HUMA 1850 The Bible and Modern Interpretations

Jan. 14: The Earliest Writings (I Corinthians and Galatians) (Tony B)
Read for today: IB Ch. 10 Paul and his Letters in the Roman Colonial Context (pp. 241-259). Be sure to read 1 Corinthians and Galatians.
** NT Map Quiz during first 15 minutes of class **
Tutorial Preparation: Carefully read through 1 Corinthians. Identify all the passages that have to do with women and briefly list them (include the gist of what the passage says; e.g., “keep quiet in church”). Do not limit yourself to commands or exhortations about women, but also passages that mention women as characters. Do you note any consistencies? Where? What are they? Based on what you have uncovered, what would you say is “Paul’s attitude toward women” reflected in 1 Corinthians.

1. The Historical Paul
· sources for Paul’s life:


(i) Acts of the Apostles

· story of the early church; half of it focuses on the mission of Paul

· problems: not eyewitness, not always accurate, does not agree with Paul’s own writings


(ii) Paul’s letters

· 14 letters have traditionally been ascribed to Paul.

· problems:

1. Which letters, if any, are authentic?

2. How reliable are the texts we have? (problems of preservation and transmission)

3. How do we understand the letters?

Excursus: The Corinthian Correspondence

1. Paul preaches in Corinth ca. 50 ce.; visit recounted in Acts

2. Letter A: now lost but referred to in 1 Cor 5:9

3. Letter B (=1 Corinthians) composed ca. 54-56 CE

4. Paul’s Second Visit (the “Painful Visit”); referred to in 2 Cor 2:5-11

5. Letter C (the “Harsh Letter”) referred to in 2 Cor 2:3-4 and 7:8-9; 

     perhaps preserved in 2 Cor. 10-13

6. Letter D (= 2 Corinthians 1-9)

7. Paul’s Third Visit (perhaps Winter 57-58 CE)

2. Paul and First-Century Letter-Writing 

· what can we learn from the following letter about letter-writing in antiquity?

PMich. 8.490 (second century)

Apollinarius to Taesion, his mother, many greetings. Before all else I wish you good health and make obeisance on your behalf to all the gods. From Cyrene, where I found a man who was journeying to you, I deemed it necessary to write to you about my welfare. And do you inform me at once about your safety and that of my brothers? And now I am writing to you from Portus, for I have not yet gone up to Rome and been assigned. When I have been assigned and know where I am going, I will let you know at once; and for your part, do not delay to write about your health and that of my brothers. If you do not find anybody coming to me, write to Socrates and he forwards it to me. I salute often my brothers, and Apollinarius and his children, and Kalalas and his children, and all your friends. Asclepiades salutes you. Farwell and good health. I arrived in Portus on Pachon 25.

[Written in a different handwriting:] Know that I have been assigned to Misenum, for I learned it later.
3. Paul’s Life: A Chronology

10 CE 
Birth in Tarsus (?)

34-35
“conversion”

37
First visit to Jerusalem

37-50
Missionary activity to Asia Minor and Greece

50-51
Second visit to Jerusalem (Jerusalem Council)

40-52
1 & 2 Thessalonians

53-54 
Galatians

54-56
1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians

56-57
Romans

58-59
Philippians, Philemon

59-60
Journey to Rome

62-65

Death in Rome

4. Special Topics

A. Paul’s “Conversion”

· Paul before his conversion:

· More advanced than his peers  in the traditions of the ancestors (Gal 1:14)
· a zealous Jew and a Pharisee (Phil. 3:5-6;cf. 2 Cor 11:22)

· a persecutor of Christians (Gal 1:13-14; cf. Phil. 3:6; 1 Cor 15:9)

· conversion as a vision: “But when the one who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that I could preach him among the Gentiles” (Gal 1: 15-16); also “Have I not seen Jesus our Lord?” (1 Cor. 9:1) and replies “Christ…appeared also to me” (1 Cor. 15:8)
B. Paul’s Apocalypticism

· conversion as heavenly journey (2 Cor 12:2-4)

· life as suffering (Rom 8:18-19, 22)

· when will Jesus appear again? (1 Thess 4:15-17)

C. Paul’s Mission

· “Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me” (1 Cor. 15:8) ~ Paul’s apostolic credentials
· Paul’s mission to the Gentiles: 

“But when God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles…” (Gal 1:15-16)
“For they themselves report concerning us what a welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.” (1 Thess 1:9-10)

· “Judaism Light”

· what’s all this about circumcision? Paul’s enemies: “the circumcision faction” and the “Judaizers”

· Paul’s position on the law (2:15-16)

· Problems with Paul’s position on the law: “all things are lawful to me” (1 Cor 6:12; cf. Gal 5:13)

D. Paul and Jesus

· Jesus was born of a woman (Gal 4:4)
· he was born a Jew (Gal 4:4), from the line of King David (Rom 1:3)

· he had brothers (1 Cor 9:5), one named James (Gal 1:19)

· he had 12 disciples (1 Cor 15:5) and conducted his ministry among Jews (Rom 15:8)

· he had a last meal with his disciples on the night on which he was betrayed (1 Cor 11:23)

· he was crucified (1 Cor 2:2)

· three sayings: words at the Last Supper (1 Cor 11:23-25);  on divorce (1 Cor 7:11), paying your preacher (1 Cor 9:14)

