HUMA 1850 The Bible and Modern Contexts
Nov. 5: Exilic Israel (Tony B)
Read for today: IB Ch. 6 Bible for Exiles: Promise and Story in the Neo-Babylonian Empire (pp. 147-179) and indicated readings from Kings, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, etc.
** Test # 2 takes place during the first 20 minutes of today’s class **

1. Exile to Babylon

· Josiah killed in 609 in a confrontation with the Egyptian Pharaoh Necho

· new power emerges in Mesopotamia: Neo-Babylonians ruled by the Chaldeans

· 597 Babylonians lay siege to Jerusalem; take elites and king Jehoiachin into exile (2 Kings 24:10-12, 14)

· 586 rebellion under Zedekiah; Nebuchadnezzar destroys temple and takes more elites into exile (2 Kings 25:11-12)

· 582 third and final wave of exiles

· “Babylon became their new Egypt” text says; Jeremiah 29:1-7 on Jewish community in Babylon

· 539 Babylon captured by Cyrus the Great of Persia

Interlude: Lost Books of the Bible

· 54 references; 20 possible candidates (e.g. 1 and 2 Kings refer to the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah and the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel)
· two most intriguing ones are the Book of Jashar (a collection of early Israelite poems) and the Book of the Wars of Yahweh (an anthology of old war poems dealing with the conflict between the invading Israelites and the original inhabitants of Canaan)

2. Responses to the Exile 1: Expansions of the DH and Exilic Laments (Ps 137; Lam 1; Isa 63:7-64:12)
· Exilic edition of DH: continues with 2 Kings 23:26—25:30

· Exile blamed on evils of Manasseh (see 2 Kings 23:26-27)

· Deuteronomic view of evil: children pay for a previous generation’s sins

· Other changes to DH: contrast Deut 30:1-10 with 30:11-20

· Jeremiah: 
· career spanned more than forty years (626-582), under Josiah, Jehoiakim, and Zedekiah, and continued until he was taken by a group of rebels in 582 BCE to Egypt where he died

· chs. 30-33: the Book of Comfort or Consolation; best-known passage concerns the “new covenant” in 31:31-34

· Lamentations: 
· five poems that mourn the loss of Jerusalem; an “alphabet of suffering” (acrostic)
· composed to commemorate the destruction of Jerusalem in 586

· describes horrors of the siege; people starving, women eating their children

· ends with: “Mt. Zion lies desolate, jackals prowl over it. But you O lord, reign forever; your throne endures to all generations. Why have you forgotten us so completely? Why have you forsaken use these many days? Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored; renew our days as of old—unless you have utterly rejected us, and are angry with us beyond measure” (Lam 5: 18-22)
· Isaiah 63:7—64:12: a psalm of lament composed not long after the Babylonian conquest

· problem of theodicy: why is there evil in the world? Why has God allowed this to happen?

3. Responses to the Exile 2: Constructing the Pentateuch

· brief review of documentary hypothesis

4. Responses to the Exile 3: Ezekiel and Deutero-Isaiah

A. Ezekiel

· a priest taken to Babylon in 597 BCE; call 593 and last oracle 571

· Jeremiah difficult because of arrangement; Ezekiel’s oracles are precisely dates and arranged in relatively good order, as though the prophet had planned and executed the work himself

· responds to apparent concerns of the people: where is God? has he forgotten us? why did he allow this to happen to us?

· answers come in four great visions

· first vision: call narrative set in community living by the River Chebar; God departs Jerusalem (1-5)

· second vision: visions of temple idolatry (8:1—11:25

· third vision: valley of the dry bones (37:1-6, 11-13)

· fourth vision: Gog from Magog (38:1—39:29)

B. 2 Isaiah

· Cyrus the Persian appears ca. 550 BCE as the ruler of a small kingdom within the empire of the Medes; triumphal entry into Babylon in 539 BCE

· 1 Isaiah into punishment and impending doom; but 2 Isaiah about pardon, deliverance, restoration and grace

· 2 Isaiah builds upon the theme stated in 40:1-11: Yahweh is coming with compassion in the near future to restore his people

· The Servant Songs: 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-11, 52:13-53:12
· 2 Isaiah and monotheism: no other gods but Yahweh (40:18-20; 41:7; 44:9-20)

· Cyrus as the messiah: (41:2-4, 25-29; 44:28; 45:1-13; 46:8-11)
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