HUMA 1850: The Bible and Modern Contexts

Feb. 4: The Historical Jesus and the Synoptic Problem (Tony B), and The Gospel of Mark (Tony M)
Read for today: IB Ch. 9 Studying the New Testament in Its Ancient Context (227-239) and indicated readings from the gospels; IB Ch. 11 Mark’s Story of Jesus in the Midst of Roman Retribution (pp. 269-288). Be sure to read the Gospel of Mark.
** Test # 4 takes place during the first 20 minutes of today’s class **

1. Sources for the Historical Jesus

· six “wishes” for the historian: numerous sources, close to the event in time and place, produced independently, not contradictory, internally consistent, not biased

A. Christian sources

(i) New Testament gospels: the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) and John

· concerns:

· they lack consistency in details and over all portrayal of Jesus

· individual perspectives affected the ways they told their stories

· not by eyewitnesses (anonymous until 180 CE)

· literary relationship: one or more of the gospel writers appear to have copied the other (The Synoptic Problem)

· two of the gospels openly admit to using sources (Luke and John)

· results: gospels written some 35-75 years after events they narrate
	The Four-Source Hypothesis

	Mark wrote first; Matthew and Luke indepdently combined Mark with a colelction of Jesus’ sayings (Q), and their own traditions (M and L)
	         Mark                              Q

 

M                                                     L

 




· Markan Priority: length, grammar, harder readings

· Q: collection of sayings used by Matthew and Luke; no narrative (including birth stories and passion/resurrection)

(ii) The Letters of Paul:

· the earliest datable Christian documents we have (ca. 50-60 CE)

· concerns: Paul says very little about Jesus

(iii) Non-canonical gospels:

· e.g., the Egerton Gospel, the Gospel of Thomas
· concerns: scholars divided over whether they are independent or independent of the New Testament gospels

B. Non-Christian sources

(i) Roman historians

· Roman governor Pliny (circa 112 C.E.) asked Trajan about prosecuting Christians

· Roman historian Suetonius (120 C.E.) “Chrestus”

· Roman historian Tacitus (115 C.E.) mentions Christians 

(ii) Jewish

· Talmud (e.g., Sanhedrin 107b; Sanhedrin 43a)

· Josephus
	THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 20.9.1

	… Festus was now dead, and Albinus was but upon the road; so he assembled the sanhedrin of judges, and brought before them the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and some others, [or, some of his companions]; and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of the law, he delivered them to be stoned; …

	THE ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS 18.3.3

	Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer of wonderful works—a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; and when Pilate, at the suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross, those that loved him at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day, as the divine prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day.


2. Methodology

· stories from the gospels (“pericopes”) show signs of oral circulation: loosely connected (“and,” “and immediately”, “and then”, “and again”, etc.), lacking in details 

· K.L. Schmidt called the pericopes “pearls on a string”

· criteria of authenticity

A. Criterion of Contextual Credibility: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it reflects an Aramaic language-world and the cultural context of first-century Palestinian Judaism 

· Mark 10:12 on divorce assumes Roman law

· Plucking Grain on the Sabbath (Mark 2:27-28)

· Nicodemus and Jesus (John 3:3-4) “from above/again”

· Matthew 5:18 The Torah “one letter/one stroke of a letter”

B. Criterion of Multiple (Independent) Attestation: an event mentioned in several independent documents is more likely to be historical than an event mentioned in one
· “Prophet without honour in his own country” (Mk 6:4, Jn 4:44, Thomas 31)

· “Destroy the temple and rebuild it” (Mk 15:29, Jn 2:44, Thomas 71)

· association with tax collectors & sinners: 
C. Criterion of Dissimilarity: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it is distinguished from what is characteristic of the early church and/or first century Judaism

· The disciples and fasting (Mk 2:18, Mt 6:16-18); Matthew 5:44 “Love your enemies”

D. Criterion of Embarrassment: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it contains information that is potentially embarrassing for the church.

· Judas; the crucifixion; Jesus’ Family (Mark 3:19b-21)
E. Criterion of Coherence: A Jesus tradition may be authentic if it is consistent with other well-authenticated traditions
· Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37); Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32)
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The Gospel of Mark

I. The Historical Background

A. The Author

B. The Original Readers (Clues)

C. Date of Composition 

D. Literary Structure (See page 2 below)

II. The Text of Mark’s Gospel

A. Earliest Form Ends at 16:8

B. Additions from Other Gospels

III. The Theology of Mark’s Gospel

A. Introduction: Read the Gospel

B. Mark’s Christology (Portrayal of Jesus)

1. Jesus as Limited Human Being

2. Jesus as Powerful Son of God

3. Jesus as the Son of Man

4. Jesus as Mystery

C. Mark’s Soteriology (A Saving Life and Death)

D. Mark’s Eschatology (End of the World)

1. Expectations of an End coming soon

2. The End and the Mystery
IV. Conclusion

1. Christology

2. Eschatology

3. Soteriology

LITERARY PATTERNS IN MARK
I. Prelude 

1:1‑13

II. Part One: The Progressive Revelation of Jesus as Messiah 
1:14‑8:21


A. Jesus with the crowd and the leaders 
1: 14‑3:6



1. Summary and call of the first disciples 
1: 14‑20



2. Episodes of Jesus’ teaching and healing 
1:21‑3:5



3. Blindness: The Pharisees’ plot to kill Jesus 
3:5‑6


B. Jesus with his disciples 
3:7‑6:6a



1. Summary and appointment of the Twelve 
3:7‑19



2. Episodes of Jesus’ teaching and healing 
3:20‑5:43



3. Blindness: The disbelief at Nazareth 
6:1‑6a


C. Jesus manifests himself to his disciples 
6:6b‑8:21



1. Summary and mission of the Twelve 
6:6b‑13



2. Episodes about Jesus 
6:14‑8:13



3. Blindness: The disciples’ lack of understanding 
8:14‑21

III. Part Two: “The Way” of the Suffering Son of Man 
8:22‑10:52


A. The cure of the blind man and Peter’s confession 
8:22‑10:52


B. First passion prediction and Peter’s blindness 8:31‑33



‑Episodes 
8:34‑9:29


C. Second passion prediction and the disciples’ ambition 
9:30‑37



‑Episodes 
9:38‑10:32


D. Third passion prediction and the ambition of James and John 
10:33‑45


A'. The cure of the blind man 
10:46‑52

IV. Part Three: The Climax in Jerusalem 
11:1‑16:8


A. The judgment of Jerusalem 
11:1‑13:37


B. The passion and death of Jesus 
14:1‑15:47


C. The announcement of the resurrection 
16:1‑8

Appendix: Apparitions of the risen Christ 
16:9‑20
