AK/HUMA 1710 Roots of Western Culture

Nov. 3: Jesus of Nazareth

Read for today’s class: introductions to each of the gospels (Bible, pp. 3-8, 56-57, 93-95, 146-147), Gospel of Mark.

1. Sources for Jesus

· four principle sources: NT gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke [=the Synoptic gospels], and John)

· problems: not eyewitness testimony, anonymous texts until ca. 180 CE, one or more of the gospel writers appear to have copied the other

· theories of composition: the Two Source Hypothesis

· Mark 13:1–4, As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”

· majority of scholars think Mark composed first; Matthew and Luke independently combined Mark with a collection of sayings called Q and other material

· Paul: a convert after Jesus’ death; composed letters between 50-60 CE; but Paul says very little about Jesus’s life

Roman and Jewish historians (including Josephus): also not very helpful; say more about early Christians than Jesus himself

the Jesus Seminar: a group of 100 scholars formed in 1984 with the aim of determining the current consensus on what Jesus actually said and did; two products of research: The Five Gospels (1993) and The Acts of Jesus (1997)

2. The Life of Jesus

· most reconstructions use the earliest known sources: Mark and Q

· what does Mark tell us about Jesus’ birth?

· what do we learn about Jesus’ family? Mark 3:21-22; 3:31-35; 6:2-3

· excursus: the James ossuary

· Jesus and John the Baptist: what is familiar about John? executed by Herod Antipas

3. The Baptism of Jesus

	Matthew 3:13-17
	Mark 1:9-11
	Luke 3:21-22
	John 1:29-34

	13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John to be baptized by him in the Jordan River. 14But John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 15So Jesus replied to him, “Let it happen now, for it is right for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John yielded to him. 16After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water, the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, “This is my one dear Son; in him I take great delight.”
	9Now in those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan River. 10And just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens splitting apart and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven: “You are my one dear Son; in you I take great delight.” 
	21Now when all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized. And while he was praying, the heavens opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my one dear Son; in you I take great delight.” 


	29On the next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one about whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who is greater than I am, because he existed before me.’ 31I did not recognize him, but I came baptizing with water so that he could be revealed to Israel.” 32Then John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending like a dove from heaven, and it remained on him. 33And I did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining—this is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34I have both seen and testified that this man is the Chosen One of God.”


· Mark’s Christology: adoptionism

· Jesus and John compared (Mark 2:18-20)

· the followers of Jesus: who are they and how would you characterize their responses to Jesus?

· the activities of Jesus: what kinds of things does he do?

4. The Teachings of Jesus

· parables on the “kingdom of god”; e.g., Mark 4:30-32 The Parable of the Mustard Seed

· the apocalyptic discourse; Mark 13:24-27

5. The Death and Resurrection of Jesus

· Who killed Jesus? Why?

· the Jesus movement did not die with Jesus; it was “resurrected” and early Christians claimed Jesus conquered death also

· what do we learn from Mark about the resurrection? (Mark 16:1-8)

6. From Oral Tradition to Written Gospels 

· conflict with Roman authorities

· expected to worship the state gods

· expulsion of Jews/Christians from Rome in 52 CE

· major persecution of Christians under Nero’s reign (r. 54-68 CE)

· leads to efforts by Christians to shift persecution off themselves and onto Jews: Jesus was not a rebel (and therefore, neither are Christians)

· the Fall of the Temple and the waning of apocalypticism

· Mark: written ca. 66-70 by a Gentile, perhaps in Rome, with insufficient knowledge of Judaism; deals with the “messiah question” by trying to show that Jesus was indeed the messiah but not the kind of messiah Jews were expecting; focuses more on Jesus’ miracles than his sayings

