AK/HUMA4651 Curses and Curse Stories
July 18: Magic

Read for Today: Gager, Curse Tablets and Binding Spells.
On-line resources: for more on magic in the ancient world take a virtual library tour of the University of Michigan’s display of Greek Magical Papyri (as well as gems and bowls).

** Your Book Review is due today **
1. Curses in Roman Literature and Artifacts
· Virgil (70-19 BCE): author of the Aeneid, an epic poem that became the Roman Empire’s national epic; when Aeneas leaves Carthage, the queen curses him:
First, let him see his friends in battle slain, 
And their untimely fate lament in vain; 
And when, at length, the cruel war shall cease, 
On hard conditions may he buy his peace: 
Nor let him then enjoy supreme command; 
But fall, untimely, by some hostile hand, 
And lie unburied on the barren sand! 
These are my pray'rs, and this my dying will; 
And you, my Tyrians, ev'ry curse fulfil. 
Perpetual hate and mortal wars proclaim, 
Against the prince, the people, and the name. 
These grateful off'rings on my grave bestow; 
Nor league, nor love, the hostile nations know! 
Now, and from hence, in ev'ry future age, 
When rage excites your arms, and strength supplies the rage 
Rise some avenger of our Libyan blood, 
With fire and sword pursue the perjur'd brood; 
Our arms, our seas, our shores, oppos'd to theirs; 
And the same hate descend on all our heirs!
· Virgil’s Rigolleto contains a highly dramatic malediction pronounced by a wronged father (Act 3)
· Horace (65-8 BCE): four books of Odes containing over 100 poems; cover a variety of themes, including invitations to dinner, praises of wine, women, and song, descriptions of holiday celebrations, patriotic exhortations, philosophical musings, hymns, and more; in Ode 17 the witch Candia utters a curse: “Why do you pour forth your entreaties to ears that are closely shut [against them]? The wintery ocean, with its briny tempests, does not lash rocks more deaf to the cries of the naked mariners. What, shall you, without being made an example of, deride the Cotyttian mysteries, sacred to unrestrained love, which were divulged [by you]? And shall you, [assuming the office] of Pontiff [with regard to my] Esquilian incantations, fill the city with my name unpunished? What did it avail me to have enriched the Palignian sorceress [with my charms], and to have prepared poison of greater expedition, if a slower fate awaits you than is agreeable to my wishes? An irksome life shall be protracted by you, wretch as you are, for this purpose, that you may perpetually be able to endure new tortures. Tantalus, the perfidious sire of Pelops, ever craving after the plenteous banquet [which is always before him], wishes for respite; Prometheus, chained to the vulture, wishes [for rest]; Sisyphus wishes to place the stone on the summit of the mountain: but the laws of Jupiter forbid. Thus you shall desire at one time to leap down from a high tower, at another to lay open your breast with the Noric sword; and, grieving with your tedious indisposition, shall tie nooses about your neck in vain. I at that time will ride on your odious shoulders; and the whole earth shall acknowledge my unexampled power. What shall I who can give motion to waxen images (as you yourself, inquisitive as you are, were convinced of) and snatch the moon from heaven by my incantations; I, who can raise the dead after they are burned, and duly prepare the potion of love, shall I bewail the event of my art having no efficacy upon you?” (Horace, Ode 17)
· Asclepius: Greek hero who later become the Greek god of medicine and healing. He was worshipped throughout the Greek world but his most famous sanctuary was located in Epidaurus; punishment miracles recorded in inscriptions to enforce the rules of the temple area. 
· curse against pharmaka (harmful drugs) from Teos: “Whoever employs a harmful pharmaka against the people of Teos, either against the city as a whole or against a private individual, let him be destroyed, himself and his entire family” (ML 30 a-15)
· Apollonios of Tyana (Asia Minor); first-century Neo-Pythagorean holy man and wonderworker; life told by Philostratus (170-245 CE); in one tale he meets an Empusa (a vampire or ghoul with a donkey’s hoof); he curses it and tells his companions to do the same (2:4)
· additional material can be found in Gager, p. 243-264
2. “Magic” 

· “magi” title of Persian priests

· practitioners usually members of a priesthood; could be termed “reciters”

· mageia in Greek Magical Papyri (=PGM) described as divine and spells as holy; according to Egyptian tradition, magic is a gift from the gods

· less value laden term for PGM is “texts of ritual power”; all require certain activities that are marked off from normal activity by framing behaviour through rules, repetitions, and other formalities

· magical ingredients: saliva, herbs, roots, and other materials

· magic connected also to healing, exorcisms, divination, as well as curses, acquisition of wealth, and invisibility
· Greco-Roman Magic

· PGM: from Greco-Roman Egypt, mainly from 2nd c. BCE to 5th c. CE

· also have artifacts, symbols and inscriptions on gem stones, on ostraca and clay bowls, and on tablets of gold, silver, lead, tin and so forth

· most of the texts mixtures of several religions: Egyptian, Greek, Jewish and others

· languages are Greek, Coptic and Demotic

· Magic and Judaism
· biblical defixiones: Judges 17:1-2; Malachi 3:8-9; Zechariah 5:2-4; Jeremiah 51:60-64; Ezekiel 4:1-3; 2 Kings 13:17-19

· Jews well-known for magic in the ancient world; Moses as magician

· Jewish magic: power of divine name of God important (Abracadabra); Talmud contains instructions for the cure of one bitten by a mad dog; incantations also known and used by the Jews; cure for bone stuck in throat

· Magic and Christianity
· Christian spells claim to be offering protection against magic, sorcery and the evil eye; use words “protection” and “defense”

· examples of Christian “magic”

3. Discussion of Gager, Curse Tablets and Binding Spells from the Ancient World
