HUMA3423 New Testament Apocrypha
June 2: Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Life and Letters of Paul
Read for Today: 1 Cor. 1; 2 Cor. 11; Gal. 1-2; 1 Tim.; Titus; from Ehrman: Acts of Paul, Acts of Thecla, 3 Corinthians, Paul and Seneca, Laodiceans, Pseudo-Clementines (Ehrman pp. 191-200).

1. The Historical Paul
· sources for Paul’s life:


(i) Acts of the Apostles

· story of the early church; half of it focuses on the mission of Paul

· problems: not eyewitness, not always accurate, does not agree with Paul’s own writings


(ii) Paul’s letters

· 14 letters have traditionally been ascribed to Paul.

· problems:

1. Which letters, if any, are authentic?

2. How reliable are the texts we have? (problems of preservation and transmission)

3. How do we understand the letters?

2. Paul’s Life: A Chronology

10 CE 
Birth in Tarsus (?)

34-35
“conversion”

37
First visit to Jerusalem

37-50
Missionary activity to Asia Minor and Greece

50-51
Second visit to Jerusalem (Jerusalem Council)

40-52
1 & 2 Thessalonians

53-54 
Galatians

54-56
1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians

56-57
Romans

58-59
Philippians, Philemon

59-60
Journey to Rome

62-65

Death in Rome

3. Galatians

	The Jerusalem Council in Acts
	The Jerusalem Council in Galatians

	Paul and Barnabas now preaching to Gentiles in Antioch

individuals from Judea come saying that believers must be circumcised (15:1)

Paul and Barnabas sent to Jerusalem for answer (15:2-3)

Debate over circumcision; Peter: “God made a choice among you, that I should be the one through whom the Gentiles would hear the message of the good news and become believers” (15:6-11); James rules on the Noachian Precepts (15:13-21).

Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch with a letter from James (15:22-29)
	Paul goes to Jerusalem with Titus and Barnabas; “in response to a revelation”

“then I laid before them (though only in a private meeting with the acknowledged leaders) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running, or had not run, in vain”

“acknowledged leaders” agree that he is entrusted with gospel for the uncircumcised “just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel for the circumcised” (2:7-8)

James, Cephas, and John give hand of fellowship to Paul and Barnabas; agree that they should go to Gentiles and they (everyone else) to the circumcised; “they asked only one thing, that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do” (2:10)


4. Pastoral Epistles and Deutero-Pauline Epistles

· signs of pseudonymity in Ephesians, Colossians, and 2 Thessalonians

· household codes: in early letters Paul champions asceticism but also affirms the family, the household
5. The Acts of Paul
· Tertullian (ca. 200) mentions it; Hippolytus ca. 204; also Origen (favourably); only gradually declared heretical

· Paul and Thecla was transmitted as an independent piece
· Apparently written in Asia Minor ca. 185-195 by a presbyter who assembled the material out of “love for Paul”; removed from office for it
· Pastorals as a conservative reaction against the kind of theology/practice in the Acts
6. Other Pauline Apocrypha

· Epistle to the Laodiceans: a Pauline letter mentioned in Col. 4:16;  unlikely to be the Marcionite “Laodiceans” listed in the Muratorian Canon
· considered a “worthless patching together of Pauline passages and phrases, mainly from the Epistle to the Philippians” 
· Paul and Seneca: composed by 392 (Jerome mentions it) and believed authentic down to the beginning of the Renaissance
· 3 Corinthians: originally part of larger Acts of Paul; early third century though perhaps incorporating earlier traditions; argues against heretics; part of canon in the East until 5th c.

· the Pseudo-Titus Epistle: discovered in 1896 in a Latin manuscript of the 8th cent.

7. Anti-Pauline Jewish Groups; Jewish-Christians Strike Back

· named Jewish-Christian groups who did not like Paul: followers of Cerinthus, Encratites, Elchasites, Ebionites

· Pseudo-Clementine Romance; a collection of material principally dealing with Peter and his successor Clement

· may have incorporated an early text called Kerygmata Petrou (Proclamation of Peter); composed ca. 200 CE

· to this group Jesus seen as one in a line of “true prophets”
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