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Prophets and Prophecy

Books of the Prophets 

I
Forms and Characteristics of Prophecy


A 
The Institution of Prophecy


1.
Virtually every culture has individuals who were seen as a means of communication with the divine



2.
Mari letters from the 18th cent. B.C.E.



3.
Characteristics noted in Mari prophecy



4.
Ecstatic examples from the Bible



5.
ANE makes little distinction between prophet and priest whereas the Bible difference is more defined



6. 
Divination 

II
The Nature and Function of Israelite Prophecy


A 
The Spokespersons for God


1.
The function of prophecy was pre-eminently one of public religion and rational speech/interpretation



2.
Moses the Archetype within Pentateuchal tradition



3.
Deuteronomistic History(DH)  presents a somewhat different view of prophetic involvement

III
Pre-Classic Prophecy


A 
Shift from Ecstatic


1.
“Sons of Prophets”


B 
Elijah: The major Pre-Classic Prophet


1.
Written as the new Moses


C 
Pre-Classic Prophets Sanctioned Politics
IV
Classic Prophecy

A.
The Prophetic Corpus

B.
The Prophetic Rhetoric


C.
Use of Rhetoric in Amos


1.
Pronouncements



2. 
Free association and puns



3.
Reversal of expectations



4. 
Wisdom tradition literary devices



5.
Striking characterizations excoriating the upper class


D.
Focus of Pronouncements


E. 
Amos the Prophet


F.
Fall of the North


G.
First Isaiah (Jerusalem, 8th cent.)


1.
The School of Isaiah


H.
Jeremiah (Jerusalem, 6th cent.)


1.
Jeremiah reflects an intense spiritual struggle



2.
Jeremiah later


I.
Ezekiel — Prophet of the Exile (6th cent.)


1.
Part of the first deportation (597)



2.
New theology



3.
Use of symbolic terminology and actions


J.
Second Isaiah (Exile, 6th cent.)



1.
Yahweh, not Marduk, controls history

The order of the Prophet’s Appearances: 
Most belong to One of Four critical Periods
	A
The Assyrian Crisis (8th century)

	1.
	Amos
	A Judean who denounced Israel’s upper class exploitation of the poor and prophesied of its national collapse

	2.
	Hosea
	An Israelite who compared Israel’s idolatry to adultery by prophetic word and by his personal life of marriage to the prostitute, Gomer. He also commented on social injustices and emphasized divine hesed (steadfast love).

	3.
	1st Isaiah 
(of Jerusalem)
	(Isa 1-39) Used his associatiion with the royal Davidic family to condemn social impropriety. Counselled Judeans to trust Yahweh to protect Jerusalem against foreign powers.

	4.
	Micah
	Rural villager who comdemns rich landowners and foresaw destruction of Jerusalem temple

	B
The Decline of Assyria and Rise of Babylon (7th and 6th centuries)

	1.
	Zephaniah
	Begins with the divine’s resolve to destroy all life and ends with a repeal of this judgment, likely due to Josiah’s reforms done in his lifetime.

	2.
	Nahum
	Rejoices over the fall of Ninevh and Assyria destruction.

	3.
	Habakkuk
	Facing Babylonian conquest of Judah, he argues for faith in God’s ultimate justice.

	C
The Babylonian Exile and Restoration Promise (6th century)

	1.
	Jeremiah
	Believes that Babylon is God’s instrument of justice to punish Judah for its sins. Envisions a new eternal covenant. He sees little merit in the temple or the Davidic dynasty.

	2.
	Obadiah
	Condemns neighbouring Edom for joining Babylonians in looting Judah.

	3.
	Ezekiel
	Priest and “mystic’ exiled in Babylon who envisioned a glorious restoration of the Judean state and the Jerusalem temple.

	4.
	2nd Isaiah 
(of Babylon)
	(Isa 40-55) Living among Judean exiles during Cyrus’ rise to power, he explicitly advocates strict monotheism and a new “exodus” back to Judah. Includes the famous Servant Songs concerning a future redemption.

	D
After the Exile (6th and 5th centuries)

	1.
	Haggai
	Encourages returned community to rebuild the temple. Seems intent of establishing Davidic descendant, Zerubbabel, as the focus of leadership.

	2.
	Zechariah
	Responsible for series of visions involving the rebuilt temple, the High Priest Joshua, and the Davidic governor Zerubbabel.

	3.
	4th Isaiah 
(of the Return)
	(Isa 56-66)  Clearly a post-exilic prophet who is sharply critical of the imperfectly restored Judah’s religious failures.

	4.
	Joel
	Date is uncertain but terminology, such as apocalyptic interest in the “Day of the LORD” suggests this late period.

	5.
	Malachi
	Anonymous prophet (“my messenger”) promising an unidentified agent to appear and to purify the temple cult. Promises also the return of Elijah.

	6.
	Jonah
	Tale of narrow-minded prophet who resents God’s compassion for non-Jews in sparing the Assyrian city of Nineveh.























