HUMA4655 The Synoptic Gospels
Jan. 18 Redaction Criticism
Read for today’s class: Stein ch. 10-12.
On-Line Resources: John Dominic Crossan is one of the most well-known scholars on the Historical Jesus. See this short video courtesy of the Westar Institute (host organization for the Jesus Seminar) from one of his lectures.
1.  Guest Speaker: York MA student Joe Oryshak

Since several of you are applying to York’s Humanities MA program, I asked Joe to speak for a few minutes at the start of class. Those of you who are interested, come prepared with some questions.

2. Defining Redaction Criticism (Redaktionsgeschichte)

A. Four miners who tried to brave a picket line today failed to reach the colliery gates. A howling mob of angry pickets ‘persuaded’ the men to turn back with a volley of bricks, stones and other missiles. Police reinforcements trying to escort the men through were involved in violent scuffles with striking miners. Two policemen had to be treated in hospital later.

B. Four men who tried to break the strike today failed to reach the colliery gates. An official picket persuaded the men to turn back. Heavy-handed police reinforcements tried to prevent the picket from presenting its case to the men and in the resulting confusion several members of the picket were injured. Three miners had to be treated in hospital later.

“The prime requisite for redaction criticism is the ability to trace the form and content of material used by the author concerned or in some way to determine the nature and extent of his activity in collecting and creating, as well as in arranging, editing and composing.” (Norman Perrin)

3. Classics of Redaction Criticism

William Wrede, Das Messiasgeheimnis in den Evangelien (The Messianic Secret in the Gospels) (1901)

Hans Conzelmann, Die Mitte der Zeit (The Theology of St. Luke) (1953)

Willi Marxsen, Der Evangelist Markus (1959)
4.  Redactional Tendencies of the Synoptic Gospels (see accompanying chart)
i) Style and Structure

(ii) Christology: par. 18 The Baptism of Jesus (p. 16), par. 3 The Annunciation (p. 3), par. 7 The Birth of Jesus (p. 7), par. 38 The Sick Healed at Evening (p. 36), par. 33 Jesus’ Preaching at Nazareth (p. 31-32)

(iii) Behavior of Jesus: par. 42 The Cleansing of the Leper (p. 42), par. 47 The Man with the Withered Hand (p. 45), par. 330 Gethsemane (p. 297-298), Par. 347 Death of Jesus (p. 320-321)
(iv) Public vs. Private: par. 18 The Baptism of Jesus (p. 16)

(v) Portrayal of Apostles: par. 253 Jesus Blesses the Children (p. 216), par. 123 The Reason for Speaking in Parables (p. 115), par. 147 The Walking on Water (p. 138)
(vi) Knowledge of Judaism: par. 54 On the Law and the Prophets (p. 52), par. 123 The Reason for Speaking in Parables (p. 115), par. 150 Defilement (p. 141)
(vii) The “Jewish Problem”: par 151 The SyroPheonician Woman (p. 144) 

(viii) Apocalypticism: par. 288 Signs Before the End (p. 255), par. 234 On the Coming of the Kingdom of God

5. Application: par. 161 Transfiguration (p. 153-154) 

