AK/HUMA 4615 Curse and Curse Stories
July 11: The New Testament

Read for Today: curses in Paul (Gal. 1:6-9; 3:10-14; 5:7-12; 1 Cor. 5:1-5; 12:1-3; 1 Cor. 16:22; Rom. 9:3; 12:14), the gospels (Mark 11:12-14, 20-24 par; Mark 15:38 par; Luke 1:20; Luke 6:20-31; 9:52-56; Matt. 27:24-26; Luke 10:13-15//Matt 11:20-24; Luke 11//Matt 23; Acts 1:15-20; 5:1-11; 9:3-9; 12:20-23; 13:6-11); Carter, “Matthew 23:37-39”; Comber, “Composition and Literary Characteristics of Matt 11:20-24”; Hull, “The Cursing of the Fig Tree”; Allen, The Death of Herod.

1. History of the Early Christian Movement

· ca. 4 BCE-30 CE: Jesus of Nazareth

· preacher, miracleworker, exorcist, apocalyptic prophet, Messiah (king)

· the “temple tantrum” leads to his arrest and crucifixion
· inner circle of followers (the “Twelve”) remained loyal and established base in Jerusalem from where Jesus’ teachings spread to the wider world

· 10-65 CE: Paul of Tarsus

· 34/35 CE “converts” to Christianity; begins to preach to Gentiles

· composed earliest-known Christian literature (14 letters)

· 64 CE fire of Rome leads to persecution of Christian by Nero

· 66-70 CE Jewish War
· led to crisis of faith for Jews and Christians

· left stamp on Jewish and Christian literature

· 69 CE? The Gospel of Mark composed

· earliest known biography of Jesus

· based on orally circulating stories and perhaps small, written collections of Jesus’ teachings and deeds
· 80-90 CE Gospel of Matthew and Gospel of Luke-Acts composed

· each individually combined Mark with their own sources of oral and written tales

· may have shared another source: the Sayings Source (=Q)

· 100 CE Gospel of John composed

· scholarship divided over whether or not John knew the other gospels

· if he did, he used them very little
2. Discussion Session
Consider the evidence from the primary and secondary readings for a Jesus who curses. Do you think the evidence is strong that Jesus uttered curses? Is this view of Jesus troubling for Carter and Hull? For you? Look at the curse stories in Acts—is it less troubling when the apostles (or God directly) curse others? Given what we know about pre-Christian curse practices and literature, should it be that surprising to see Jesus and the apostles curse?
3. Tonight’s CSBS Paper: “Punitive miracles in Acts as a rite of passage” by Steven Muir (Concordia University College of Alberta). 
Abstract: There is a common theme throughout the various accounts of afflictions and punitive miracles which are recounted in the Book of Acts.  In each case, opponents of “The Way” or of the will of God are punished with a bodily ailment.  We see this understanding in the accounts of the death of Judas, the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, the blinding of Paul, the death of Herod, the blinding of Elymas/Bar-Jesus, the abusive possession of the sons of Sceva, and perhaps even humorously in the temporary demise of Eutychus when he falls asleep during Paul’s sermon.  If we consider Luke​–Acts as a narrative unit, then the temporary muteness of Zechariah (as recounted in the Gospel of Luke) also falls into the above pattern. I propose that the author of Luke–Acts has an understanding of health states which shapes his presentation.  He views that affiliation with “The Way” is related to a person’s bodily condition.  Those who are sympathetic to the movement may be healed; those who oppose it are afflicted.  In each case the power of God is thought to be at work.  Healings by Jesus and the apostles are linked by the evangelist with the person’s incorporation into the group (and often some form of leadership or evangelistic role within it).  Similarly, the evangelist suggests that afflictions marginalize a person by indicating God’s judgment upon them and a social placement outside the group “people of God.”  In this sense, afflictions serve as a rite of passage, specifically a rite of degradation or status diminishment. These narratives suggest a world-view among Luke’s audience where social boundaries were of concern.
4. Methodology: Funerary Inscriptions. Readings: Strubbe, “Cursed Be He That Moves My Bones. What is the function of curses in funerary inscriptions? What are the various types of curses found in the inscriptions? (e.g., some invoke gods, some do not; some involve images; some are metrical, etc.).

