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A. Chapter Three (pp. 69-74) — Wisdom Overview

1. Ecclesiastes/Qohelet urges an “imperative of joy” — what is this?

2. Proverbs shows evidence of borrowing from what other ancient foreign text?

3. How is wisdom depicted in Proverbs?
4. How does Proverbs contrast with Ecclesiastes/Qohelet?

B. Introduction 
1. Ancient Near Eastern Literature containing parallels to the Old Testament
[image: image1.emf]LITERARY WORK LANGUAGE DAT]_E OT BOOK NATURE OF PARALLEL

Atrahasis Epic Akkadian ~1635 Genesis __|Creation, population growth and flood with ark
 Enuma Elish A%-:kadian ~11(0 Genesis Account of creation o

Gilgamesh Epic Sumerian ~ 200 Genesis Account of the flood complete with ark and birds

Akkadian o i

Memphite Theology Egyptian ~13th c. Genesis Creation by spoken word

Hammurabi's Laws Akkadian ~1750 Exodus Laws similar to those given at Sinai in form and content
Hymn to the Aten Egyptian ~1375 Psalm 104 — Wording used in muﬂﬁs and analogies; subject matter
Ludlul bel Nemedqi Akkadian ~13th ¢ Job Sufferer questions justice of deity P
Babylonian Theodicy Akkadian ~1000 Job |Dialogue between sufferer and friend concerning the

justice of deity

Instruction of Amenemope Egyptian ~1200 Proverbs 22:17—24:22 Viocabulary, imagery, subject matter, structure

Hittite Treaties (36) Hittite 2nd m. Deuteronomy; Joshua 24 Format and content

Lamentations over the fall of | Sumerian 20th c. Lamentations Phrasing, imagery and subject matter

Sumerian Cities (5) ] -
Egyptian Love Songs (54) Egyptian 1300-1150 | Seng of Solomon Content and literary categories employed

Mari Prophecy Texts (~50) Akkadian {18th e, Preclassical Prophecy Addressed similar subjects (military undertakings a.ndi

cultic activity)
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2. Characteristics of Wisdom Genre
C. Wisdom Theme Runs through the Bible (Read before class)
1. Eve’s dialogue with the serpent (Gn 3:1-6)
2. Jacob and his gain of Laban’s flock (Gn 30:37-43)
3. Joseph’s answer to Potiphar’s wife (Gn 39:8-9)
4. Jethro advises Moses, his son-in-law (Ex 18:19-26)
5. Story of Nabal, Abigail and David (1 Sm 25:2-38)
6. Tamar urging Amnon not to rape her (2 Sm 13:12-13)
7. Solomon and the two prostitutes (1 Kgs 3:16-28)
D. Four Types of Wisdom Literature
1. Instructions
2. Argument
3. Narrative (Wisdom Tale)
4. Manticism
E. Who were the Wise?
1. Wisdom and the scribal class
2. Wisdom as an intellectual tradition
3. Folk wisdom
F. Difference between Wisdom and Prophecy
1. Introduction
2. Basic differences
a. Presuppositions and approaches

b. Distinct theologies

c. Concerns, objectives and methods

d. Characteristic ways of thought, vocabularies and literary forms
G. Theodicy
1. Classical Greek inquiry
2. Monotheism — Only three possible answers to “Why the righteous suffer?”
H. The Book of Job
1. The Literary Structure (see below)
2. Prologue (1-2) and Epilogue (42:7-12)

3. Job’s Opening Lament (3) and Job’s Closing Contrition (40:3-5; 42:1-6)

4. Dialogue Disputes (4-27) and Monologue Disputes (29-42)

5. Interlude on Wisdom (28)

I. Tutorial: The Book of Ecclesiastes/Qohelet
A. State the tension in each of the following paradoxes: e.g., “This is true … Yet this is also true …” a. 2:13-14, b. 2:26, c. 3:17-18, d. 9:13-16, e. 9:18, f. 11:9
B. How is the problem of theodicy (God’s justice) described? a. 7:15, b. 8:10-11, c. 8:14
C. Summarize the teaching on death. a. 2:16, b. 3:19-21, c. 4:2-3, d. 9:1-6, e. 9:10
D. What can we know about God’s activity in this world? a. 8:17, b. 9:1, c. 11:5
E. Do you think Qohelet is a skeptic or a cynic? Why do you think so? Give evidence from the text to support your conclusion — Skeptic: An attitude of doubt, nothing can be known with certainty, Cynic: Believes that self-interest is the motive of all human conduct
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