HUMA 3421 Interpreting the New Testament I
Oct. 30: The Legacy of Paul I: The Deutero-Pauline Epistles
Read for today’s class: Ehrman ch. 25, pp. 434–48; 2 Thessalonians, Colossians, Ephesians

1. Geography Lesson

· Ephesus: a center of travel and commerce; one of the greatest seaports of the ancient world; three major roads led from the seaport

· Temple of Artemis: considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world

· Library of Celsus: built in 115-25 CE; held approximately 15,000 scrolls

· Theater: held 25,000 people; built in the Hellenistic period and renovated by several Roman emperors

· see some 3600 images at: http://www.sailturkey.com/panoramas/ephesus/
· Colossae: founded by Epaphras (Col. 1:7); connections with Philemon: mentions Onesimus (4:7), Archippus (4:17)

2. Delay of the Parousia

· “parousia” is a Greek word meaning “coming”; refers to when Jesus will return to usher in the kingdom of God

· earliest Christian writings, Paul and Mark, suggest this event will come soon

· “…we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died…Then we who are alive, who are left , will be caught up into the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air” (1 Thess 4:15, 17)

· signs of the end in Mark: false messiahs will come, wars and rumours of wars, earthquakes and famines, persecution of believers, a “desolating sacrilege” will be set up “where it ought not to be”; “Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place…but about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” (Mark 13:30, 32 par)

· the Jewish war of 66-70 CE left Jerusalem was left in ruins, its people taken away in bondage, and became a Roman city

· this led to a re-evaluation of the timing of the parousia; two options: delay the parousia, or transform it into a metaphor

· delay of parousia can be seen in Luke: “Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is! or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.” (Luke 17:20-21)

· consider also: “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23-27)

3. Authorship and Authority

· Pseudepigraphy: pseud=false, epigraphas=superscription
· authorship in antiquity runs on a spectrum: from the author’s actual own work, to a text in a writer’s name which follows in a “school” of thought, to a text without valid authority, to plagiarism, to forgery

· ancients viewed authorship in terms of authority not production, i.e. whose identity, body of teaching, lies behind the message of the text (e.g., Plato)

· what does it mean for a text to say it is “from Paul”? consider other names in the superscriptions of Paul’s letters (Timothy, Sosthenes, Silvanus), what is the role of the scribe?

4. Criteria for Authenticity in the Disputed Letters (Discussion)

5. Household Rules

· the household code is a topos (motif) found in Greek literature including Aristotle and Plutarch; typically addressed to the proper conduct of free men and how he should behave in relation to women, children and slaves

· in the Greek literature these rules are also tied to the cosmic order so that fulfillment of them maintains order

· not common in Judaism because the commandment to honour one’s parents was extended to apply to the other cases as well

· ascetics vs. householders in early Christianity

Household Codes in the Disputed Letters

	Col 3:18-4:1
	Eph 5:21-6:9

	18. Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19. Husbands, love your wives and do not be embittered against them. 20. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is pleasing in the Lord. 21. Fathers, do not provoke your children, so they will not become disheartened. 22. Slaves, obey your earthly masters in every respect, not only when they are watching—like those who are strictly people-pleasers—but with a sincere heart, fearing the Lord. 23. Whatever you are doing, work at it with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not for people, 24. because you know that you will receive your inheritance from the Lord as the reward. Serve the Lord Christ. 25. For the one who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and there are no exceptions.

4:1 Masters, treat your slaves with justice and fairness, because you know that you also have a master in heaven.
	22. Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord, 23. because the husband is the head of the wife as also Christ is the head of the church—he himself being the savior of the body. 24. But as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 25. Husbands, love your wives just as Christ loved the church and gave himself for her 26. to sanctify her by cleansing her with the washing of the water by the word, 27. so that he may present the church to himself as glorious—not having a stain or wrinkle, or any such blemish, but holy and blameless. 28. In the same way husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29. For no one has ever hated his own body but he feeds it and takes care of it, just as Christ also does the church, 30. for we are members of his body. 31. For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and will be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. 32. This mystery is great—but I am actually speaking with reference to Christ and the church. 33. Nevertheless, each one of you must also love his own wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.

6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord for this is right. 2. “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment accompanied by a promise, namely, 3. “that it may go well with you and that you will live a long time on the earth.” 4. Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but raise them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 5. Slaves, obey your human masters with fear and trembling, in the sincerity of your heart as to Christ, 6. not like those who do their work only when someone is watching—as people-pleasers—but as slaves of Christ doing the will of God from the heart. 7. Obey with enthusiasm, as though serving the Lord and not people, 8. because you know that each person, whether slave or free, if he does something good, this will be rewarded by the Lord. 9. Masters, treat your slaves the same way, giving up the use of threats, because you know that both you and they have the same master in heaven, and there is no favoritism with him. 


Appendix: The Epistle to the Laodiceans


1. Paul, an apostle not of men and through man, but through Jesus Christ, to the brethren who are in Laodicea: 2. Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


3. I thank Christ in all my prayer that you are steadfast in him and persevering in his works, in expectation of the promise for the day of judgement. 4. And may you not be deceived by the vain talk of some people who tell (you) tales that they may lead you away from the truth of the gospel which is proclaimed by me.


5. And now may God grant that those who come from me for the furtherance of the truth of the gospel (…) may be able to serve and to do good works for the well-being of eternal life. 6. And now my bonds are manifest, which I suffer in Christ, on account of which I am glad and rejoice. 7. This ministers to me unto eternal salvation, which (itself) is effected through your prayers and by the help of the Holy Spirit, whether it be through life or through death.


8. For my life is in Christ and to die is joy (to me). 9. And this will his mercy work in you, that you may have the same love and be of one mind. 10. Therefore, beloved, as you have heard in my presence, so hold fast and do in fear of God, and eternal life will be your portion. 11. For it is God who works in you.


12. And do without hesitation what you do. 13. And for the rest, beloved, rejoice in Christ and beware of those who are out for sordid gain. 14. May all your requests be manifest before God, and be ye steadfast in the mind of Christ. 15. And what is pure, true, proper, just and lovely, do. 16. And what you have heard and received, hold in your heart and peace be with you.


[17. Salute all the brethren with the holy kiss.] 18. The saints salute you. 19. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 20. And see that this epistle is read to the Colossians and that of the Colossians among you.

Additional Text (for tutorial):

1. 1 God, having in the past spoken to the fathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2 has at the end of these days spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom also he made the worlds. 3 His Son is the radiance of his glory, the very image of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself made purification for our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high; 4 having become so much better than the angels, as he has inherited a more excellent name than they have.

5 For to which of the angels did he say at any time, "You are my Son, Today have I become your father?" and again, "I will be to him a Father, And he will be to me a Son?" 6 Again, when he brings in the firstborn into the world he says, "Let all the angels of God worship him." 7 Of the angels he says, "Who makes his angels winds, And his servants a flame of fire." 8 but of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your Kingdom. 9 You have loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows." 10 And, "You, Lord, in the beginning, laid the foundation of the earth. The heavens are the works of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you continue. They all will grow old like a garment does. 12 As a mantle you will roll them up, And they will be changed; But you are the same. Your years will not fail." 13 But of which of the angels has he said at any time, “Sit at my right hand, Until I make your enemies the footstool of your feet?" 14 Aren't they all ministering spirits, sent out to do service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation? 

2. 1 Therefore we ought to pay greater attention to the things that were heard, lest perhaps we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense; 3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation-- which at the first having been spoken through the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard; 4 God also bearing witness with them, both by signs and wonders, and by various works of power, and by gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to his own will? 5 For he didn't subject the world to come, of which we speak, to angels. 6 But one has somewhere testified, saying, “What is man, that you think of him? Or the son of man, that you care for him? 7 You made him a little lower than the angels; You crowned him with glory and honor. 8 You have put all things in subjection under his feet." 

For in that he subjected all things to him, he left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we don't see all things subjected to him, yet. 9 But we see him who has been made a little lower than the angels, Jesus, because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God he should taste of death for everyone. 

