RE4655 Synoptic Gospels
Jan. 4 Form Criticism

Read for today’s class: Stein ch. 7; Bultmann, History of Synoptic Tradition (PDF)

On-Line Resources: a few years ago, Simcha Jacobovici (TV’s “Naked Archeologist”) and James Cameron (um, you know him) revealed to the world the existence of a first-century tomb that they believed contained the remains of Jesus and his family. The scholarly world has not embraced their conclusions. But you can read more about it at their official site. 

1. Classics of Form Criticism

· William Wrede Wrede, The Messianic Secret, 1901.

· K.L. Schmidt, Der Rahmen der Geschichte Jesu, 1919.

· Martin Dibelius, Die Formgeschichte des Evangeliums (From Tradition to Gospel), 1933.

· Rudolf Bultmann, Die geschichte der Synoptischen Tradition (History of the Synoptic Tradition), 1931.

2. Pre-Gospel Traditions

· Presupposition 1: “Before the gospels were written there was a period of oral tradition”

· Why the gap between the death of Jesus and the first written gospel?

· Theological motivation behind form criticism

· The Gerasene demoniac (par. 91, p. 78) as an example of form criticism (see chart below)
· How were the stories about Jesus transmitted?
· The two best sayings (i.e., sayings we have the most evidence for) of Jesus: The Prohibition on Divorce (par. 252, p. 215), and the Last Supper (par. 311, p. 284) 
3. Forms

· Presupposition 3.: “The material in the gospels can be classified according to their form”

· examples: 

A. Chreiai: short stories in which something happens, or someone says something which provokes an illuminating response from the chief actor; most common type is the controversy story

Mark 2:15-18

And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples — for there were many who followed him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax collectors, they said to his disciples, “Why does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard this, he said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

Parallels:

Darius begged for peace and offered Alexander (the Great) 10,000 talents and also half of Asia Minor. Parmenio said, ‘If I were Alexander, I would take it.’ Alexander replied, ‘So would I, by God, if I were Parmenio!’ (Plutarch, Morals 180C)

It happened that a certain heathen came before Shammai and said to him, ‘Make me a proselyte, on condition that you teach me the whole Torah while I stand on one foot.’ Thereupon he repulsed him with the builder’s cubit which was in his hand. When he went before Hillel, he (Hillel) said to him, ‘What is hateful to you, so not to your neighbour: that is the whole Torah, while the rest is commentary thereof; go and learn it.’ (Shabbath 31a)

B. Miracle Stories
· example: Matt 8:28-34 (The Gadarene Demoniacs)

	Standard Form
	Gerasene (Gadarene) Demoniac

	1. meeting the demon(s)

2. description of the dangerous character of the possession

3. recognition of the exorcist

4. the exorcism

5. demonstration of success
	


Parallels:

“A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, ‘give it to the people and let them eat.’ But his servant said, ‘How can I set this before a hundred people?’ So he repeated, ‘Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, “They shall eat and have some left.”’ He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.” (2 Kings 4:42-44)

C. Parables: 

· example: Lost Sheep  (Matt 18: 12-14): “If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.”

· Parables also found in OT, rabbinics, Epictetus

4. Legends:

· religious stories of a saintly person in whose works and fate interest is taken (e.g., the Passion, temple scene, birth and infancy narratives)

4. Mark as First Gospel

· dating Mark: the Synoptic Apocalypse (Mark 13:5-37) 

· pre-Markan complexes: 1:21-39; 2:1-3:6; 4:1-34; 4:35-5:43; 7:1-23; 8:1-26; 12:13-37 

· Where does Mark get overall sequence of gospel from? Acts 10:37-41, 1 Cor 15:3-5, or history? 

5. The Gospels and Homer

· Dennis R. MacDonald, Christianizing Homer: The Odyssey, Plato, and the Acts of Andrew (1994); Homeric Epics and the Gospel of Mark (2000)

· parallels:

· Odysseus also a carpenter 
· both portrayed as “much-enduring” and as a “man of sorrows”, “ill-fated above all men”

· both predict the suffering they must endure on their journeys
· each face supernatural opposition
· each traveled with companions unable to endure the hardships of the journey

· story of calming the storm similar to O’s bag of winds

· both stories are of a man and his son who will come back and reestablish authority over a kingdom

· only Mark relates Jesus to things nautical

· Messianic secret: Homeric gods usually masked themselves to mortals; intimates are revealed: Eurycleia recognizes the scar on his leg and like Peter is told to be silent about it (O p. 11)

· James and John are a Christianized version of the Heavenly Twins, the Dioscuri
· Jewish officials like Penelope’s suitors who usurped the authority of O’s estate and wished to kill to keep their status; Cleansing of the Temple similar to O’s slaying of the suitors
GROUP WORK
Compare the three versions of the Parable of the Great Supper (par. 279, p. 244) in Matthew, Luke, and the Gospel of Thomas 64. Using the principals of form criticism, try to identify the original kernel of the story. What might your conclusions tells us about the origin of the story (i.e., whose version is more “original” and what are the implications of this?). Do the same for the Parable of the Wicked Husbandmen (par. 278, p. 242)

64 Jesus said, A person was receiving guests. When he had prepared the dinner, he sent his slave to invite the guests. The slave went to the first and said to that one, "My master invites you." That one said, "Some merchants owe me money; they are coming to me tonight. I have to go and give them instructions. Please excuse me from dinner." The slave went to another and said to that one, "My master has invited you." That one said to the slave, "I have bought a house, and I have been called away for a day. I shall have no time." The slave went to another and said to that one, "My master invites you." That one said to the slave, "My friend is to be married, and I am to arrange the banquet. I shall not be able to come. Please excuse me from dinner." The slave went to another and said to that one, "My master invites you." That one said to the slave, "I have bought an estate, and I am going to collect the rent. I shall not be able to come. Please excuse me." The slave returned and said to his master, "Those whom you invited to dinner have asked to be excused." The master said to his slave, "Go out on the streets and bring back whomever you find to have dinner." Buyers and merchants [will] not enter the places of my Father.

65 He said, A [...] person owned a vineyard and rented it to some farmers, so they could work it and he could collect its crop from them. He sent his slave so the farmers would give him the vineyard's crop. They grabbed him, beat him, and almost killed him, and the slave returned and told his master. His master said, "Perhaps he didn't know them." He sent another slave, and the farmers beat that one as well. Then the master sent his son and said, "Perhaps they'll show my son some respect." Because the farmers knew that he was the heir to the vineyard, they grabbed him and killed him. Anyone here with two ears had better listen!
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