HUMA4655 Synoptic Gospels

Oct. 19 Markan Priority

Read for today’s class: Stein ch. 2; Goodacre ch. 3-4; N. Humphrey Palmer, “Lachmann’s Argument” (PDF) 

On-Line Resources: “Sidewalk Pastor” Eman Laerton explains Markan Priority using Mr. Potatohead dolls in this Youtube video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RE2cQtw3SVY
A. The Five Classic Arguments for Markan Priority
1. Argument From Shared Content

· Mark is comprised of 600 verses

· Matt shares 90% and Luke 55% of the subject matter of Mark in language very largely identical with that of Mark

· Matt compresses Mark so that the 600 verses of Mark comprise less than half the material in the 1068 verses in Matt

· Luke takes only 350 verses from Mark but reproduces them more faithfully than Matthew does
· Material omitted by Matthew and Luke (=Special Mark): Jesus is Thought to be Beside Himself (3:20-21), Healing of a Deaf Mute (7:33-36), Blind Man of Bethsaida (8:22-26), Man Running Away Naked (14:51-52)
2. Argument From Wording

· in triple tradition material, either Matt or Luke or both are in close verbal agreement with Mark, including even the collection of words and the structure of sentences; Matthew and Luke “almost never agree” against Mark

3. Argument from Order or Sequence of Incidents

· the order or sequence of episodes in Mark is “clearly the more original” and is, in general, supported by both Matt and Luke; where either one departs from the Markan order, the other is usually found supporting Mark

· there are no places where Matt and Luke agree together against Mark in point of arrangement

· the  “Lachmann fallacy” 

Table: agreement of order in the triple tradition

	Matt
	Mark
	Luke

	9:1-8

9:9-13

9:14-17

12:1-8

12:9-14

12:15-21

13:1-9

13:10-17

13:18-23

16:13-23

16:24-28

17:1-9

22:15-22

22:23-33

22:33-40

22:41-46
	2:1-12

2:13-17

2:18-22

2:23-28

3:1-6

3:7-12

4:1-9

4:10-12

4:13-20

8:27-33

8:34-91

9:2-10

12:13-17

12:18-27

12:28-34

12:35-37
	5:17-26

5:27-32

5:33-39

6:1-5

6:6-11

6:17-19

8:4-8

8:9-10

8:11-15

9:18-22

9:23-27

9:28-36

20:20-26

20:27-40

10:25-28

20:41-44


4. Argument from Mark’s More Original or More Primitive Character

· Mark contains a quantity of vivid, concrete details, phrases likely to cause offense, roughness of style and grammar, and the preservation of Aramaic words

· Matthew and Luke seem to correct certain “hard readings” in Mark (e.g., Mark 1:32-34a; 3:9-10; 6:5-6)
· note also Mark’s negative description of the disciples, Jesus’ anger in 3:4-5, reference to Abiathar in 2:25-26, geographical problems in Mark 7:31 and 5:1-20

· dating Mark: what is the “desolating sacrilege” in 13:14-16? Who are the “wicked tenants” in 12:1-9? See also the Lament over Jerusalem (Matt 23:37-39/Luke 13:34-35) and the Parable of the Great Supper (Matt 22:4-8/Luke 14:15-24) 
5. Argument from Distribution of Markan and Non-Markan Material throughout Matthew and Luke

· The way in which Markan and non-Markan material is distributed throughout Matt and Luke suggests that each was working independently with Mark and material from other sources

· Matthew’s method is to make Mark the framework into which non-Markan matter is to be fitted, on the principle of joining like to like (e.g., Matt 19:1-12)
· Luke alternates Markan and non-Markan material in large blocks

· Addendum: Goodacre on fatigue in the Synoptics (e.g. Mark 1:40-45 par)

B. Mark’s Redactional Interests

· we will view and discuss a scene from the Life of Brian; to prepare, refresh your memory of Mark with a quick scan of the text
C. Group Work
The conclusion to the Gospel of Mark appears in a variety of ways in the manuscript tradition. You will be assigned to a group, and each group is assigned one of the following four options for the original ending of Mark. For your selected ending, make an argument for its originality (e.g., does the passage fit best with Mark’s overall themes and emphases? Does your passage contain problems later scribes might want to correct?). Consider anticipate what arguments the other groups might make for their ending and prepare to argue against them. Also, how does your ending contribute to arguments for the various solutions to the Synoptic Problem?

16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.’ 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
Option 1: Mark originally ended here, at 16:8

Option 2: Mark originally included this “Shorter Ending”
And all that had been commanded them they told briefly to those around Peter. And afterwards Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.
Option 3: Mark originally included this “Longer Ending”
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
9 Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10She went out and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. 11But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

Jesus Appears to Two Disciples
12 After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the country. 13And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. 

Jesus Commissions the Disciples
14 Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news* to the whole creation. 16The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.’ 

The Ascension of Jesus
19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.

Option 4: Mark originally ended after 16:8 but this ending has been lost.
