HUMA 3421 The New Testament I
Oct. 16: Philemon, Philippians, Galatians

Read for today’s class: Ehrman, ch. 22, pp. 383–400; Philemon, Philippians, Galatians
1. Galatians

· “to the churches of Galatia” (1:2); huh? wheresat?

· Paul vs. Luke/Acts on Paul’s conversion and the Jerusalem Council (fill-in-the-blanks)

	Acts
	Galatians

	1. Paul converts in Damascus; preaches in synagogues (Acts 9:1-25)

2. Paul’s first visit to Jerusalem; flees to Caesarea and then Tarsus (9:26-30)

3. Peter’s “food” vision in Joppa (10)

4. Peter returns to Jerusalem and is criticized for eating with uncircumcised men (11:1-18).

5. Jerusalem Hellenists preach to Greeks in Antioch (11:19-21)

6. Barnabas investigates and sends for Paul (11:22-26)

7. Paul and Barnabas visit Galatia, face opposition in synagogue and preach instead to Gentiles (13-14)

8. Individuals from Judea come to Antioch saying believers must be circumcised (15:1)

9. Paul and Barnabas sent to Jerusalem for answer (15:2-3)

10. Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem

11. Debate over circumcision; Peter: “God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers” (15:6-11); James rules on the Noachian laws (15:13-21).

12. Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch with a letter from James (15:22-29)
	


· the circumcision party: why so much fuss over such a little thing?

· freedom from the law: “for you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another” (Gal. 5:13)

· Paul and equality (part 1): “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male or female; for all are one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28)

· Paul’s postscript: Gal. 6:11-18

2. Philippians

· city founded in the 4th c. BCE; renamed after King Philip of Macedon; two important battles fought there in 42 BCE resulting in the defeat of Cassius and Brutus, conspirators in the assassination of Julius Caesar; after these battles, Philippi became a Roman colony

· according to Acts 16, Paul seeks out the Jewish community, which he finds at the Gangitis River outside the city

· Paul’s preaching strategy revisited: gifts from Philippi received in Thessalonica: “no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you alone” (4:15)

· text-critical issues: multiple letters in Philippians

(i) Epaphroditus visits Paul: sent from the church in Philippi to Paul with gifts (2:25-29)

(ii) Paul responds to problems with Letter A (Phil. 3-4)

(iv) Epaphroditus returns to Philippi; brings with him Letter B (Phil. 1-2), a friendship letter expressing thanks for their gifts

· the pre-Pauline hymn (2:5-11)

3. Philemon

· only example of personal letter among extant letters of Paul

· Paul’s postscript (1:19)

· Paul and equality (part 3): Paul is asking something of Philemon that is unclear: does he want Philemon to welcome Onesimus back into his service? does he want him to allow Onesimus to be Paul’s slave? or does he want Philemon to free Onesimus?
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