HUMA 3423 The New Testament Apocrypha
May 12: Orthodoxy and Heresy in the Gospels I: Mark and the Gospel Fragments

Read for Today: Klauck chs. 1, 2, 6; Gospel of Mark; POxy 840; from Ehrman: Secret Mark, Papyrus Egerton 2, Gospel of Peter.

** Analysis of the Gospel of Peter due today (if you chose that text) **

On-line Resources: visit Wieland Willker’s Secret Gospel of Mark homepage.

1. The Gospel of Mark
· traditions regarding authorship:

· “Mark became the interpreter of Peter and wrote down accurately all that he remembered of the things said and done by the Lord, not indeed in the (right) order, because he had not heard the Lord nor had he followed him, but later on, as I said, he had followed Peter, who used to give his teachings as demanded by necessity, not, however, in order to make a composition of the words of the Lord. Thus Mark did nothing wrong in writing down individual pieces just as he remembered them. For only to one thing he gave his attention, to leave out nothing of what he had heard and to make no false statements in them.” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 3.39.15 quoting Papias of Hierapolis ca. 140)
· “…when Peter was in Rome preaching the word openly and proclaiming the gospel by the spirit, those present, who were many, entreated Mark, as one who followed him for a long time and remembered what was said, to record what was spoken; but that after he composed the gospel, he shared it with those who wanted it; that, when Peter found out about it, he did not actively discourage or encourage it.” (Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, 6.14.5-7 quoting Clement of Alexandria ca. 150-215) 
· “Your sister church in Babylon (i.e., Rome), chosen together with you, sends you greetings; and so does my son Mark” (1 Peter 5:13)

· likely authorship: a Gentile Christian named Mark, but perhaps not a companion of Peter, perhaps composed in Rome

· noteworthy aspects of the text:

· begins with Jesus’ baptism as an adult; baptism has “docetic” ring

· theme of secrecy: parables have a secret meaning for the inner group (e.g., 4:11), “messianic secret” (demons silenced [e.g., 1:34], Jesus evasive about identity [e.g., 8:27-33], disciples puzzled [e.g., 4:41])

· who is the young man in the linen cloth? (1:51-52)

· the text originally ended at 16:8; several endings added in later manuscripts (Mark 16:19-20 and the “Freer logion” inserted between vv. 14 and 15)
· was Mark almost “apocryphal”?

2. Agrapha

· isolated sayings: an agraphon is “a saying ascribed to the earthly Jesus which is not handed down in the oldest version of the four canonical gospels” (O. Hofius)

· sources: the New Testament (Acts and Paul), NT manuscripts, fragmentary apocryphal gospels, the Apostolic Fathers (1 Clement, Epistle of Barnabas, Papias, etc.), the Koran and Muslim mystics

· around 270 sayings; scholars try to narrow them down, looking for possible “historical” sayings

· method:

· eliminate sayings found with parallels in pagan authors

· eliminate sayings transferred from other NT texts

· eliminate “heretical” sayings

· eliminate sayings reflecting anti-Christian polemic 

3. Fragmentary Gospels

A. P. Oxy 840

· found in 1905 at Oxyrhynchos by Grenfell and Hunt; dated to the fourth or fifth century

· written in microscopically small letters; may have been in an amulet

· strange elements: the priest is a Pharisee, the priest’s name is Levi, the “pool of David,” the white clothes, pigs in Israel
B. P. Egerton (including PKoln 255)

· first published in 1935; initially dated to ca. 150 but now more cautiously to 200

· fragments of four pericopes (episodes): the first is Johannine, the second and third are Synoptic, and the fourth is an apocryphal miracle story

· theories of origin:

· combines material from the four gospels from memory (“secondary orality”) (Joachim Jeremias)

· predates the canonical gospels at a time when Synoptic and Johannine traditions existed side-by-side (Helmut Koester)

C. Secret Mark

· discovered by Morton Smith in 1958; found in a letter by Clement of Alexander to Theodore

· Clement claims there were two versions of Mark in circulation in Alexandria: shorter, canonical Mark, and a longer, “mystic” Mark for the “perfect”; the Carpocratian sect have distorted this gospel

· theories of origin:

· “Longer Mark” was indeed an ancient expansion of canonical Mark perhaps even composed by mark himself (Scott Brown)

· Secret Mark is really the original gospel of Mark; canonical Mark is a shortened version of this gospel (Helmut Koester)

· Secret mark is a modern forgery created by Morton Smith (Stephen Carlson, Peter Jeffrey, Bart Ehrman)

D. The Gospel of Peter
· sources: 
· PCair 10759, a fifth/sixth century manuscript found in a monk’s tomb in 1886/1887

· POxy 2949, dated ca. 200 CE

· POxy 4009, second century

· perhaps PEgerton?
· a fifth/sixth cent. ostracon

· theories of origin:
· another case of “secondary orality” (Raymond Brown)

· Gospel of Peter is an independent witness (and a better witness) to the original Passion Narrative incorporated into the canonical gospels (John Dominic Crossan)
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