HUMA4655 The Synoptic Gospels

Mar. 8 The Historical Jesus III
Read for today’s class: Tatum chs. 9-11.
On-line resources: for additional information on crucifixion, including archaeological finds, consult the following sites: http://www.uncc.edu/jdtabor/crucifixion.html; www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/jesus/crucifixion.html
A. Titles of Honour

· The Confession at Caesarea Philippi (par. 158-159); Opinions Regarding Jesus (par. 143)

· Messiah (Greek=Christos)

· derives from a Hebrew word meaning “anointed”; in Israelite history a king took office after a ceremony in which he was anointed with oil

· other figures also could be designated as “anointed” by God including prophets and priests. The prophet Isaiah even bestows these honours on a Gentile king (see Isaiah 9:1–7; 11:1–9).

· Several charismatic figures arose in the first-century claiming the title of king

· In 4 BCE, at Herod’s death, three separate anti-Hellenistic rebellions fought against Roman rule (Simon, Athronges, Judas); 6 CE, a violent revolt began under Judas of Galilee

· Spiritual Davidic messiah in Psalms of Solomon 17:21, 32; see also Dead Sea Scrolls

· Jesus’ Messianic statements/actions: Mark 14:61-62; 15:2-3; 15:26; 11:1-10 (cf. Zech 9:9)

· Son of God

· Kings are designated sons of God; Israel as a people becomes a son of God due to the Exodus; and rabbis are addressed as “my Son” by the voice of God

· Jesus never explicitly calls himself the Son of God in the Synoptic Gospels, he is only called the Son of God three times in the Synoptics: by the divine voice at his baptism and during the transfiguration scene, and by a centurion at his death. 

· Prophet

· Jews also expected a prophet like Moses or Elijah to arise in turbulent times; the Synoptic Gospels often portray Jesus in a way similar to these figures and on occasion include himself among the prophets; many of these occurrences derive from Q

· Son of Man

· title began as a Semitic idiom meaning human (a “son” of a human is a human) or simply “I.” By the first century, however, the use of the phrase in Daniel 7:13 led to the concept of an apocalyptic figure called the Son of Man who will come at the end of days. 

· In the gospels, “Son of Man” occurs only in the sayings of Jesus; sometimes as the idiomatic “human” or “I” (e.g., Matt 8:20/Luke 9:58), at other times, it is self-referential

B. The Kingdom of God

1. The “Kingdom of God” in Jewish Thought

· The Kingdom of God (Matthew prefers “Kingdom of Heaven”) found throughout the Jesus tradition (the Synoptic Gospels—including their sources: Q, M, and L—and the Gospel of Thomas) but rarely in John.

· phrase occurs in parables, the Lord’s Prayer (“your kingdom come,” Matt 6:10/Luke 11:2), and aphorisms (such as entering the kingdom as a child; Mark 10:15 par)

· phrase can be better translated as the rule or reign of God; the Hebrew word malkut denotes the reign of God in action, not a territory as “kingdom” would suggest

· in Jewish thought, God was the true ruler of Israel, and indeed of the entire Earth. His reign represented an ideal of the righteous king, something constantly longed for on Earth but never realized. The righteous king protected the helpless, the weak, the poor, widows and orphans. To invoke the Reign of God, therefore, was a challenge or rebuke to whoever reigned on Earth

2. Who Will Benefit in the Reign of God

· we will examine The Rich Young Man (par. 254, p. 217)
3. When or Where is the Kingdom to Come?

· two types of kingdom sayings that relate to the time of the kingdom: apocalyptic sayings that speak of the day of the Lord or the coming of the Son of Man; and sayings that discuss the kingdom as already having arrived

· apocalyptic: found in the Synoptic Apocalypse (Mark 13:5-37 par)

· we will examine “Take Heed, Watch!” (par. 294, p. 262)
· the kingdom as already present: see this in Jesus practicing the principles of his kingdom (particularly stories of his associations with tax collectors and sinners; see Mark 2:13–17); but the most explicit reference to the kingdom as present comes in On the Coming of the Kingdom of God (par. 234, p. 201; also Gospel of Thomas 3, 113)

C. Parables
· parable: a brief, succinct story, in prose or verse, that illustrates a moral or religious lesson; differs from a fable in that fables use animals, plants, inanimate objects, and forces of nature as characters, while parables generally feature human characters

· problems: must consider the meaning of the parables independently of their location in the narratives; not all authentic; interpretation and allegory added
· authentic? Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen (par. 278) and the Great Supper (par. 279)

· features of Jesus’ parables: rural imagery, unlikely protagonists, the kingdom of God
· pericope analyses: Parable of the Good Samaritan (par. 183), Parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge (par. 236), Parable of the Prodigal Son (par. 221)
D. Jesus and Judaism 
1. Torah Interpretation
· Jesus’ Jewishness is implicit in many of the gospel stories. He attends the synagogue, participates in worship, acknowledges the validity of sacrifice in the Temple and financial contributions to the Temple, and visits Jerusalem on Passover. He is also well schooled in scripture: he quotes from the Torah during his conflict with Satan in the Temptation scene (Matt 4:1–11/Luke 4:1–13), and uses sophisticated methods of interpretation in conflicts with the Pharisees and scribes.

· Yet Christians today who do not follow Torah, consider Jesus’ teachings a replacement of Jewish law; one teaching often cited in this connection is the Golden Rule (see The Great Commandment, par. 282)
· the shema: the standard Jewish prayer recited twice daily by devout Jews. The prayer is based on Deuteronomy 6:4: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord your God is one Lord, and you shall serve the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength.”

· a similar statement was made a century earlier by Hillel, a prominent Pharisee and rabbi:

“Upon one occasion an unbeliever approached Shamai and mockingly requested the Rabbi to teach him the tenets and principles of Judaism in the space of time he could stand on one foot. Shamai, in great wrath, bade him begin, and then applied to Hillel, who said: “Do not do unto others what you would not have others do to you. This is the whole law: the rest, merely commentaries upon it.”

· the Antitheses (Matt 5:17–48; see par. 54-59); we will look closely at par. 56
2. Conflict Stories

· the conflict stories appear in two places: a series of five episodes in Mark 2:1–3:6 par and an additional episode in Mark 7:1–23 par 

· a reading of Mark would suggest that Jesus was killed ultimately because of lax Torah observance; but is he doing anything really wrong here?

Par. 43 The Healing of the Paralytic

· why do the scribes and others take offense at Jesus for healing the man?

Par. 44 The Call of Levi

· is Jesus breaking the law by associating with tax collectors and sinners?

Par. 46 Plucking Heads of Grain on the Sabbath (similar to Par. 45 The Question of Fasting and Par. 47 The Man with the Withered Hand)

· this is a Sabbath controversy story; what is the Sabbath law? what constitutes “work”?

Epilogue

The Gospel of Thomas features sayings that are more antinomian (against the Law) than sayings in the New Testament gospels. Consider these examples:

“His disciples said to him, ‘Is circumcision useful or not?’ He said to them, ‘If it were useful, their father would produce children already circumcised from their mother. Rather, the true circumcision in spirit has become profitable in every respect’” (Gospel of Thomas 53).

“Jesus said to them, ‘If you fast, you will bring sin upon yourselves, and if you pray, you will be condemned, and if you give to charity, you will harm your spirits. When you go into any region and walk in the countryside, when people take you in, eat what they serve you and heal the sick among them. After all, what goes into your mouth won’t defile you; what comes out of your mouth will’” (Gospel of Thomas 14).

