis R. MacDonald, The Legend and the Apostle: Pastorals (householders) vs. Acts of Paul (ascetics)

· Related texts: 3 Corinthians and Acts of Thecla
	Pastorals
	Acts of Paul 

	· emphasize submission of women

· 1 Tim 2:12: I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man

· 1 Tim 4:3 deals with opponents: they forbid marriage and demand abstinence from foods; says you can drink a little wine (5:23)

· 1 Tim 4:7: have nothing to do profane myths and old wives’ tales

· “godliness” over physical training (1 Tim 4:8)

· to teach: set example in speech, conduct, love, faith purity; read scripture publicly; don’t neglect gift in you (?)

· leadership given by council by laying on of hands (1 Tim 4:14)

· young widows should remarry (5:11); otherwise they become busybodies

· 2 Tim refers to Hermogenes as an enemy and Onesiphorus

· 2 Tim 2:18 mentions two figures who claim the resurrection has already taken place

· heretics “captivate silly women” who “can never arrive at a knowledge of the truth” (2 Tim 3:6)

· Titus urges women to remain in the household, love their husbands, their children, be kind, chaste, submissive (2:3-5)
	


4. Other Pauline Apocrypha

· Paul and Seneca: composed by 392 (Jerome mentions it) and believed authentic down to the beginning of the Renaissance; Seneca was the most famous philosopher of his day and was an advisor to Nero

· the Pseudo-Titus Epistle: discovered in 1896 in a Latin manuscript of the 8th cent.; refers to apocryphal acts and apocryphal apocalypses; commends life of chastity; likely composed ca. 5th cent.
5. Anti-Pauline Groups: Jewish-Christians Strike Back

· Cerinthus: Christians must be circumcised; said to disagree with Paul on this issue

· Encratites: rejected his epistles

· Elchasites: uttered blasphemies against Paul

· Ebionites: Jewish-Christian sect based in northern Judea/Palestine and southern Syria; believed Christians must be circumcised, do not accept the virgin birth, do not read Paul

· some of them developed a legend to explain Paul’s opposition to the law: “They declare that he was a Greek...He went up to Jerusalem, they say, and when he had spent some time there, he was seized with a passion to marry the daughter of the priest. For this reason he became a proselyte and was circumcised. Then, when he failed to get the girl, he flew into a rage and wrote against circumcision and against the Sabbath and the Law”

· Pseudo-Clementine Romance may have been written by Ebionite Christians

· grew out of an earlier text called Kerygmata Petrou (Proclamation of Peter); composed ca. 200 CE

