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The Gospel According To Matthew

I
Authorship and Date

A
Unlike Mark it was attributed to one of the actual disciples of Jesus



1.
The traditional answer: Matthew, the apostle of Jesus (aka Levi), ex-tax collector



2.
The critical answer: an unnamed Jewish-Christian


B
Author was likely a Jewish-Christian writing in a Jewish environment (Antioch?)


C
The Date of Writing: 80-95 C.E.

II
The Literary Structure

A
As a carefully constructed narrative


B
The author’s style



1.
His Greek is more literary and less disjointed than that of a writer like Mark (cf. 12:46 and 13:1 with Mark 3:31 and 4:1)



2.
He writes more concisely (cf. 8:28-34 and Mark 5:1-20) 


C
Evidence of literary interdependence and author’s willingness to edit the text
	MATTHEW 3:1
	MARK 1:4
	LUKE 3:3

	In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 


	John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
	He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 

	MATTHEW 26:28
	MARK 14:24
	LUKE 22:20

	for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
	He said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. 
	And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. 


III
The Theological Themes

A
Thoroughly Christological in its presentation of Jesus



1.
Jesus fulfils the Old Testament story with formula quotations (1:22-23; 2:15, 17-18, 23; 4:14-16; 8:17; 12:17-21; 13:35; 21:4-5; 27:9-10, perhaps 2:5-6)



2.
Jesus fulfils the Law 



3.
Jesus brings a higher righteousness



4.
Matthew has a particular bias against the Pharisees due when he wrote:


B.
Matthew’s Particular Christology



1.
Jesus, the Messiah



2.
Jesus, the Son of God

The Gospel According To Luke
I
Authorship and Date

A
Like Mark and unlike Matthew not attributed to an original apostle



1.
The traditional answer: a physician and a companion of the apostle Paul



2.
The critical answer: anonymous Christian


B
The Date of Writing: 80-95 C.E.

II
The Literary Structure

A
In comparison with Matthew:


B
Greek is richer than both Mark and Matthew


C
A much longer Journey to Jerusalem section (9:51-19:27) Acts - from Jerusalem to Rome


D
Only gospel to contain “example stories”


E
Luke sees history in three parts (Conzelmann)

III
The Theological Themes

A
Salvation is a major theme


B
Salvation is universal but Luke does focus on Gentiles, Samaritans and the marginalized


C
The Holy Spirit is very prominent in Acts and therefore highlighted in Luke


D
Jesus and Women

Tutorial Preparation: 

Read and compare the story of the Healing of the Leper as given in all three synoptic gospels – Mark 1:40-45; Matthew 8:1-4 and Luke 5:12-16. 
a. What details are the same? 
b. What details are different? 
c. What significance can you find in these and other details? 
d. Can you suggest why both Matthew and Luke make the changes that they do? 
e. Why were they not content to leave it as first recorded by Mark?
Tutorial Preparation for next week: 

Read carefully the story of the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1-44)

a. How do the people who converse with Jesus come across to you as a reader?

b. How does Jesus come across in his dialogue with them?

c. What is a typical feature of the dialogue that Jesus has both with the woman and with his own disciples?

d. How do these conversations compare with the one Jesus had back in chapter 3:1-21 with Nicodemus?

e. In terms of words expressed, how does the Jesus of John compare with the Jesus of the Synoptic gospels?

f. What do you notice about content, volume and vocabulary in John that is not evident in the Synoptics?

g. What do you think of this Jesus in John's Gospel? 







