HUMA 3421 The New Testament I

Dec. 6: The Legacy of John: Acts of John.

Read for today’s class: Acts of John (Reader).

** Gospel of John Film Analysis paper due today **
1. Introduction

	Pauline Traditions
	Johannine Traditions

	Undisputed Paul


Disputed Paul


Pastorals       Treat. Res.      Acts Paul

	Gospel of John


1, 2, 3 John                 Acts John

                    Apocryphon of John


1. Acts of the Apostles

· one of the five great Apocryphal Acts (John, Paul, Peter, Thomas, Andrew)
· also have later texts: Martyrdom of Matthew, Acts of Philip, Acts of Barnabas, Acts of Mark, Martyrdom of the Holy Apostle Ananias 
· each collects popular legends of the apostle and gives them a final form reflecting the interests of the writer

· typically portrays the apostles as ascetics; speeches tend to sound Gnostic (renunciation of the world, interest in self-knowledge)
· according to tradition, after Jesus’ death, the world was divided between the twelve apostles for missionary work; from Acts of Thomas:

At that season all we the apostles were at Jerusalem, Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew the publican, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Canaanite, and Judas the brother of James: and we divided the regions of the world, that every one of us should go to the region that fell to him and to the nation where the Lord sent him

· texts of Acts difficult to reconstruct; orthodoxy for the most part kept the stories but omitted the offensive speeches
· Simeon Metaphrastes (10th. c): summarized Apocryphal Acts
· summaries preserved in Menologia: a type of liturgical book used by the Greek Orthodox Church which feature extensive lives of saints to be read during the festivals for particular saints

· non-Greek versions (Armenian, Syriac, Ethiopian, etc.) important 
2. Acts of John 
· only two-thirds of it preserved today
· set primarily in Ephesus in Asia Minor
· indications of authorship: eyewitness? eucius Charinus
· discussion of text
· chs. 19-25 Lycomedes and Cleopatra

· chs. 26-29 the Portrait

· chs. 88-101 John’s Gospel

· chs. 106-115 John’s death

3. The Gospel of John Film Analysis Discussion
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