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New Testament Background

I
EARLY Christian Literature

A.
Introduction

B.
Historical Perspective

C.
Background Information


D.
New Testament Books (4 Parts)


E.
Non-Canonical Writings


F.
Questioning the Canonical Process
II
THE GRECO-ROMAN CONTEXT

A.
Introduction

B.
Greco-Roman World

C.
Greco-Roman Population

D.
Greco-Roman Religion and Modern Religions


1.
The Importance of Monotheism


2.
The Importance of One True Religion


3.
The Importance of Constant Devotion


4.
The Importance of Orthodoxy



5.
The Importance of an After Life



6.
The Importance of a Transcendent God



7.
The Importance of a Unique Saviour
III
THE JEWISH CONTEXT

A.
Introduction


1.
Ancient Judaism like other Greco-Roman Religions



2.
Ancient Judaism was also distinct

B.
Judaism was Sectarian Faith (Four Major Groups)


1.
Pharisees 



2. 
Sadducees



3.
Essenes



4. 
Fourth Philosophy (Zealots)

C.
Jewish Apocalypticism



























