HUMA 3422 New Testament II

Jan 17: The New Testament World.
Read for today’s class: Ehrman, ch. 2-3; Exodus 1-13; Brief History of Ancient Judaism (PDF)
On-line resources: for more information on the world of Jesus visit James Tabor’s excellent site “The Jewish Roman World of Jesus” (http://www.religiousstudies.uncc.edu/JDTABOR/indexb.html).

1. Abraham and the Ancient Hebrews
· “Hebrews” means wanderers; nomadic peoples who lived on the fringes of the cities occasionally moving into the cities in times of famine, sometimes raiding the cities
· believed in a desert-dwelling god who followed them on their journeys; likely originally polytheistic; believed other gods existed but they did not worship them
· this god made covenants (agreements) with the Hebrews; they would worship him and he would keep them safe from harm
· 18th c. BCE: movement of Hebrews into Canaan (Palestine) via Mesopotamia
· Abraham: son of Terah, from “Ur of the Chaldeans”; wife Sarah
· after Terah’s death, the god appears to Abraham and tells him a promise: “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (=the covenant of Abraham)
· circumcision of males is the “sign of the covenant”
· sacrifice of Isaac: the god instructs Abraham to sacrifice his son; Abraham becomes model of faith and obedience

2. Exodus: The Hebrews Form a Nation
· prior to the 13th c. BCE some Hebrews settle in Egypt, likely to escape famine
· work in the building programs of a certain Pharoah (perhaps Rameses II)
· an Egyptianised Hebrew named Moses leads group of Hebrews (and others) out of Egypt into “the Promised Land,” i.e. Canaan
· Exodus story becomes a “myth of origins” for all Jews, a story of triumphing over oppressors, and one in which their God actively participates
· event is commemorated in Passover; nationalistic festival
· the Mosaic Covenant: the god hands down the Law (Torah; better “guidance” or “direction”); core is the 10 Commandments
· the god reveals his name: Yahweh
· the Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy 
· in Canaan, the Egyptian Hebrews join with others to form a tribal confederacy and call it Israel

3. The Monarchy
· later they decide to transform this confederacy into a monarchy
· term for king is messiah, means “the anointed one”
· David (1004-961 BCE); famous king; the time of his rule becomes seen as a golden age in Judean history; the Davidic Covenant: someone in David’s family will always be on the throne
· Solomon (961-922 BCE), David’s son, creates the “First Temple”
· kingdom divides into Israel in the north (capital: Samaria) and Judah in the south (capital: Jerusalem in the south)
· Hebrew peoples known to outside world as “Judeans” (=Jews)
· Canaanite religion: fertility system with a father God (El), Mother God (Asherah/Astarte), and a war god (Baal)
· 721 BCE Samaria conquered by the king of Assyria; remaining Jews mate with colonizers and form the Samaritans
· 587 BCE Judah conquered by Babylon; the Temple is destroyed and the people are deported to Babylon; “the Babylonian Exile”
· the diaspora (“dispersion”); Jews are scattered throughout the world
· synagogue (“gathering together”); allows for Jews far away from the Temple to assemble
· 538 BCE Judahites return home
· effects of the Exile: Jews become more international; Davidic line gets lost to history

4. The Rise of Hellenism
· 356-323 BCE Alexander the Great: promoted the use of the Greek language, built Greek-style cities, encouraged religion and culture, especially among the upper classes
· Greek religion:
· polytheistic: many, many gods each with their own sphere of influence; Olympian gods (Zeus, Aphrodite, Athena, etc.) most important in system
· daimonia and local gods: lesser deities with limited powers but more in contact with human affairs
· divine beings, etc.: notable people (great men, philosophers, warriors) can become gods after death
· mystery religions: associations of people who would assemble to worship one particular god, perform specific rituals and undergo initiation; promised happy afterlife
· similarities with Judaism: Greek polytheism vs. Jewish monotheism (but: accommodation with Canaanite religion, Job’s heavenly council, the angels); no afterlife; prayer and sacrifice, festivals, oracles, omens; sons of God (e.g., Moses, Elijah, Hanina ben Dosa, Honi the “circle-drawer”); relationship with the state 

5. Resistance to Hellenism: the Maccabean Revolt
· Alexander’s generals: the Seleucids ruled the Persian Empire, the Ptolemies in Egypt, and the Antigonids in Asia Minor
· 198 BCE Seleucids take control of Judea
· 179-163 BCE r. Antiochus IV; forces greater Hellenization on Jerusalem in 167 BCE
· revolution led by Judas Maccabeus; regain Jerusalem in 165 BCE
· interlude: the Septuagint (LXX) created in Alexandria (Egypt) to serve the needs of Hellenized Jewish community there

6. Roman Occupation
· Judea taken over by Rome in 63 BCE
· 40-4 BCE Herod the Great is “puppet-king” of Palestine; left his mark in great building programs, including several Greek-style cities, and a lavish rebuilding of the Temple
· after his Palestine split into three regions and ruled by Herod’s three sons: Herod Antipas (Galilee), Philip (Gentile regions), Archelaus (Judea and Samaria); Judea and Samaria soon placed under direct Roman administration

7. Palestine in the Time of Jesus

A. Opposition to the Romans
· Messianic rebellions: in 4 BCE, at Herod’s death, three separate anti-Hellenistic rebellions fought against Roman rule; each claimed rightful kingship, or “messiahship”
· non-violent protests: 
· Josephus, a Jewish writer writing for a Roman audience in the late first-century, mentions several non-violent uprisings under the administration of Pontius Pilate
· in 26 CE, Pilate had Roman standards (with images of Caesar) brought into Jerusalem; Jews demanded their removal; Pilate relented
· on a second occasion, Jews objected to his use of temple funds to construct an aqueduct; he hid soldiers in the crowd and beat the protestors
· Gaius Caligula in 40 CE sought to erect a statue of himself as Zeus in the temple; Jewish farmers planned agricultural strike
· prophetic movements:
· less than 15 years after Jesus’ death, a prophet named Theudas led a large crowd to the Jordan River, where he intended to reenact the Exodus by parting the river’s waters
· “the Egyptian” led 30,000 people to the Mount of Olives outside Jerusalem and proclaimed the destruction of the walls of Jerusalem
· increased violence: 
· on one particular Passover celebration in the 50s in Jerusalem, worshippers pelted the soldiers with rocks; a riot broke out and 20,000 Jews were said to be killed
· The Jewish War (66-70 CE); Judea renamed Palestine and Jerusalem rebuilt as a non-Jewish city called Aelia Capitolina.
· two other revolts 115-17, 128-35 CE

B. First-Century Jewish Groups
· Pharisees: oral and written law; believed in resurrection and the afterlife; not very powerful at Jesus’ time, but when the Temple was destroyed, oral law gained importance, and their power increased
· Sadducees: wealthy aristocracy tied to the temple; held only to the written Law of Moses from the Torah where they see the law of Moses connected with the temple; no belief in afterlife; had most ties to Roman authorities; lose authority with fall of the Temple
· Essenes: described by Josephus as pious, ascetic, anti-marriage, anti-riches, communal; and the hierarchical, graded initiation structure; end came with Jewish War
· “Fourth philosophy”: more violent; several different groups intent on overthrowing the occupying Romans; one of these groups, the Zealots, led the revolt in 66 CE that led to the fall of the Temple
· The Pharisees were the only ones who could pick up the pieces after the War; established the canon of the Hebrew Bible between 1st and 3rd centuries; begin process of writing down the orally transmitted law

C. Hellenistic Influences
· common view of Galilee until recently has been as a Jewish culture, but scholars increasingly acknowledging that Gentile presence in Galilee was very strong
· trade through area constant to get to port cities; had vibrant domestic economy too
· shores of Sea of Galilee something of a resort
· archeology shows not  a sort of illiterate, sleepy backwater
· Hellenistic cities (the Decapolis, Sepphoris, Tiberias) close by; possible influence by the Cynics in Gadara
