HUMA 3457 Gnosticism

Oct. 28: Miscellaneous Writings

Read for Today: Pearson ch. 8; Gospel of Mary; Revelation of Peter; Thunder.

On-line Resources: read (and even watch) a discussion between several prominent scholars (including Karen L. King and Elaine Pagels) on Mary Magdalene at 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week712/feature.html.

** Pagels book review due today **
1. Orthodoxy and Heresy in Early Christianity

· definitions from Bart Ehrman, The New Testament: A historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings: 

· Orthodoxy: From the Greek, literally meaning “right opinion”; a term used to designate a worldview or set of beliefs acknowledged to be true by the majority of those in power

· Heresy: Any worldview or set of beliefs deemed by those in power to be deviant, from a Greek word meaning “choice” (because “heretics” have “chosen” to deviate from the “truth”)

· Proto-orthodox Christianity: A form of Christianity endorsed by some Christians of the second and third centuries (including the Apostolic Fathers) which promoted doctrines that were declared “orthodox” in the fourth and later centuries by the victorious Christian party, in opposition to such groups as the Ebionites, the Marcionites, and the Gnostics

2. Intra-Christian Conflict in the First Century

· the gospels: why four?
· Paul: opposed by Jewish-Christians, including “super-apostles”, the “circumcisions faction”, “people of James” and Peter
· James vs. Paul

· “For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.” (Romans 3:28)

· “And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the law” (Galatians 2:16)

·  “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?...So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” (James 2:14, 17)
· pseudo-Paul: “Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you. Avoid the profane chatter and contradictions of what is falsely called knowledge, by professing it some have missed the mark as regards the faith” (1 Tim 6:20-21)
· 1 and 2 John: “Many deceivers have gone out into the world, whose who do not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh; any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist!” (2 John 7)
· Revelation: criticizes churches in Pergamum, Thyatira and Sardis

3. The Heretics Fight Back

· Revelation (Apocalypse) of Peter (selections will be looked at in class)

· Second Treatise of Great Seth contains similar topics (non-suffering Jesus, criticism of those who worship a “dead man,” various OT figures and John the Baptist all called “jokes” because they did not know Christ
· Testimony of Truth supports encratic (ascetic) practices over Gnostics who do not practice them; names Valentinians, Basilidians, Simonians, and others

· Gospel of Mary

· sources:

· Codex Berolinensis 8502 (5th c.) acquired in 1896 but not published until 1955; pp. 1-6 and 11-14 are missing (of 18 pages)

· POxy 3525 [IMAGE] (3rd c.) overlaps with pp. 9-10; published 1988

· PRyl 463 (early 3rd c.) with 17-19; published 1938

· Mary Magdalene in Christian tradition:

· the woman at the tomb (Mark 16:1-8 par)

· the exorcised benefactor (Luke 8:1-3) and the prostitute (Luke 7:36-38)

· the visionary (John 20:11-18)

· women leaders in early Christianity: Marcellina (ca. 150) Carpocratian preacher in Rome; Flora from Ptolemy’s epistle; tomb inscription of a Gnostic woman named Flavia Sophe; large role in Acts of the Apostles
4. The Thunder—Perfect Intellect

· riddle me this:

What goes on four legs in the morning, on two legs at noon, and on three legs in the evening?

No one seeing me sees me, but one who does not see beholds me.

One who does not speak speaks; one who does not run runs.

And I am a liar, yet say all things true

A human being begot me, and my father is supernatural.

He calls me Life, and I bring him death

Who has ascended to heaven and come down?

Who has gathered the wind in the hollow of the hand?

Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment?

Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is the person’s name?

And what is the name of the person’s child?

Surely you know!

I am a virgin woman, and the daughter of a virgin;

And I give birth once a year, remaining a virgin

5. Elaine Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels, 1979.
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