HUMA 1850 The Bible and Modern Contexts

March 22: Revelation

Read for today: H&Y:ch. 15 (pp. 325-329); Rev.

On-line resources: Revelation has been continually interpreted over the centuries in light of current events. One modern example of this practice is Jack van Impe’s television show “This Week in Bible Prophecy.” To learn more about it visit http://www.jvim.com/. While there, view the latest episode of the show (http://www.thegospel.org/Pages/JVIM.asp).

Tutorial Preparation: We will spend tonight’s tutorial time discussing the final test. Be sure to come prepared with any questions you might have.

1. Basic Structure:

1:1-3 prologue

1:4-8 epistolary salutation

1:9-20 inaugural vision

2:1-3:22 messages to seven churches

4:1-5:14 journey to throne of God

6:1-8:5 the seven seals are opened; the seventh is accompanied by seven trumpets (8:6-11:19)

12:1-17 final trumpet is followed by vision of a woman, a child and a dragon

13:1-18 vision of two beasts

14:1-20 threefold vision of the victory and vindication of the faithful

15:1-16:21 battle at Har Megiddo

17:1-18:24 vision of the fall of Babylon

19:1-10 great doxology

19:11-21 eschatological victory

20:1-10 defeat of Satan

20:11-15 last judgement

21:1-22:5 vision of the new Jerusalem

2. Important Sections:

· inaugural vision (1:9-20); what “persecution” is John referring to? possibilities:

· Nero (r. 54-68) held Christians accountable for a fire in Rome

· Domitian (r. 81-96) a cruel emperor whose actions included persecution of Christians

· messages to seven churches of Asia Minor (2:1-3:22); each letter is a stereotyped unit with a description of Jesus, the diagnosis of the church’s current status (faithful or fallen), and the promise of reward

· the author’s principle concern in these letters appears to be the consumption of food sacrificed to idols; see the letter to Thyatira (2:18-28)

· two responses to pagan worship: go ahead and eat the food (Paul and Jezebel), do not eat the food (John)

· the visions in the throne room of God (4:1-11:19)

· note John’s use of numbers:

· Philo on the numbers between one and ten: “some of these beget without being begotten, some are begotten but do not beget, some do both of these, both beget and are begotten: 7 alone is found in no such category”

· the Pythagoreans saw 7 as symbol of the Unmoved Mover of Aristotle, the first cause without begin caused

· in Revelation 3 stands for the spiritual world, 4 for the created order, 7 stands for perfection (and =3+4), 10 stands for totality, 12 stands for ?

· the vision of the woman, child and the dragon (12:1-17)

· the dragon is later identified as the Devil; the woman is Israel (that is, the true Israel of John’s group); the child is the Messiah

· the dragon is thrown down to earth where he again pursues the woman and her son; he cannot get to the woman’s son so he goes for her other offspring and tries to coerce them all to worship him

· the dragon sees his earthly counterpart (13:1-18), the great “Beast” of Revelation

· who is 666?

· The battle of Harmagedon (14:14-16:21)=the Mount of Megiddo; controlled one of the most important military and trade routes in antiquity which linked Egypt with the north

3. Revelation Through the Centuries

· The Canon Muratori

· Jack van Impe, “This Week in Bible Prophecy”

· The Omen (Dir. Richard Donner; 1976)

