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Post-exilic Israel

Books of the Writings

I
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A.
Babylonian Captivity (6th Century B.C.E.)



1.
Possibly the most important event in the entire history of the Israelite nation and faith


B.
Deuteronomistic Historian (DH) Reinterpretation



1.
The period when the biblical record was thoroughly edited to reflect a particular theology



2.
The Exilic experience will become the lens by which most of the Bible is redacted


C.
Life in Exile



1.
Unlike Assyrians, who forced the exiles from the Northern Kingdom of Israel to assimilate, Babylonians allowed exiles to maintain ethnic identity and organize communal life together



2.
On the whole, life in Babylon was quite comfortable—even prosperous—for the exiles from Judah



3. 
In coming to terms with their national disaster and possible lost of identity many hoped for the realization of prophetic promises of full restoration



4.
Remember—recorded texts do not always speak what the majority holds as relevant
II
Ezra and Nehemiah

A.
Part of the Last Section of the Hebrew Bible: The Writings


1.
Includes historical books (Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles), poetic compositions (Psalms, Song of Songs, Lamentations) and Wisdom books (Job, Proverbs, Qoheleth) short stories (Ruth, Esther), and one prophetic or apocalyptic composition (Daniel)


B.
Originally one book (Ezra) until the Middle Ages



1.
In the Greek tradition, they were distinguished as two books from the 3rd century c.e.


2.
In the Latin from the translation of Jerome’s Vulgate in the 4th century c.e.



3.
The point is how much fluidity there was in the  organizing of the material in its earlier stages


C.
Ezra and Nehemiah often regarded as part of the Chronicler’s History



1.
2 Chron 36:22–23﻿﻿ ending is virtually identical with Ezra 1:1–3a﻿ beginning



2.
Numerous points of affinity between the language and idiom of Chronicles and that of Ezra-Nehemiah



3.
Likely Ezra-Nehemiah is an independent composition with much in common with Chronicles, but deals with a distinct period of Jewish history and has its own distinctive concerns


D.
Content of Ezra-Nehemiah



1.
Ezra 1-6: The return of the exiles and the building of the temple



2.
Ezra Memoirs: Ezra 7-10 and Nehemiah 8-9



3.
Nehemiah Memoirs: Nehemiah 1-7, 10-13



4.
Ezra-Nehemiah reports events from three distinct episodes in the 1st century after the Return 

E.
Most controversial issue is the problem of intermarriage (Ezra)



1.
Ezra’s action in expelling the “foreign” women and their children must be understood in the context of a small community that felt itself to be beleaguered and was struggling to maintain its identity



2.
This policy of separatism (firm boundaries between Jew and Gentile) laid the foundation for the preservation of Jewish identity from antiquity to the present



3.
While Ammonites, Moabites, and Edomites have disappeared from history, Ezra preserved the heritage of Judaism



4.
Nonetheless, the treatment of the women and children in Ezra 10 is one of the lower points of the biblical record

III
First and Second Chronicles (the Chronicler)


A.
Composition


1.
Much of the material derive from biblical materials (esp. 2 Samuel and 1–2 Kings)



2.
A particular fondness for lists (some may have derived from old legitimate sources)



3.
Departs considerably from the Deuteronomistic History (Samuel and Kings)



4.
Clearly more interested in the temple cult than in the monarchy


B.
Promotes a view of religion centred on Temple cult and Priestly leadership



1.
Characteristic of Second Temple Judaism 



2. 
Chronicler claims that this view of the cult of Yahweh dated back to the time of David and Solomon and was supported by consistent divine retribution in the history of Judah


C.
Evidence of this agenda 



1.
The following questions will be worked out in Powerpoint presentation



2.
The fact that multiple versions of biblical history were retained affirms that each generation seeks to rethink, re-evaluate, and rewrite history in order to understand it in relation to contemporary interests



3.
The scholarly term for comparing a work that is a rewritten version of another work is Redaction Criticism (The Synoptic Gospels will present further opportunity to utilize this method of inquiry)
IV
THIRD ISAIAH (56-66)


A.
Third Isaiah (56–66)



1.
Some of the oracles are close to those of Second Isaiah in spirit and tone



2.
Chapter 60 is a joyful prediction of the restoration of Jerusalem



3.
Contrast with the vision of the future in the last chapters of Ezekiel is striking
THE DAVIDIC PROMISE

	The Deuteronomist Historian
	The Chronicler

	2 SAMUEL 7:8-17
	1 CHRONICLES 17:7-14

	8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 

9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 

10 And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 
11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 

13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 

14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. 

15 But I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 



16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 

your throne shall be established forever. 
	7 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: 

Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, to be ruler over my people Israel; 

8 and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies before you; and I will make for you a name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 

9 I will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall wear them down no more, as they did formerly,
10 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will subdue all your enemies ¶ Moreover I declare to you that the LORD will build you a house. 

11 When your days are fulfilled to go to be with your ancestors, I will raise up your 

offspring after you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 

12 He shall build a house for me, and I will 

establish his throne forever. 

13 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 

I will not take my steadfast love from him, as I 

took it from him who was before you, 



14 but I will confirm him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and 

his throne shall be established forever. 




There are at least a dozen significant differences between these two versions of the same promise given to king David through a prophet of God. Can you spot them? More importantly, knowing that the Chronicler had the Deuteronomist Historian’s version in front of him and deliberately made these changes, can you explain why he did so? HINT: Theological, sociological and political reasons.



























