AK/HUMA 4615 Curses and Curse Stories
July 4: Curses in Ancient Israel

Read for Today: Genesis 2-3; Exodus 8-12; Numbers 5:11-31, 12, 16; Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 27-28; 2 Samuel 24 (=1 Chronicles 21); 1 Kings 13, 20:35-43; 2 Kings 2, 5:19-6:23; Job 2-3; Psalms 35, 58, 69, 83, 109, 137; Blank, “The Curse, Blasphemy, the Spell, and the Oath”; Luc, “Interpreting the Curses in the Psalms.”

*** Your paper topic is due today **

1. A Brief History of Ancient Judaism
· three groups of texts provide information on ancient Jewish history:

· The Pentateuch: Genesis-Exodus-Numbers-Leviticus-Deuteronomy

· The Deuteronomic History: Joshua-Judges-Samuel-Kings

· The Chronicler’s History: Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah

	HISTORICAL EVENT
	LITERATURE

	· ca. 19th c. BCE Amorite movement into Canaan; migration of Abraham

· ca. 18th c. migration of Jacob’s family into Egypt

· ca. 13thc. migration of Egyptian Hebrews into Palestine; adopt name Israel

· 1300-1020: Hebrew domination of Canaan; time of the Judges

· ca. 1020-1000 r. Saul, first king of Israel

· ca. 1000-961 r. King David; Jerusalem selected as capital

· ca. 961-922 r. Solomon; construction of the Temple

· 922: Divided Kingdom

· 722: Assyria conquers Israel; tribes dispersed

· 640-609: r. Josiah; discovery of “lost book of Moses” occasions reform

· 587-538: Babylonian Exile; destruction of Temple
· 538-401: Persian Period; temple rebuilt (520-515) and lasts until 70 CE; “Second-Temple Judaism”

· 336-323: r. Alexander the Great; Hellenistic Period begins

· 168: Maccabean Revolt

· 63: Pompey captures Jerusalem
	Genesis 1-11: the Prehistory; a collection of folk-tales in part at least from Mesopotamia

Genesis 12-36: stories of Abraham; collection of old tribal stories

Genesis 37-50: story of Jacob’s family’s entry into Egypt
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2. Curses by God
· two forms: uttered by God, event interpreted as activity of God

· Genesis 2-3: the curses on humanity

· Genesis 6-9:17: Noah and the curse on the wicked

· Genesis 9:17-10:32: the curse on Ham/Canaan

· Genesis 11: the curse on Babel

· Exodus 8-12: the curses (plagues) on the Egyptians

· 2 Samuel 24 (=1 Chronicles 21): the curse on Israel as punishment for David’s census

· Job 2-3: Job is urged to bless/curse God due to his misfortune

· Appendix: the prohibition against using God’s name in a curse (Leviticus 24:10-23)
2. Legal Curses (Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 27-28)
3. Psalms

· origin: songs believed to have been used in worship; composition credited to King David

· who utters the curses in the psalms? who is their target? Why are these texts problematic in modern Christianity?

4. Curses by Holy Men

· choose one of the following pairs of stories and isolate their common structure

· Numbers 12; 1 Kings 13:1-10
· 1 Kings 20:35-43; 2 Kings 2:1-17
· 2 Kings 5:19b-27; 2 Kings 6:1-23
5. CSBS Paper: “Numbers 5:21-22: A Latent Incantatory Curse Against a Suspected Adulteress” by Daniel Miller (Bishop’s University).
6. Methodology: Eric Zielkowski’s Evil Children in Religion, Literature, and Art 
