HUMA1850 The Bible and Modern Contexts

2011 Final Test Questions

Note: the final will consist of two sections. The first is a short section of True & False, Multiple Choice, and Fill-in-the-Blanks dealing ONLY with material from the last two classes (Feminist Biblical Interpretation and the Book of Revelation). The second section consists of three essays chosen from the list below. You will be required to answer only two of them. It is best that you prepare to be able to answer all of them.

1. The four gospels and the authentic Pauline letters present very different portrayals of Jesus in their writings. Using what you can recall from the biblical texts (paraphrasing is fine), how do any two of the gospel writers (your choice between Matthew, Mark, Luke or John) compare with Paul’s portrayal? How would you summarize each Jesus as presented by each author you have selected? What do scholars say that might explain this difference?

2. Scholarship contends that the historical Jesus and his words and his deeds are difficult to recover with certainty because we have neither eyewitness accounts nor the personal writings of Jesus. Instead we have several interpretations of that Jesus. Write an essay that compares and contrasts at least THREE different versions of the life and significance of Jesus. Be sure to include the social, political and religious reasons for these different understandings in terms of the context of first-century Christianity.

3. A family member is aware that you have been taking a university-level course on the Bible. Easter is approaching and she asks you what you have learned about Jesus from your course. What do you tell her? Ideally, your answer should include a discussion of the various sources we have for Jesus’s life and teachings, the methodology scholars apply to these sources, and some of the results of this methodology.

4. As with the writers of the Hebrew Bible, the writers of the books in the New Testament are often more interested in presenting theological lessons than recording historical facts. Present three examples from the readings, lectures, and tutorials which indicate that this is the case. Be sure to select appropriate examples and include in your discussion the historical event(s) that are being obscured by theology.

5. Over the course of the term we have looked at several non-canonical (or “apocryphal”) Christian texts. Some people would say such material is not useful for studying the New Testament; some would even say it should not be read at all. Defend the scholarly use of non-canonical texts for the study of the New Testament. In your answer, discuss at least THREE of these texts (their possible origins and theological interests) and how they help us understand their related New Testament texts. 
