HUMA 4655 6.0 Advanced Biblical Studies: The Synoptic Gospels

Sept. 21 History of the Synoptic Problem

Read for today’s class: Stein ch. 1; Goodacre chs. 1-2.

On-Line Resources: Mark Goodacre, author of The Synoptic Problem: A Way Through the Maze, maintains an exhaustive site related to New Testament Studies called NT Gateway. You can see his pages related to the Synoptic Problem at http://www.ntgateway.com/synoptic-problem-and-q/. He also has a page dedicated specifically to his book: http://www.markgoodacre.org/maze/.  

1. The Synoptic Gospels

· “gospel” typically translated as “good news”

· earliest known use by Greek playwright Aristophanes (448-380 BCE)

· comes to mean simply “news” or “message,” or in Christian usage “preaching”

· first applied in Christianity by Paul

· today “gospel” synonymous with the Jesus biography

· the three Synoptic Gospels described (discussion)

· date and authorship problems (no indication in texts; likely anonymous until mid-late second century)

· Synoptic Material: 

· triple tradition: material shared by all three synoptic gospels (e.g., Healing of Peter’s Mother-in-Law p. 35); 90% of Mark is found in Matthew, and more than 50% in Luke

· double tradition: material shared by only Matthew and Luke (e.g., On Love of One’s Enemies, p. 55)

· single tradition (Special Mattt, Luke, Mark): material found in only one of the three synoptic gospels (e.g., On Oaths p. 54; Prodigal Son p. 195; Blind Man of Bethsaida p. 148)

· what indications do we have that the texts have a literary relationship?
2. History of the Synoptic Problem

· ca. 180 first explicit reference to all four gospels as scripture by Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyons

· harmonies: 2 Clement (comp. ca. 150 CE), Justin (ca. 150-160), Tatian’s Diatessaron (ca. 172)

	2 Clem. 9.11
	Matt 12:50
	Mark 3:35
	Luke 8:21

	My brothers are those who do the will of my father
	Everyone who does the will of my father in heaven, he is my brother…
	He who does the will of God, he is my brother…
	My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it…


	2 Clem. 5.2-4
	Matt 10:16
	Luke 10:3

	The Lord says, “You will be like lambs in the midst of wolves.” Answering, Peter says to him, “What if the wolves scatter the lambs?” Jesus said to Peter, “The lambs should not fear the wolves after they have died;

and also you do not fear those who kill you and are not able to do anything to you.

But fear the one who after your having died has authority over soul and body to throw into the hell of fire.
	Behold, I am sending you like sheep in the midst of wolves.

Matt 10:28

and do not fear 

those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul.

But fear more the one who is able to destroy body and soul in hell.
	Behold, I am sending you like lambs in the midst of wolves.

Luke 12:4-5

Do not fear 

those who kill the body and afterwards have no more that they can do. I will show you whom to fear: 

Fear the one who after he has killed has the authority to throw into hell


	Justin 1 Apol. 16.11
	Dial. 76.5
	Matt 7:22-23
	Luke 13:26-27

	Many will say to me

“Lord, Lord, did we not in your name eat and drink

and do powerful deeds?”

And then I shall say to them, 

“Go away from me workers of unrighteousness.”
	Many will say to me on that day

“Lord, Lord, did we not in your name eat and drink

and prophesy and drive out demons?” 

And I shall say to them, 

“Go away from me.”
	Many will say to me on that day,

“Lord, Lord, did we not in your name 

prophesy, and in your name drive out demons, and in your name do powerful deeds?” 

Then I shall testify to them, “I never knew you, 

go away from me, those who are working lawlessness.”
	Then you will start to say,

“We ate and drank before you and you have taught in our streets.”

And he will say to you, “I do not know you whence you are. Stay away from me all workers of unrighteousness.”


· Exercise: create a harmony of Pericope 47: The Man With the Withered Hand

· synopses: 

· ca. 220 Ammonius of Alexandria created a list of parallel passages for the means of comparison

· Eusebius (265-339) built upon it to produce his canons

· 1537 Andreas Osiander’s Harmoniae Evangelicae; a harmony with coded letters to denote whether the printed gospel material is found in a single gospel or is a combination of various accounts

· 16th c. parallel harmonies appear (e.g., Calvin’s horizontal harmony in 1555)

· 1776 first pure synopsis by Johann Jacob Griesbach (Synopsis Evangeliorum Matthei, Marci et Lucae)

· leads to “solutions” to problem of literary relationship

· three types of theory:

· fragmentary: F. Schleiermacher (“On the Witness of Papias about our First Two Gospels” (1817); synoptic writers used brief recollections (memorabilia) made by the apostles of Jesus’ activities and sayings

· Ur-Gospel: Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, “Neue Hypothese über die Evangelisten als bloss menschliche Geschichtesschreiber betracht” (“New Hypothesis Concerning the Evangelists Regarded as Merely Human Historians”) (1778 but published in 1784) and J. G. Eichhorn (Allgemein Bibliothek der biblischen Literature, 1794); primitive Aramaic gospel translated into Greek (=Ur-Mark); various revisions made and gospel writers used these to make their own

· interdependence and utilization: first utilization theory (Two-Gospel Hypothesis) usually credited to Griesbach, Commentatio qua Marci Evangelium totum e Matthaei et Lucae commentariis decerptum esse monstratur (A dissertation in which the whole Gospel of Mark is shown to be derived from the memoirs of Matthew and Luke) (1789-90); probably first articulated by Henry Owen, Observations on the Four Gospels (1764)

· Two-Source Hypothesis formed in Germany 1830s-90s; expressed by Heinrich Julius Holtzmann, Die Synoptischen Evangelien: Ihr Ursprung und ihr geschichtlicher Charakter (The Synoptic Gospels: Their Origin and their Historical Character) (1863); (1) Alpha (Ur-Marcus), an early gospel similar to Mark and (2) Lambda (later called Q by J. Weiss), a sayings source used by Matt and Luke; Matt and Luke are independent

· refined in England; given full articulation by Burnett Hillman Streeter, The Four Gospels: A Study of Origins, treating of the manuscript tradition, sources, authorship, & dates (1924); now the Four-Gospel Hypothesis (adding Special Matt and Special Luke)

· 1955 first major challenge to 2SH by A. M. Farrer “On Dispensing with Q,” in Studies in the Gospels (1955, p. 55-88); taken up by Michael Goulder (see “The Order of a Crank” in Synoptic Studies , ed. Christopher Tuckett, 1984) 
· now referred to as either the Farrer-Goulder Hypothesis or the Oxford Hypothesis; major defender in Mark S. Goodacre (first work in Goulder and the Gospels: An Examination of a New Paradigm (1996).

· resurgence in the Griesbach/Two-Gospel Hypothesis begins with William R. Farmer, The Synoptic Problem: A Critical Analysis (1964)

