HUMA 3423 New Testament Apocrypha
May 17: Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Gospels III: The Family of Jesus

Read for Today: Klauck ch. 10; the Dormition of Mary, the Abgar Correspondence, Life of Joseph the Carpenter.

On-Line Resources: there are numerous versions of the Dormition of Mary. To read more about them visit the site of Dormition scholar Stephen Shoemaker.

** Analysis of the Dormition of Mary due today (if you chose that text) **
1. The Abgar Correspondence

· earliest source is Eusebius (Ecclesiastical History 1.13; 2.1.6-8); W. Bauer suspected invented in third century to legitimate orthodoxy in Syria

· in second part of the story, Thomas sends Thaddaeus, one of the seventy (Luke 10:1), to Eddessa; there he preaches and performs miracles

· later developments: the Doctrina Addai (5th cent.; with later expansions which include the story of the portrait of Christ), Greek papyri/inscriptions/ostraca (which feature an additional line: “Your city will be blessed, and the enemy will no longer prevail over it”)
· other witnesses to the correspondence: Ephrem the Syrian (d. 373) and Egeria (who visited Edessa in 384)
· who is Thaddeus/Addai? (see H.J.W. Drijvers in Schneemelcher vol. 1: 492-500)
· Appendix: The Legend of the Thirty Pieces of Silver (see below)

2. The Family of Jesus
· the gospels report that Jesus’ parents were named Joseph and Mary and he had brothers (James, Joses, Judas and Simon) and sisters (unnamed in the NT but given names in apocryphal traditions: Lysia and Lydia in Joseph the Carpenter, Mary/Anna and Salome in Epiphanius) (Mark 6:3 par; cf. John 7:3-5; Acts 1:14)

· only Judas is mentioned in later traditions (Eusebius quoting Hegesippus in Ecclesiastical History 2.23.24f.); grandsons Jacob and Zoker
· Clopas the brother of Joseph and uncle of Jesus; his son Symeon took over the leadership of the Jerusalem community after James’ death

3. Marian Apocrypha
· several Marys in Christian tradition: Mary of Nazareth, Mary Magdalene, the “other Mary” (Matt 28:1), (=?) Mary, the mother of James (Mark 16:1)

· some evidence of confusion/assimilation in apocryphal texts (see Stephen J. Shoemaker, “Rethinking the ‘Gnostic Mary’: Mary of Nazareth and Mary of Magdala in Early Christian Tradition,” Journal of Early Christian Studies 9.4 [2001]: 555-595):

· “There were three who always walked with the Lord: Mary, his mother and her sister and the Magdalene, the one who was called his compassion. For Mary was his sister, his mother, and his companion.” (Gospel of Philip 59, 6-11)

· Marian texts: Proto-Gospel of James, Dormition/Assumption of Mary, Life of the Virgin, Gospel of Mary, and prominent role in Gospel of Thomas, Dialogue of the Savior, First Apocalypse of James, Pistis Sophia, and Sophia of Jesus Christ
· in none of these is the character referred to as Mary Magdalene

· also know of a text called the Questions of Mary: “For in the Questions of Mary which are called ‘Great’ (for there are also ‘Little’ [Questions] forged by them), they assert that he [Jesus] gave her [Mary] a revelation, taking her aside to the mountain and praying; and he brought forth from his side a woman and began to unite with her, and so, forsooth, taking his effluent, he showed that ‘we must do so, that we may live’’ and how when Mary fell to the ground abashed, he raised her up again and said to her: ‘Why didst thou doubt, O thou of little faith?’ (Epiphanius, Pan. 26.8.2-3)

· and the Genna Marias: “Among them [the Gnostics] an immense number of other forged writings are tolerated. For they say that there is a certain book, the ‘Genna Marias,’ and when they suggest terrible and destructive things they say these are there. It was for this reason, they say, that Zacharias was slain in the Temple, because, they say, he had seen a vision, and when he wished to tell the vision his mouth was stopped up from fear. For he saw, they say, at the hour of the incense-offering as he was burning incense, a man standing, they say, having the form of an ass. And when he came out, they say, and wished to say ‘Woe unto you! Whom do you worship?’, he who appeared to him within the Temple stopped up his mouth, that he could not speak. But when his mouth was opened, that he might speak, then he revealed it to them, and they slew him. And so, they say, died Zacharias. For it was to this end that the priest was charged by the Law-giver himself, they say, to wear bells [cf. Exod. 28:33-35), in order that whenever he entered in to do the priestly service he who was worshipped, hearing the sound, might hide himself, that the likeness of his form might not be discovered.” (Epiphanius, Pan. 26.12.1-4)

· the “Gnostic Mary” is said to be based on Jesus’ appearance to Mary Magdalene in John 20:10-18; in early Syriac tradition (Diatessaron and Old Syriac gospels) this character is called simply “Mary” 

4. The Dormition of Mary
· 62 (Mimouni) or 76 (van Esbroeck) versions of this text in eight different languages: Greek, Latin, Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, Armenian, Georgian, Irish
· distinction between dormitio (falling asleep), transitus (passing), assumption (being taken up)

· version used by Klauck: The discourse of St. John the Theologian about the falling-asleep of the holy Mother of God (late fifth-century, Jerusalem; extant in over 200 manuscripts)

· other important versions:
· the Syriac Six Books version: seven times longer than Ps.-John and in circulation in the mid-fourth century

· Ethiopic version known as the Liber Requiei Mariae (The Book of Mary’s Repose) which goes back to a Greek version of the 3rd cent.; somewhat heterodox (angel Christology and Gnostic elements)
· these early versions contain a journey through the heavenly realms after Mary’s death and resurrection guided by her son; later developed into the Apocalypse of the Virgin 

· later traditions: the Life of the Virgin (Proto-Gospel of James, the Dormition, and Infancy Thomas combined in Syriac manuscripts), the Life of the Virgin attributed to Maximus the Confessor (extant in a Georgian translation but goes back to a Greek version from 7th cent. Constantinople; a compendium of apocryphal traditions from the ancient church including Proto-Gospel of James, the Dormition but extensive extra-biblical traditions about the Virgin that are otherwise unknown)

5. History of Joseph the Carpenter
· extant in Coptic and Arabic; likely originated in Egypt ca. 400

Appendix: The Legend of the Thirty Pieces of Silver

 The story of the origin of the thirty silver pieces which Iscariot received as the price of the Messiah. These pieces which Judas received from the Jewish priests, where are they from and what is their story?
These pieces were made by Terah, the father of Abraham. Abraham gave them to his son Isaac. And Isaac bought a village with them. The master of  it brought them to Pharaoh. And Pharaoh sent them to Solomon, the son of David, for the temple he was building. And Solomon took the pieces and placed them round the door of the altar.

When Nebuchadnezzar came and took captive the children of Israel, he entered the temple of Solomon and saw that these pieces were beautiful, and he took and brought them to Babylon with the captive children of Israel.

And there were some Persians there as hostages. When Nebuchadnezzar came from Jerusalem, they sent him everything fit for kings. And when king Nebuchadnezzar saw that all they had sent him was beautiful, he released their sons and gave them many presents. He gave them also those pieces. And the Persians brought them to their fathers.

When Christ was born and they saw the star, they rose and took those pieces and gold and myrrh and frankincense. They took those pieces and set forth on a journey until they reached the vicinity of Edessa. The day grew dark and they fell asleep on the side of the road. And in the morning they arose to continue their journey. They left those pieces where they slept and did not know it. Some merchants came and found the pieces.

And they came to the vicinity of Edessa by a well of water. And on that very day an angel came to the shepherds of that land and he gave them a garment without a seam on the upper end. And he said to them, “Take the garment in which is life to humanity.” The shepherds took the garment and came to a well of water. And they found the merchants who had found the pieces near the well of water. They said to the merchants, “Will you buy this beautiful garment without seam at the upper end?” The merchants said to them, “Bring it here.” And when the merchants saw this garment, they marveled at it very much. The merchants said to the shepherds, “We have beautiful pieces worthy of a kings. Take them and give us this garment.”

When the merchants had taken the garment, they arrived in the city and stopped at an inn. Abgar the king sent for the merchants and said to them, “Have you anything worthy of a king that I could buy from you?” The merchants said to him, “Yes, we have a garment without a seam at the upper end.” When king Abgar saw that garment of which there was no equal, he said to them, “Where did you get this garment?” They said to him, “We came to a certain well by the gate of your city. And some shepherds said to us, ‘We have a garment without a seam at the upper end. Will you buy it?’ And we looked at the garment and saw that there was no other like it in the world. We had with us thirty pieces with images of kings which we gave to the shepherds and received the garment. And these pieces are worthy of kings such as yourself.”

When Abgar heard this, he sent for the shepherds and took the pieces from them. And Abgar sent the pieces and the garment to Christ for the good that he had done him with regard to Abgar’s disease from which he had cured him. When Christ saw the garment and the pieces, he took the garment and sent the pieces to the Jewish treasury. Our Lord knew their secrets. That is why he sent these pieces with which he would be bought.

And when the Jews came to Judas Iscariot they said to him, “Deliver to us Jesus, son of Joseph!” He said to them: “What will you give me if I deliver him to you?” And they rose (and) got those thirty pieces and gave them to Judas Iscariot. And Iscariot returned them to the Jews. They bought with them a burial-place for strangers. And then they brought the pieces to Solomon’s temple and threw them into a fountain inside the temple—the pieces and the staff of Moses the prophet—and thus hid them.

