HUMA3421 The New Testament

Sept. 18: The Historical Paul
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, ch. 20; Acts 9; Gospel of the Hebrews


1. First-Century Letter-Writing 

· convention structures: 1. greeting, 2. prayer for reader’s health, 3. requests and injunctions, 4. farewell greetings

· three types: 1. purely personal, 2. formal, 3. “friendship” letters

· what can we learn from the following letter about letter-writing in antiquity?

PMich. 8.490 (second century)

Apollinarius to Taesion, his mother, many greetings. Before all else I wish you good health and make obeisance on your behalf to all the gods. From Cyrene, where I found a man who was journeying to you, I deemed it necessary to write to you about my welfare. And do you inform me at once about your safety and that of my brothers? And now I am writing to you from Portus, for I have not yet gone up to Rome and been assigned. When I have been assigned and know where I am going, I will let you know at once; and for your part, do not delay to write about your health and that of my brothers. If you do not find anybody coming to me, write to Socrates and he forwards it to me. I salute often my brothers, and Apollinarius and his children, and Kalalas and his children, and all your friends. Asclepiades salutes you. Farwell and good health. I arrived in Portus on Pachon 25.

[Written in a different handwriting:] Know that I have been assigned to Misenum, for I learned it later.
2. The Historical Paul
· sources for Paul’s life:


(i) Acts of the Apostles

· story of the early church; half of it focuses on the mission of Paul

· problems: not eyewitness, not always accurate, does not agree with Paul’s own writings

· who wrote Acts? could be Luke (mentioned in Philemon 1:24 and Colossians 4:14); note the “we” section of Acts (see 16:11)


(ii) Paul’s letters

· 14 letters have traditionally been ascribed to Paul.

· problems:

1. Which letters, if any, are authentic?

2. How reliable are the texts we have? (problems of preservation and transmission)

3. How do we understand the letters?

3. Chronology

· we do not have accurate details about Paul’s life but these are the best guesses as to the significant events in his life (dates are approximate)

6 CE
Birth in Tarsus (?); Jerome (ca. 400) says Gischala, in Galilee (De Cirus 


Illustribus, PL 23, 646)

33
“conversion”; formerly a Pharisee

36
First visit to Jerusalem

37-46
Missionary activity to Asia Minor and Greece

47
Second visit to Jerusalem (Jerusalem Council)

49
1 Thessalonians

53-54
Galatians

55-56
1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians

56-57
Romans

58-59
Philippians, Philemon

59-60
Journey to Rome

62

Death in Rome

4. Acts of the Apostles

· at the beginning of Acts, Jesus tells the apostles to remain in Jerusalem

· there they preach and convert others; also persecuted, imprisoned, and executed

· Peter and John main actors chs. 1-8, 10-12; James appears briefly in chs. 12 and 15

· Hellenists (diaspora Jewish Christians) vs. Hebrews (Jerusalem Jewish-Christians)

· persecution of Hellenists: the lynching of Stephen

· the Hellenists’ revenge (Acts 9:29)

5. Gospel of the Hebrews
· early text apparently used by Jewish Christians but no longer extant (only have quotations)

· James as a witness (the first?) to the resurrection

· Gospel of Thomas 12: “The disciples said to Jesus, ‘We know that you are going to leave us. Who will be our leader?’ Jesus said to them, ‘No matter where you are, you are to go to James the Just, for whose sake heaven and earth came into being.’”

Terms to know for next week’s quiz:

Alexander the Great, Apollonius of Tyana, Antiochus Epiphanes, augur, Caesar Augustus, circumcision, David, Demeter, divination, Essenes, “the Egyptian,” extispicy, Gentile, Hellenization, Isis, Jewish War, mystery cults, monotheism, oracles, polytheism, pagan, Stoics, Antiochus Epiphanes, covenant, Dead Sea Scrolls, Diaspora, Essenes, fourth philosophy, Josephus, Lares, messiah, Penates, Pharisees, Pontius Pilate, Qumran, Sadducees, synagogue, Theudas, Torah

