AK/HUMA3423 New Testament Apocrypha
June 7: Non-Christian Anti-Gospels
Read for Today: Klauck, chs.11 and 12; the Gospel of Barnabas, (read only the prologue and chs. 1-9, 42-44, 97, 216-222), the Toledoth Yeshu.
** Analysis of the Toledoth Yeshu due today (if you chose that text) **
On-line Resources: the Gospel of Barnabas has been used by Moslems for anti-Christian polemic. To get a sense of their arguments, visit THIS SITE. Also, Darrell Bock has his own blog which can be accessed HERE. The blog is not organized well. For relevant posts on his book, type “Missing Gospels” in the Search box.
** Bock Review is due today **
1. Christians vs. Jews in the NT
· “You must watch out for yourselves. You will be handed over to councils and beaten in the synagogues. You will stand before governors and kings because of me, as a witness to them. First the gospel must be preached to all nations. When they arrest you and hand you over for trial, do not worry about what to speak. But say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. Brother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. Children will rise against parents and have them put to death. You will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.” (Mark 13:9-13)

· John: parents of a blind man healed by Jesus brought before the leaders: “(His parents said these things because they were afraid of the Jewish religious leaders. For the Jewish leaders had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be put out of the synagogue.  For this reason his parents said, “He is a mature adult, ask him.”) (9:22-23)

· Luke-Acts: numerous stories of Jewish persecution of Christians, including the execution of James the Son of Zebedee, James the brother of Jesus, Stephen, the arrest of Peter, and persecution by and on Paul
· hints of early Jewish slander in the gospels: Matthew’s genealogy, the theft of the body (Matt 28:11-15), accusation of demonic powers (Mark 3:22 and par)

· gospels respond with slanders against Jews: Matt 27:25; John 8:44
· letters of Paul: arguments against Judaizers but not Jews

2. Jewish and Gentile Slanders in Celsus’ The True Word 
· Celsus (ca. 170): “There is a new race of men born yesterday, with neither homeland nor traditions, allied against all religious and civil institutions, pursued by justice, universally notorious for their infamy, but glorying in common execration: these are Christians”

· some of the slanders against Jesus: came from a Jewish village and a poor country woman who earned her living spinning, his father is a solider named Panthera, Mary driven out by husband and accused of adultery, Jesus learned magic in Egypt
· slanders against Christians by Celsus: meet in secret, incredulous, disciples did not really see him rise 
3. Gospel of Nicodemus
· usually dated ca. 4th c.; elaborates on the trial scene and adds charges against Jesus (born of fornication, birth led to slaughter in Bethlehem, flight to Egypt due to “no confidence before the people”)
· also expands Matt’s empty tomb story and tells of the arrest and persecution of Joseph of Arimathea
4. Slanders Against Christians in Jewish Literature
· rabbinic literature:

· Mishnah: the application of the traditional law as the Pharisees saw it; composed ca. 220 by Rabbi Judah (“the Prince”); two first-century schools of tradition: Hillel and Shammai; other traditions recorded in the Tosefta (“addition”)

· Talmud: line-by-line commentary on the Mishnah; called gemarah; one from Palestine, one from Babylon (both in Aramaic); Talmud 20% Mishnah, 80% gemarah

· only in the Babylonian Talmud mentions Jesus (in both obvious and veiled ways)

On the eve of Passover Yeshu was hanged. For forty days before the execution took place, a herald went forth and cried, “He is going forth to be stoned because he has practiced sorcery and enticed Israel to apostasy. Any one who can say anything in his favour, let him come forward and plead on his behalf.” But since nothing was brought forward in his favour he was hanged on the eve of the Passover! Ulla retorted: Do you suppose that he was one for whom a defense could be made? Was he not a Mesith [enticer], concerning him Scripture says, ‘Neither shalt though spare, neither shalt thou conceal him?’ With Yeshu however it was different, for he was connected with the government for royalty [i.e., influential]. Our Rabbis taught: Yeshu had five disciples, Matthai, Nakai, Nezer, Buni, and Todah. (Baraitha Bab. Sanhedrin 43a)

“May our company not be like that of Elisha, from which issued Gehazi. ‘In our bread places’: may we produce no son or pupil who disgraces himself in public.” One manuscript (M) adds to the end of this saying, “like the Nazarene.” (b. Berakot)

“Jesus the Nazarene [who] practised magic and led Israel astray.” (b. Sanhedrin 107b)
It was stated, Mar Zutra said: He practiced enchantment by means of his membrum. Mar the son of Rabina said: He committed bestiality with his ass. The view that he practiced enchantment by means of his membrum is as was stated. The view that he committed bestiality with his ass [is because] here it is written, He bowed, he lay down as a lion and as a great lion; whilst elsewhere it is written, At her feet he bowed, he fell. (Tractate Sanhedrin 105a-105b)

“Balaam also the son of Beor, the soothsayer, [did the children of Israel slay with the sword]. A soothsayer? But he was a prophet! — R. Johanan said: At first he was a prophet, but subsequently a soothsayer. R. Papa observed: This is what men say, ‘She who was the descendant of princes and governors, played the harlot with carpenters.’ Did the children of Israel slay with the sword among them that were slain by them. Rab said: They subjected him to four deaths, stoning, burning, decapitation and strangulation… A certain min said to R. Hanina: Hast thou heard how old Balaam was? — He replied: It is not actually stated, but since it is written, Bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days, [it follows that] he was thirty-three or thirty-four years old. He rejoined: Thou hast said correctly; I personally have seen Balaam's Chronicle, in which it is stated, ‘Balaam the lame was thirty years old when Phinehas the Robber killed him.’ (Tractate Sanhedrin 106a-106b)
“And this they did to Ben Stada in Lydda, and they hung him on the eve of Passover. Ben Stada was Ben Padira. R. Hisda said: ‘The husband was Stada, the paramour Pandira. But was nor the husband Pappos b. Judah? — His mother’s name was Stada. But his mother was Miriam, a dresser of woman’s hair? — As they say in Pumbaditha, This woman has turned away from her husband, (i.e., committed adultery).’ (Tractate Sanhedrin 67a)

“HE WHO SCRATCHES A MARK ON HIS FLESH, [etc.] It was taught. R. Eliezer said to the Sages: But did not Ben Stada bring forth witchcraft from Egypt by means of scratches [in the form of charms] upon his flesh? He was a fool, answered they, and proof cannot be adduced from fools.” (Tractate Shabbath 104b)
· discussion of the Toledoth Yeshu (Life of Jesus)
5. Islam and Christianity

· Islam originally considered a Christian heresy

· Muhammad in contact with Christians and Jews on the Peninsula; much of the Qur’an bears similarity to Syriac liturgical texts

· Jesus in the Qur’an: one in a succession of highly revered prophets, miracleworker (5:110), “the word” and “the spirit of God” (4:171) but not Son of God (19:35), story of Zechariah (John’s father) (19:2), annunciation to Mary (19:16), miracles in birth and childhood (19:22), only appeared to be crucified (4:157), taken alive into heaven and will return at Judgement Day (4:159)

· later expansions, e.g., life of Jesus by Imam Abu Ishak Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Ibrahim Eth-Talabi

· Gospel of Barnabas: appeared in Italian in the fifteenth century

6. Discussion of Bock, The Missing Gospels
