AK/HUMA 4615 Curses and Curse Stories
July 9: Second Temple Judaism
Read for Today: Selections from the Dead Sea Scrolls; Selections from Josephus; Testament of Solomon; Bilha, “Blessing and Cursing”; Eve, The Jewish Context of Jesus’ Miracles; Early Jewish and Christian Book Curses; Drogin, Anathema!
1. A History of Second-Temple Judaism
· 167-164 BCE: Maccabean Revolt
· 142: Judea back under Jewish control; ruled by the Hasmonean family
· 63: Roman occupation of Judea begins
· 40-4: Reign of Herod the Great

· ca. 6-4 BCE: Birth of Jesus of Nazareth
· 4 BCE: Palestine partitioned among Herod’s sons

· ca. 30 CE Death of Jesus of Nazareth

· excursus: First-Century Jewish groups

· Pharisees (the excluded): intent on keeping the law, not just as it was written, because it is often unclear, but also a set of orally transmitted law; apocalyptic

· Sadducees (zadoki): wealthy aristocracy tied to the temple; held only to the written Law of Moses from the Torah
· Essenes (purified ones): pious, ascetic, anti-marriage, anti-riches; withdrew to Dead Sea area in monastic lifestyle
· “Fourth philosophy”: several different groups intent on overthrowing the occupying Romans (e.g., the Zealots)

· 66-70 CE: The Jewish War

· 70 CE: “Second” Temple destroyed; Pharisees are only remaining relevant group
2. Second Temple Literature
· Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha: Jewish texts composed between 2nd c. BCE- 1st c. CE including 1-2 Maccabees, Jubilees, Testament of Solomon

· Dead Sea Scrolls: biblical, pseudepigraphical, and sectarian texts from a group founded around the time of the Maccabean Revolt; withdrew into the desert awaiting God’s intervention; may be identified with the Essenes
· Flavius Josephus (ca. 37-101 CE): born in Jerusalem to an elite priestly family; after the Jewish War became part of court of the emperor Vespasian at which he wrote texts about Judaism for a Greek audience, including Antiquities (a history from creation to the war), the Jewish War (account of the War), the Life (autobiography), Against Apion (response to anti-Jewish propaganda)

· Philo of Alexandria (ca. 20 BCE-45 CE): composed treatises on Genesis influenced by Hellenistic philosophy, also biographies (e.g., Life of Moses), books on particular Hebrew laws, and a few historical works
3. Text Discussion Period
4. “Numbers 5:21-22: A Latent Incantatory Curse Against a Suspected Adulteress” by Daniel Miller (Bishop’s University).
5. Methodology: Book Curses.

