HUMA 3421 Interpreting the New Testament I
Nov. 6: The Legacy of Paul II: The Pastoral Epistles and the Book of Acts
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, chs. 19 & 26 (pp. 449–59); 1 & 2 Timothy; Titus

1. The Pastoral Epistles I: Authorship

· we have seen the names of Timothy and Titus in Paul’s previous letters and in Acts; according to the situation that lies behind the letters, they are no longer with Paul; he has left them as settled overseers in Asia Minor and Crete; Paul writes these letters to them to instruct them on how to organize the churches

· the letters could have been written during Paul’s protracted trials and journey to Rome 

· reason, however, to suggest that they were not written by Paul

· literary evidence: over one third of their vocabulary is unique; most of the unique words are common to 2nd c. writings (particularly in Polycarp); some words used in different ways: “righteousness” here means upright and moral rather than in the sense of justification

· intellectual evidence: faith no longer means trust, but a body of doctrine, a set of standard beliefs; he says young widows should marry (1 Tim 5:14 but see 1 Cor 7:8); candidates for church office must be married; women are forbidden to preach in church; expects set of moral criteria of church leaders

· historical evidence: seems to assume gospels (or a gospel) are written and refers to them (it) as “scripture”; the “time that is coming” (2 Tim 4:3; 1 Tim 4:1-3) my hint at the author’s time; assumes that there is a set of standard beliefs, “sound doctrine”

· letters also concerned less with conduct of insiders (like a closed off group) but with how to present themselves to outsiders (assuming a more visible group); see this particularly in instructions on how to conduct oneself with the authorities (1 Tim 2:1-4; Tit 3:1)

2. The Pastoral Epistles II: Institutionalization

· in the Pastorals we see the beginning of hierarchical organization

· some of the names of the offices are mentioned in Paul’s early letters; he refers to the bishop (episkopos) and deacon (diakonos) (Philippians 1:1 greets the deacons and bishops; Romans 16:1 names Pheobe a deacon 1 Thess 5:12); the “elders” are also a body of authority

· in the Pastorals these offices are laid out in detail

· the head of the hierarchy is the bishop (“overseer”), a ruler over the congregations in a city or region; a paid position; must not be a recent convert

· the credentials for the office (1 Tim 3:1-7, deacons 3:8-13) seem to be just qualities that make a good leader, and respectable by outsiders, and are common enough in antiquity; a similar list of characteristics are set down for the good general by Onadander, a writer contemporary to Paul: “We must choose a general, not because of noble birth as priests are chosen, nor because of wealth as the superintendents of the gymnasia, but because he is temperate, self-restrained, vigilant, frugal, hardened to labour, alert, free from avarice, neither too young nor too old, indeed a father of children if possible, a ready speaker, and a man with a good reputation” (Strategikos 1.1)

· must also manage household well: “he must manage his own household well, keeping his children submissive and respectful in every way – for if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how can he take care of God’s church” (1 Tim 3:4)

3. Acts of the Apostles

· part 2 of Luke; composed 80–85 CE or 120? 140? 
· Luke presents the church as an orderly progressing institution moving out into the world, as well as away from Judaism but hints in Acts that the growth of the church was not quite so “orderly”

· Luke/Acts as a mediating text—i.e., it brings disparate Christian groups together in one myth of origins

· Acts presents the movement of Christianity from Jews to Gentiles as a gradual process with multiple stages
A. The activities of the Jerusalem Church (Acts 1-5)

· Jerusalem church appears thoroughly Jewish: they daily attend the temple at the hours of prayer, and come together there for mutual support and to teach and evangelize

· also have unique (perhaps apocalyptic) social structure (Acts 4:32-37)

· two leaders: Peter and James

· the James ossuary

B. Hebrews vs. Hellenists (Acts 6-7)

· two groups of Christians now in Jerusalem: Hellenists (Jews who had adopted Greek ways, probably originally from the Diaspora but returned to the land) and the Hebrews (James’ and Peter’s group)

· Stephen was one of the Hellenists (activities and martyrdom in 6:8-60)

· Stephen’s death leads to increase in persecution but apparently only against the Hellenists; leads to the dispersion of the Hellenists

· Philip (a Hellenist, not an apostle) preaches in Samaria and to an Ethiopian eunuch in Gaza: the message goes to marginal Jews

C.  The Conversion of Paul (9:1-30)

· Paul was the enemy not of Christians but of Hellenist Christians

· after his “conversion,” Paul comes to Jerusalem; the disciples fear him (understandable) but Barnabas stands up for him and apparently gains their support; but the Hellenists, those whom he once persecuted, try to kill him

· who is Paul preaching to at this point in the story?

D. Peter and Cornelius (10:1-11:18)

· Cornelius, a centurion living in Caesarea, and “a devout man who feared God” (10:2)

· Peter’s vision: an array of food, including food that is forbidden to Jews, but a voice tells him that he may eat it

· Peter goes to Caesarea to meet Cornelius and baptizes the household

· the Jerusalem Christians declare: “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life” (11:18)

· God-fearers now granted membership in the community and Jewish-Christians allowed to eat with them

E. The Mission to the Gentiles (Acts 11:19-14:28)

· Hellenist Jewish-Christians preach to Gentiles in Antioch (11:9-25); Jerusalem sends Barnabas to investigate; sends for Paul to join him

· 13:13-14:28 Paul and Barnabas journey to  Antioch of Pisidia and Iconium

· individuals from Judea come to Antioch saying circumcision necessary for salvation (15:1); Paul and Barnabas journey to Jerusalem to ask for advice (the Jerusalem Council)

· Peter comes to Paul’s defense

· James agrees but stipulates certain requirements: “to abstain from things polluted by idols and from fornication (unchastity) and from whatever has been strangled and from blood (food containing blood and therefore unclean by Jewish dietary laws)” (15:20)

· what are these stipulations? they are the so-called Noachian precepts connected with the covenant made between God and Noah in Gen 9:1-7
F. The Journeys of Paul (Acts 16-28:15)
· focuses on Paul’s preaching mission; he goes from place-to-place and goes into his typical routine of preaching in the synagogue, resistance from Jews when Gentiles are interested, rejection of Jews, persecution (trials, etc.)

· journey eventually leads to Rome; there Paul meets Roman believers and Jews who are sympathetic to him; again Paul preaches to Jews, with some convinced but others not

· Paul leaves them and us with a final message against the Jews (Acts 28:25-28)

· Paul is now at the centre of the known world, preaching the gospel to Gentiles only

4. The Jerusalem Council (Discussion)

	Galatians
	Acts

	1. Conversion: “but when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased to reveal his son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles” (1:15)

2. Initial Missionary Work: “I did not confer with any human being, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles before me” 1:16-17); instead he went to Arabia and back to Damascus (1:17)

3.First Jerusalem Visit: after three years went up to Jerusalem and spoke to Cephas; stayed 15 days; saw also only James (1:18-19); went to regions of Syria and Cilicia to churches already there (1:20-24)

4.Second Jerusalem Visit: after 14 years goes to Jerusalem with Titus and Barnabas; “in response to a revelation”

5. Debate Over Circumcision: “false believers” opposed him;  “acknowledged leaders” agree that he is entrusted with gospel for the uncircumcised “just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the circumcised” (2:7-8)

6. James, Cephas, and John give hand of fellowship to Paul and Barnabas; agree that should go to Gentiles and they to circumcised; “they asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do” (2:10)

7. Cephas in Antioch: table fellowship hypocrisy;  “fear of the circumcision faction”; other Jews follow him and Barnabas too; Paul openly criticizes Cephas for this behaviour (2:14)

	


