HUMA4655 The Synoptic Gospels
Jan. 11 Orality
Read for today’s class: Stein ch. 8-9
On-Line Resources: Richard Bauckham is a recent supporter of the notion that the New Testament gospels represent the eyewitness traditions of the four evangelists. Listen to his views in this video.

1.  Bauckham’s Jesus and the Eyewitnesses

· Richard Bauckham, Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony (2006):
“In general, I shall be arguing in this book that the Gospel texts are much closer to the form in which the eyewitnesses told their stories or passed on their traditions than is commonly envisaged in current scholarship. This is what gives the Gospels their character as testimony. They embody the testimony of the eyewitnesses, not of course without editing and interpretation, but in a way that is substantially faithful to how the eyewitnesses themselves told it” (p. 6)

2. The Evangelists as Eyewitnesses

· of the four gospels in NT—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John—none feature explicit identifications that composed by those named in the titles
· two of these are named for apostles(Matthew and John), two are named for disciples of apostles (Mark of Peter, Luke of Paul)
· Mark’s identity is a mystery but “Luke” never claims to be an apostle nor even a disciple of an apostle
· Luke’s introduction (1:1-2) and the “we” sections of Acts (chs. 16, 20, 21, 27 and 28); Luke the physician from Philemon 1:24 and Col. 4:14; 2 Tim 4:11
· Matthew and the call of Levi (Mark 2:14-15 par)
· John claims to be based on the eyewitness of the Beloved Disciple, but who is he? (John? Lazarus? Mary Magdalene?)
3. The Gathering and Transmission of Jesus Traditions 

· Birger Gerhardsson, Memory and Manuscript: Oral Tradition and Written Transmission in Rabbinic Judaism and Early Christianity (1961)

· Jesus as rabbinic teacher (use of term “teacher” and “rabbi”; teachings use sophisticated structures that encourage memorization)
· evidence that he asked his disciples to memorize his teachings and to actively preach (Luke 11:1; Mark 8:17-21; Mark 3:14; Mark 6:6-13/Luke 9:1-6; Luke 10:1-16)

· if the materials were invented by later Christians then why create material that is unflattering (e.g., Mark 9:1; 10:18; Matt 10:5-6)

· the named figures in the gospels as witnesses—e.g., Jairus (Mark 5:21-43), Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52), Simon the leper (Mark 14:3-9), Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus (Mark 15:21); Cleopas (Luke 24:18)
· the Twelve as an “authoritative collegium” collecting and disseminating the gospel materials; they were eyewitnesses “from the beginning” (Acts 1:8)
· Stein on variation in the gospels: the “Spirit taught them concerning the meaning and significance of those words and deeds (John 14:26) for he guided them “into all the truth” (John 16:13); the variants have “canonical authority”

4. Criticisms of Stein and Bauckham
5. Crossan/White Debate

