TUTORIAL ASSIGNMENT
READING: Mark 1:9-11; Matt 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-2; John 1:29-34
ASSIGNMENT:
Two problems are the focus of this exercise. One is the literary relationship between the Synoptic Gospels
(Matthew, Mark and Luke). The other is the problem of identifying exactly who Jesus was, what he said
and he did historically. To help focus on the problem answer the following questions related to an event
known traditionally as “The Baptism of Jesus”. You may use the table below to help you but for questions
4 and 5 you must consult the actual gospels themselves and read them in the New Testament.
Read the Synoptic accounts first (Mark 1:9-11; Matt 3:13-17; Luke 3:21-2)
1. What details are the same?
2. What differences do you notice? Read very carefully.
3. Now add John’s account (John 1:29-34). How is it very different?
4. What is the context for each of these four scenes? In other words, what specific events happen just
before and right after the baptism in each gospel?
5. Identify the three most significant differences that you notice and explain why they are different?
Offer the best explanation that you can with regard to these differences — this is the most
important part of the assignment.
MARK 1

MATTHEW 3

LUKE 3

JOHN 1

9 In those days Jesus
came from Nazareth of
Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan.
10 And just as he was
coming up out of the
water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on
him.
11 And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.”

13 Then Jesus came from
Galilee to John at the
Jordan, to be baptized by
him.
14 John would have
prevented him, saying, “I
need to be baptized by
you, and do you come to
me?”
15 But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now; for
it is proper for us in this
way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he
consented.
16 And when Jesus had
been baptized, just as he
came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and
he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove
and alighting on him.
17 And a voice from
heaven said, “This is my
Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.”

21 Now when all the
people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying,
the heaven was opened,
22 and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove.
And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am
well pleased.”

29 The next day he saw
Jesus coming toward him
and declared, “Here is the
Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world!
30 This is he of whom I
said, ‘After me comes a
man who ranks ahead of
me because he was
before me.’
31 I myself did not know
him; but I came baptizing
with water for this reason,
that he might be revealed
to Israel.”
32 And John testified, “I
saw the Spirit descending
from heaven like a dove,
and it remained on him.
33 I myself did not know
him, but the one who sent
me to baptize with water
said to me, ‘He on whom
you see the Spirit descend
and remain is the one who
baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.’
34 And I myself have seen
and have testified that this
is the Son of God.”

