HUMA 1850: The Bible and Modern Contexts
Sept. 21: Genesis
Read for today: H&Y: ch. 3; Gen. 1-22, 37-47, 50; “Hymn to Ra”; “Stories of Gilgamesh.”
NOTE: The OT Map Quiz will take place next week

1. Geography of the Fertile Crescent
· the Fertile Crescent: surrounded by the Arabian desert to the east, Mediterranean Sea to the west, desert of Sinai peninsula to the south, the valleys of the Tigris and Euphrates to the north (Mesopotamia=“in the midst of, or between, rivers”)

· in the middle is Canaan, aka Pheonicia, Israel, Palestine

2. “Invaders” of the Fertile Crescent
· Palestine populated in three major migrations

I. From the Arabian Peninsula (ca. 3500 BCE)

· agricultural peoples who set up strong independent city-states or small kingdoms in the lush plains and lowlands

· Canaan/Pheonicia (=land of purple); name comes from principle trade item (purple-died cloth)

· venerated fertility gods: El (Father Sky), Asherah (Mother Earth), Baal (the storm god), and Ashtart (aka Baalath)

II. From Mesopotamia (ca. 1750 BCE)

· the Sumerians and the Akkadians (flourish 3000-2000 BCE)

· high places: the ziggurat (tiered temple-tower) of Ur 

· Sumerians overrun 2000-1800 BCE by the Amorites from the Arabian peninsula

· name from “Westerner” in Akkadian; established Mari and Babylonia; infiltrated Canaan ca. mid 18th c.

· other peoples in Canaan: Hurrians from Armenia, Hittites from present-day Turkey

III. From Egypt (ca. 1300 BCE)

· some move into Egypt (1720-1570 BCE); Egyptians call them Hyksos (“rulers of foreign countries”)
· a “mixed crowd” of indentured workers (Ex. 12:37) (perhaps the descendants of the Hyksos) decided to leave settled life in Egypt and move into Palestine
3. The “Hebrews”
· ‘Apiru or Habiru (“wanderers” or “outsiders”); semi-nomadic peoples on fringes of civilizations; sometimes formed guerrilla bands attacking caravans or raiding villages; hired selves out as mercenary soldiers or were forced into slave labour on public projects

· religion of the ‘Apiru different from the Canaanites and others of the Fertile Crescent; standing stones (masseboth)
· Abraham the Hebrew (Gen 14:13)

· Hebrews meet the Canaanites: “Yahweh and his Asherah”( did Yahweh have a bride?

· tension in the texts between agriculturalists and pastoralists
4. The Pentateuch

· features the pre-history of Israel (i.e., the stories that occur before the founding of the nation of Israel)

· comprises first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
· who wrote the Pentateuch?
· problems with single author hypothesis: different writing styles in the text, differing names for God and certain places; multiple versions of the same stories (doublets); anachronistic names for places

5. The Documentary Hypothesis

· J (Yahwist): version one of the “Old Epic” stretching from Creation to the Exodus; uses the name of Yahweh for God; composed in southern Israel in time of King Solomon or shortly thereafter (ca. 950 BCE)

· E (Elohist): version two of the “Old Epic”; uses the name Elohim for God; written ca. 750 BCE after the ten northern tribes split from the two southern tribes; many of the stories of Abraham come from this source

· D (Deuteronomist): ca. 650 BCE a book of the law was found in the Jerusalem Temple; scholars think this was Deuteronomy; mostly laws in sermonic form; joined to the other texts ca. 550 BCE

· P (Priestly): end of 6th c. BCE Israelites return from Exile in Babylon; there was then an attempt by the priestly class to reinvigorate and restore worship; part of effort was to create a unified history of Israel; these priests gave the Pentateuch its final form ; (ca. 500-400 BCE) and added legal materials related to worship and genealogical lists
· the stories of the Pentateuch are united by a single theme: a cycle of rebellion/disobedience, punishment, mercy
6. Covenants

I. The Noahic Covenant

· “Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you and with every living creature that is with you…that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’” (9:8)
· also leaves humans with dietary rules (9:3): “Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you; and just as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything. Only, you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood”; referred to as the Noahic laws, become required of non-Jews in Jewish lands

· what is the “sign” of this covenant?

II. The Abrahamic Covenant

· Gen 12-50 is the ancestral history of the Israelites; more “legendary” than the “mythological” pre-history of Gen. 1-11 

· four cycles: Abraham and Sarah (Gen. 12-25), Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 25- 29), Jacob and Rachel (Gen. 30-36), Joseph (Gen. 37-50)

· the covenant of Abraham: “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3)

· what is the “sign” of this covenant?(see 17:9-14)

· promises sets up tension: how will God’s promise be fulfilled if Sarah is barren?

· two most memorable examples of Abraham’s challenge are the stories of Hagar (Gen. 16-17) and Isaac (22)
7. Entry Into Egypt (Gen. 37-50)

· formally different: a self-contained narrative, a novella; very little mention of God in the story
· Joseph’s “entrance” into Egypt may coincide with the rule of the Hyksos
· are Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, and Moses related?

