AK/HUMA 3423 New Testament Apocrypha
May 5: Concepts: Canon, Orthodoxy and Heresy

Read for Today: W. Bauer, excerpt from Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christianity; Klauck, Introduction; from Ehrman: “Canonical Lists” (p. 329-342).

On-line Resources: visit the internet’s premier site for on-line editions of apocryphal texts: http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/.
1. Overview of Early Christian History and Literature

· Jesus of Nazareth, the “assured results” of scholarship:

· birth under Herod the Great (before 4 BCE), likely in the small village of Nazareth in Galilee

· antagonistic relationship with Jerusalem authorities

· association with apocalyptic preacher John the Baptist

· parables as vehicles of teaching

· arrest due to “temple tantrum” and crucified by Roman administrator Pontius Pilate under the charge of claiming to be “King of the Jews” (=Messiah/Christ)
· movement did not die with Jesus: “Christus, from whom their name is derived, was executed at the hands of the procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius. Checked for the moment this pernicious superstition broke out again, not only in Judea, the source of the evil, but even in Rome, the place where everything that is sordid and degrading from every quarter of the globe finds a following” (Tacitus, Annales, xv. 44)
· sources for the life of Jesus: Jewish (Josephus, Talmud) and Roman writers (Tacitus, Suetonius, Pliny)
· sources for the life of Jesus: the gospels

· stories of Jesus transmitted orally 30-70 CE; perhaps some early written sources now lost
· earliest complete extant gospel is Mark (ca. 70 CE); may have been precipitated by the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple

· Matthew and Luke-Acts (both ca. 80-90 CE) appear to have used Mark as a source for their gospels; also may have used a now-lost sayings collection scholars call Q (short for Quelle)

· Important terms: the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), the Two (Four)-Source Hypothesis

· John (ca. 90-100 CE) may or may not have known the Synoptic gospels

· Paul of Tarsus: Paul says little about the life of Jesus but his letters show us early developments in the Christian movement including debate over the evangelizing of Gentiles (non-Jews)

· important dates and events:

· 33 CE: Paul’s revelation (two accounts: Acts 9:1-19 and Galatians 1: 13-16)

· 36 CE: First visit to Jerusalem

· 37-46 CE: Missionary activity to Asia Minor and Greece

· 47 CE: Second visit to Jerusalem

· 49-59 CE: Letters composed

· 62 CE: Death in Rome, perhaps under the emperor Nero

· 14 letters in the NT attributed to Paul:
· “undisputed letters”: Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, Philemon, 1 Thessalonians

· “disputed letters”: 2 Thessalonians, Ephesians, Colossians

· Pastoral Epistles: 1 and 2 Timothy, Titus

· Hebrews

· “missing” letters

· collected ca. 100 CE and early declared “scripture”: “So also our beloved Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16, ca. 125 CE)

· other NT texts: James, 1 and 2 Peter, 1, 2, and 3 John, Jude, Apocalypse of John
2. Canon Formation
· NT texts not written as scripture nor immediately declared scripture

· first Christian scripture was the Septuagint (LXX) and Testimonia (collections of LXX texts believed to identify Jesus as the Messiah)
· late first/early second century writers continue to appeal to oral tradition

· Apostolic Fathers:

· 1 Clement (letter sent to Corinth from Rome ca. 96 CE); mentions Paul but sayings of Jesus from oral tradition

· 2 Clement (sermon ca. 150 CE); quotes sayings of Jesus from “the gospel” which, if a written text, was a combination of sayings from Matthew and Luke and non-canonical sources 
· Epistle of Barnabas (treatise ca. 80-120 CE); gospels used neither explicitly nor tacitly
· Didache (church instruction manual ca. 100); no gospels named; harmonized readings from Matthew and Luke likely added to the text at a later date
· Ignatius of Antioch (composed seven letters en route to martyrdom ca. 105-115 CE); no gospels named
· Shepherd of Hermas (apocalypse ca. 150 CE); allusions to phrases and stories from the Synoptic Gospels but no text explicitly quotes
· Papias of Hierapolis (An Interpretation of the Lord’s Words; ca. 120-140 CE); knew written texts but preferred oral sources from the ‘elders’

· by mid-second century see the emergence of a canon of Christian texts

· Justin Martyr (wrote 1 and 2 Apology ca. 150-160 CE); refers to “gospels” and “memoirs of the apostles” but does not consider them scripture; appears to know Matthew, Mark and Luke, perhaps in the form of a harmony; also championed the continued use of Jewish scripture

· Justin’s student Tatian the Syrian created the Diatessaron (“through the four”), a harmony of the four NT gospels

· Marcion of Sinope; rejected Jewish view of God; created first “canon” of Christian literature: 10 letters of Paul (no Pastorals) and Luke (with some omissions)

· fourfold “canon” of gospels affirmed by Irenaeus of Lyons ca. 180

· how were the texts selected?

· important terms (from Bart Ehrman, The New Testament: A historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings): 

· Orthodoxy: From the Greek, literally meaning “right opinion”; a term used to designate a worldview or set of beliefs acknowledged to be true by the majority of those in power
· Heresy: Any worldview or set of beliefs deemed by those in power to be deviant, from a Greek word meaning “choice” (because “heretics” have “chosen” to deviate from the “truth”)

· Proto-orthodox Christianity: A form of Christianity endorsed by some Christians of the second and third centuries (including the Apostolic Fathers) which promoted doctrines that were declared “orthodox” in the fourth and later centuries by the victorious Christian party, in opposition to such groups as the Ebionites, the Marcionites, and the Gnostics
· Pseudepigraph (=forgery): From the Greek, literally meaning “false writing” and commonly referring to ancient noncanonical Jewish and Christian literary texts, many of which were written pseudonymously.
3. Canon Lists

· Discussion of the canon lists from Ehrman and Klauck

· other canon catalogues:
· Codex Claromontanus (perhaps 3rd c.); lists the NT texts and the number of lines they contain; does not list Hebrews and seems to accept Hermas, Acts of Paul, and Apocalypse of Peter
· Stichometry of Nicephorus (9th c. manuscript but list may be earlier); identifies as “gainsaid” Apocalypse of John, Apocalypse of Peter, Epistle of Barnabas, Gospel of the Hebrews
· Catalogue of the Sixty Canonical Books (7th c.); no Apocalypse of John
4. Bible Manuscripts as Sources for Canon Formation
· Codex Sinaiticus (4th c.): includes Shepherd of Hermas and Epistle of Barnabas
· Codex Alexandrinus (5th c.): includes 1 Clement, 2 Clement, Psalms of Solomon
5. W. Bauer’s Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christianity
