AK/HUMA 3424 History of the Bible

May 26: Bibles in the Middle Ages
Read for Today: de Hamel 3-6.
On-Line Resources: visit www.biblegateway.com and search up to 19 English translations of the Bible as well as a number of non-English Bibles (if you’ve ever wanted to read Leviticus in Haitian Creole, now’s your chance).

1. Brief History of Christianity (9-13th cent.)

· Roman empire split into East and West after Constantine’s death; Pope and Patriarch; East becomes known as the Byzantine Empire

· end of 5th cent.: West collapses to barbarian invasions

· 7/8th c. Islamic conquests isolate east from west

· West restored under Charlemagne (747-814)

· The Bible of the Poor: the Bible in images

· decline again after Charlemagne

· iconoclast controversy in 8-9th c.

· 1095 Pope Urban II calls for Crusade

· 1204 sack of Constantinople; back in Greek hands 1261

· 1453 Constantinople falls to the Turks

· 11th c. spiritual revival in West; Franciscans and Dominicans

· 12th c. incredible economic, civil and political progress

· 1200 birth of universities

· 12/13th c. Scholasticism made possible by rediscovery of works of Aristotle

2. Early European Translations

· loss of knowledge of Latin led to desire to have Bible in other vernaculars

· some religious groups concerned religious leaders only reading passages from Bible that supported their own views; begin to urge people to read it for themselves

· Church leaders concerned heresies would show up in translations

· Jews began translating the Bible into Spanish as early as the 1100s; 100 years later Christians doing it too; Italians get them in mid-1200s 

3. Commentaries

· more manuscripts of biblical commentaries in most medieval libraries than copies of the Bible itself

· assembled in the two hundred years or so between Jerome and Gregory the Great (540-604); principal thinkers: Jerome, Ambrose, Augustine and Gregory

· methods: typology, allegory 

· in time of scholasticism, scholars outside monasteries become more interested in literal readings

· Biblical aids: the Interpretation of Hebrew Names, Historica Scholastica, the Genealogia Vitae Christi, concordances, atlases and background on plants and animals in biblical lands

4. Illuminating the Bible

· light reflected by the gold or silver lit up the page, or “illuminated” it

· 6th and 7th cent. art of illumination declined

· late 8th cent. flourished  under Charlemagne’s renaissance

· called miniatures from Latin miniare meaning “to colour with red”

· same person rarely responsible for both text and art

· Jewish illumination had a late start; not found in Torah scrolls; plentiful by 13th cent.; implements from temple sanctuary, human figures with animal head, God as ray of light, carpet pages

· covers and binding: wood with fine carvings, leather etched with intriguing patterns, floral motifs or other artwork; ivory plaques carved with Bible scenes, other carefully plated with thin layers of gold, silver or brass; others draped in embroidered cloth

· Bible picture books: begins with Psalms; images in opening pages and prayers and meditations at end; both break off around 1250 (Bible Moralisée and Book of Hours)

· illustrated apocalypses popular due to expectation of world’s end in 1260

· Giant Bibles: size matters

5. Developments in the Bible

· 1170-1270 get Bible as we know it today with running titles, chapter and verse numbering, removal of glosses 

· New Paris Order vs. Old Paris Order

· dividing the Bible: Stephen Langdon, Isaac Nathan, and Robert Stephanus

6. The Bible in Britain

· ca. 156 Christianity comes to Britain

· Romans leave in third cent.; Germanic tribes (Jutes, Angles and Saxons) move in

· 597 Pope Gregory sends missionaries

· translating the Bible into Anglo-Saxon

· Book of Kells created around 700s; beautiful but Latin text is full of mistakes

· Lindisfarne Gospels also around 700; Anglo-Saxon translation added to text in 900s

· Ireland:

· conversions and building programs of Patrick

· “insular” illumination style (meaning related to an island): spiral patterns, knotwork, intertwined animals; e.g., Book of Durrow (7th cent.)

· script called insular majescule

