HUMA3421 Interpreting the New Testament 1
Sept. 25: 1 Thessalonians
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, ch. 21; 1 Thessalonians.
Assignment: from your reading of 1 Thessalonians, characterize the structure of Paul’s ministry: who is in Paul’s group? how do they address problems in the communities that they have converted to Christianity? what problems have they encountered in their work? how does this letter function in Paul’s ministry (i.e., why was it written? what kind of language and tone does Paul use when responding to the Thessalonians?). (NOTE: this is the mandatory tutorial assignment that you must hand in).
On-line resources: learn more about first-century Thessalonica at http://www.bibleplaces.com/thessalonica.htm.
** Greco-Roman world quiz in class today **

1. Thessalonica

· founded by the Macedonian General Kassander in celebration of the successful campaigns against the Persians (315 BCE); knitted together twenty-six villages as the main seaport and naval base of Macedonia; named after his wife (Thessalonike, half sister of Alexander the Great)became the capital of the Roman province of Macedonia; granted liberty as a free city in 42 BCE
· was located at the intersection of two major Roman roads, one leading from Italy eastward (Egnatian Way) and the other from the Danube to the Aegean
· population was a mix of Romans and Greeks and perhaps Jews, perhaps also Samaritans
· diverse religious scene: the Egyptian divinities Isis, Serapis and Osiris were well established in the city; the cult of Dionysus also well established, and wandering philosophers competed for adherents
2. Paul’s Mission to Thessalonica in Acts 17:1–15
· Paul and Silas (=Silvanus) preaching at “the synagogue of the Jews”

· the “devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women”: God-fearers and female benefactors

· Julia Severa and the synagogue inscription of Phrygia in Asia Minor (ca. 100 CE) 

· Claudia Capitolina and the synagogue inscription of Tralles in Caria (ca. 3rd cent.)

· the house of Jason
· “turning the world upside down”: divisions in the home and society
3. 1 Thessalonians 1
· Silvanus (Acts 15:22, 27, 32, 40; 17:1, 4, 10, 14, 15); Timothy (Acts 16:1-4; 20:3–6; Rom 16:21; 1 Cor 4:17; 16:10; Phil 2:19–23; 1 and 2 Tim)
· 1 Thess 1:9–10: outline of a typical Pauline sermon?

· Paul’s apocalypticism: “end of age, coming of God’s judgement, need for redemption, and salvation of the godly” (Ehrman 359)

· Jesus’ apocalyptic teaching in the “Synoptic Apocalypse” (Mark 13 par.)

· parousia: “coming, arrival”; the arrival at a city of a conquering general, an important official, or even the emperor himself

· Paul’s converts in Thessalonica (“how you turned to God from idols,” 1:9)

· the workplace as setting of Paul’s missionary work 
4. 1 Thessalonians 2

· suffering? what suffering? (2:2)
· accusations of trickery, flattery, and greed (2:3–5) countered with claims of being “pure, upright, and blameless” (2:10)

· an interpolation? 2:13–16 and “God’s wrath has overtaken them at last”

· expulsion of Jews from Rome in ca. 49 CE (Acts 18:2; Suetonous, Divus Claudius 24; Cassius Dio 60.6.6–7); massacre of Jews in the temple court in 49 CE (Josephus , Jewish War 2.12.1)

5. 1 Thessalonians 3

· Timothy as messenger/representative of Paul (3:1–6)

· problems of faith: “tempter has tempted you” (3:5), “restore what is lacking in your faith” (3:10)

6. 1 Thessalonians 4

· issues of behaviour and morality: fornication vs. asceticism

· Christians and non-Christians: “live quietly…behave properly toward outsiders” (4:11)
· those who are alive and dead at the parousia (4:13–18)

7. 1 Thessalonians 5

· the timing of the apocalypse (“like a thief in the night,” 5:2)

· anti-imperialism: “peace and security” (5:3)

· light and darkness dualism (5:4–5)

· military imagery (5:8)

