1. THE COMMUNITY RULE (1QS5)

ey

Discovered in cave 1, the eleven relatively well preserved columns of this
manuscript were hirst published in 1951 by M. Burrows under the title,
The Manual of Discipline (The Dead Sea Serolls of St Mark’s Monastery 11,
New Haven). Important fragments of eleven other manuscripts of the
Rule containing a certain number of variant readings were also found
in caves 1v and v. A list of these has been drawn up by ]. T. Milik (Revue
Bibligue, 1960, pp. 412—15) and some of them have been adopted in the
present translation.

The principal manuscript bears the stamp of editorial modification.
For instance, in column x the original ‘1 will conceal knowledge with
discretion’ is corrected to ‘I will impart knowledge with discretion’. The
section covered by columns vir-1x was particularly subject to alteration
and is considerably abridged in one of the fragmentary manuscripts.

of a model sermon on the spirits of truth and falsehood, statutes con-
cerned with initiation into the sect and with its common life, organization
and discipline, a penal code, and finally a poetic dissertation on the
fundamental religious duties of the Master and his disciples, and on the
sacred seasons proper to the Community.

There are, to my knowledge, no writings in ancient Jewish sources
parallel to the Community Rule, but a similar type of literature Hour-
ished among Christians between the second and fourth centuries, the
so-called ‘Church Orders’ represented by the Didache, the Didascalia,
the Apostolic Constitution, etc.

The contents may be divided into three main sections, but further
sub-headings appear in the text itself:

1. Entry into the Covenant, followed by an instruction on the two
spirits (1-1v).

z. Statutes relating to the Council of the Community (v-1x).

3. Directives addressed to the Master, and the Master's Hymn (1x-x1).

I [The Master shall teach the sailnts to live [according to] the






