HUMA 3423 New Testament Apocrypha
May 19: Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Gospels IV: John and his Opponents
Read for Today: Klauck ch. 7 (pp. 105-122 only); Gospel of John 1-6, 8:1-11; 20-21; D. Moody Smith, “The Problem of John and the Synoptics”; from Ehrman: Gospel of Mary; Gospel of Thomas.

1. The Gospel of John

· assumptions of readers’ knowledge in John: some of the disciples (1:40), the identity of the “disciple whom Jesus loved” (ch. 21), the fate of John the Baptist (3:24)
· scholarly views: John depends on the Synoptic Gospels (and other traditions) therefore dating the text between 90 and 125 CE vs. John and the Synoptics are parallel in development using similar oral traditions
· what does John say about Jesus? where was he born? who were his parents? what kinds of things does he do? what is his temperament? what does he not do that you expect of Jesus?
2. The Gospel of John: A Literary History

· “seams” in the text indicate where different source materials have been joined together

· Hymn to Christ (1:1-18) change in style from hymn to rest of gospel

· Jesus performs first sign in Cana (2:11)( 2:23 mentions “signs Jesus was doing”(in ch. 4 he does his “second sign”

· in 2:23 Jesus is in Jerusalem, capital of Judea; while there he speaks with Nicodemus; then the text says: “after this Jesus and his disciples went into the land of Judea” (3:22)

· 5:1 Jesus is in Judea; after the chapter ends the text says “Jesus went to the other side of the sea of Galilee” (6:1) but he is not only not on the other side of the sea, he’s nowhere near the sea of Galilee

· the different sources used by John indicate different stages in the life of the author’s community

1. The Signs Gospel: text that described the signs of Jesus, written to persuade other Jews that he was the messiah, the Son of God; this text had at least seven, perhaps eight, signs; may have ended with the summary of 20:30-31 (“Now Jesus did may other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But those are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name”)

2. The Passion Narrative: story of Jesus’ trial, death, and resurrection, along with other materials added to the Signs Gospel as the community experienced rejection by their fellow Jews and were kicked out of the synagogues; much of this material reflects conflict between the Jesus community and “the Jews”

3. The Discourse Material: sayings which divide the marginalized Jesus community (us: the light) from their persecutors (them: the darkness); see change also in the divinity of Jesus; God and Jesus start to be identified as one entity; path of salvation is no longer the synagogue or the temple but belief in Jesus himself

· Who is the Beloved Disciple? possibilities: the disciple John, John the son of Zebedee, John the Elder, Judas Iscariot, Lazarus, Thomas, and Nathaniel

3. Is John an Apocryphal Gospel? (a discussion of D. Moody Smith, “The Problem of John and the Synoptics”)

4. Gospel of Thomas
· Christian groups seem to coalesce around certain apostolic figures
· some claim there was a “School of Thomas” operating in Syria and responsible for Gospel of Thomas, Book of Thomas, and Acts of Thomas
· name “Didymus Judas Thomas” does seem to come from a Syrian milieu and Acts of Thomas is certainly Syrian

· the Syriac translation of John 14:22 which reads 'Judas Thomas' instead of 'Judas, not the Iscarioth'

· evidence for the Gospel of Thomas: three Egyptian fragments dated to ca. 150; Coptic MS. ca. 350 CE

· earliest mention is by Origen ca. 233 (title only); also Hippolytus (ca. 235)

· Gospel of Thomas and the Synoptics:
· contains material from all the Synoptics; also Q, M, and L; and new material

· two sides in debate:

· GTh sayings are more primitive than the canonical gospels (note log. 89 and 78)

· GTh is a collection of material culled from the Synoptic gospels and other sources

· John Dominic Crossan and the “Common Sayings Tradition”

· Gospel of Thomas and John: Helmut Koester (Ancient Christian Gospels) claims John’s lengthy discourses are based originally on sayings of Jesus also used by GTh
	Gos Thom
	John

	1. Whoever finds the interpretation of these sayings will not taste death.

19b. If you become my disciples and listen to my words, these stones will minister to you…

13. Because you have drunk, you have become intoxicated from the bubbling spring which I have measured out.
	8:51 Whoever keeps my word will not taste death.

8:32-32 If you abide in my word, you will truly be my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.

4:14 Whoever drinks from the water that I shall give him, will not thirst in eternity, but the water that I shall give him will become in him a spring of bubbling water unto eternal life.


5. Gospel of Mary 

· sources:

· Codex Berolinensis 8502 (5th c.) acquired in 1896 but not published until 1955; pp. 1-6 and 11-14 are missing (of 18 pages)

· POxy 3525 (3rd c.) overlaps with pp. 9-10; published 1988

· PRyl 463 (early 3rd c.) with 17-19; published 1938

· date of composition ca. 150-200 (?)

· Mary Magdalene in Christian tradition:

· the woman at the tomb (Mark 16:1-8 par)

· the exorcised benefactor (Luke 8:1-3) and the prostitute (Luke 7:36-38)

· the visionary (John 20:11-18)
