HUMA 4655 Synoptic Gospels

Oct. 26 Two Document Hypothesis
Read for today’s class: Stein ch. 3; Goodacre ch. 5.
On-Line Resources: The blog Broadcast Depth has a brief interview with John Kloppenborg.
** Kloppenborg Book Review due today **
A. The “Classic” Arguments for the Existence of Q (from J. A. Fitzmyer)

Reasons for Denying Luke’s Dependence on Matthew:

1. The apparent reluctance of Luke to reproduce typically Matthean “additions” within the Triple Tradition

2. It is difficult to explain adequately why Luke would want to break up Matthew’s sermons, especially the Sermon on the Mount (Luke would have to be a “crank” ~ B. H. Streeter)

3. With two exceptions, Luke has never inserted the material of the Double Tradition into the same Markan context as Matthew

· a look at the (more than) “two exceptions” (aka Mark-Q overlaps): John’s Preaching of Repentance (Matt 3:7-10/Luke 3:7-9), the Temptation (Mark 1:12-13 par), On Collusion with Satan (Mark 3:22-27 par), the Parable of the Mustard Seed (Mark 4:30-32 par), and the Commissioning of the Twelve (Matt 10:1-16 par)

4. Analysis of the Double Tradition material in Matthew and Luke shows that sometimes Matthew, sometimes Luke has preserved the more original setting of a given episode

5. If Luke depends on Matthew, why has he almost constantly omitted Matthean material in episodes where there is no Markan parallel (e.g., the infancy and resurrection narratives)?

Reasons for the Existence of Q:

1. The number of crucial texts in which Matthew and Luke agree with almost identical wording is such that common dependence on a source is called for

· word-for-word agreement varies; where tight verbal agreement a written source is likely, but what about where it is not?

	Low Agreement in Double Tradition Pericopae

	Lk 10:25-28/Mt 22:34-39 The Great Commandment
Lk 12:54-56/Mt 16:2-3 The Pharisees Seek a Sign

Lk 13:23-24/Mt 17:13-14 The Narrow Gate

Lk 13:25-27/Mt 7:22-23; 25:10-12 The Shut Door

Lk 14:15-24/Mt 22:1-10 The Parable of the Great Supper

Lk 15:4-7/Mt 18:12-14 The Parable of the Lost Sheep

Lk 19:11-27/Mt 25:14-30 The Parable of the Pounds


2. The material of the Double Tradition inserted into Matthew and Luke in different contexts manifests a common general and underlying sequence or order

3. Doublets (that is, the same event or saying occurring twice) in either Matthew or Luke seem to be part of the Triple Tradition (that is, derived from Mark), on the one hand, and of the Double Tradition (that is, derived from Q), on the other. 

	Luke doublets with Mark
	Luke doublets with Q

	Luke 8:16 (=Mark 4:21)

Luke 8:17 (=Mark 4:22)

Luke 8:18 (=Mark 4:25; Matt 13:12)

Luke 9:3-5 (=Mark 6:8-11)

Luke 9:23-24 (=Mark 8:34-35; Matt   

 16:24-25)

Luke 9:26 (=Mark 8:38; Matt 16:27)
	Luke 11:33 (=Matt 5:15)

Luke 12:2 (=Matt 10:26)

Luke 19:26 (=Matt 25:29)

Luke 10:4, 5-7, 10-11 (=Matt 10:1, 10-12, 
  14)

Luke 14:27 (=Matt 10:38-39)

Luke 12:9 (=Matt 10:33)


B. John Kloppenborg and Q

· Key Works: 
The Formation of Q: Trajectories in Ancient Wisdom Literature (1987)

Q Parallels (1988)

The Q, Thomas Reader (1994)

The Shape of Q: Signal Essays on the Sayings Gospel (1994)

Excavating Q: The History and Setting of the Sayings Gospel (2003)
Q: The Earliest Gospel (2008)

· In Formation, Kloppenborg compares Q with other ancient sayings collections including the “instruction,” “a well-defined genre in ancient Near Eastern and late antique wisdom literature” (p. xv); he concludes from his findings that Q is “a carefully constructed composition which employs literary techniques characteristic of other ancient sayings collections” (p. 323-24)
· Stratifying Q: 
Q1 (the bold): Jesus as a very wise teacher, a cynic/sage, teaching a morality and practicality that suited the people of that day; composed ca. the mid 50’s of the first century
Q2 (normal text): Jesus has passed on from sage/cynic to child of wisdom; primarily apocalyptic sayings created as a result of the rejection of the Q community’s earlier message; composed ca. the late 60’s or early 70’s

Q3 (the italic): Jerusalem has fallen, and the tone here is one of a reproach of the ones who refused to listen. Jesus has evolved one more time from child of wisdom to son of God; composed ca. the mid 80’s
“Nothing is hidden that will not be made known, or secret that will not come to light. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the light. And what you hear as a whisper, proclaim on the housetops. Don’t be afraid of those who can kill the body, but can’t kill the soul.

Rather fear the one who is able to destroy both body and soul in Gehenna (hell fire).

Can’t you buy five sparrows for two cents? Not one of them will fall to the ground without God knowing about it. Even the hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.
Everyone who admits in public that they know me, the son of man will acknowledge before the angels of God. But the one who disowns me in public, the son of man will disown before the angels of God.

Whoever makes a speech against the son of man will be forgiven. But whoever speaks against the holy spirit will not be forgiven.

When they bring you before the assemblies of the people, don't worry about what you are to say. When the time comes, the holy spirit will teach you what to say.

