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Psalms and Poetry

Books of the Writings

I
Forms and Characteristics of Poetry


A
The Book of Psalms (Hebrew: Tehillim)



1.
Study of the psalms demands that we investigate both form and content:



2.
Psalms often borrow from surrounding cultures:



3.
Psalms is a summary of the Bible itself reflecting all of the major traditions that developed:



4.
Later rabbis emphasized the character of the book of Psalms as a summary of the Bible:



5.
Dedications are later additions:



6.
David’s imprint on the Book of Psalms develops from his rise to power



7.
Technically, the words “psalm,” “song,” or “poem” refer to a literary technique used in any genre


B
Two Major Types of Psalms: Hymns and Laments



1.
Most hymns have two components: a call to worship and a creation story (some have only one)



2.
Laments (most psalms are laments)


C
Minor Type: Royal Psalms (2, 18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 101 and 110)


1.
Classified by their content rather than their literary form


D
Minor Type: Wisdom or Torah Psalms (1, 19, 36, 37, 49, 73, 78, 111, 112, 119, 127-129)


1.
These psalms suggest that the final canonical purpose is meditation on law rather than cultic use


E
The Book of Lamentations (Hebrew: Eikhah which means How?)


1.
According to tradition the city of Jerusalem fell on August 9, 587 B.C.E. 




(Same date and month Rome destroyed the Second Temple in 70 C.E.)



2.
According to traditoon, as well, Jeremiah the prophet wrote it



3.
The first four books are acroustics (each verse begins a different letter of the alphabet in order)



4.
The entire book is built on a metaphor


F
The Song of Solomon (Hebrew: Shir Hashirim)



1.
Has generated much controversy regarding its literary integrity, genre, structure and interpretation



2.
Mishnah Yadaim 3:5 “All the world is not worth the day that the Song of Songs was given to Israel

Psalms and Time of Composition
	B.C.E.
	Period
	Context
	Sub-category
	Psalms

	950-587
	1st Temple
	Davidic monarchy
	Royal psalms
	2, 18, 20, 21, 45, 72, 89, 89, 132, 144

	
	
	Solomonic temple
	Songs of Zion
	46, 48, 76, 87, 122

	
	
	
	Liturgies
	15, 24

	
	
	
	Borrowed Canaanite hymns
	29, 68

	
	
	Nation and land
	Community psalms
	65, 66, 67, 118

	
	
	
	Individual psalms
	7, 12, 23, 30, 40, 41, 51, 61, 140, 141

	
	
	
	Psalms with prophetic oracles
	50, 75, 81, 82, 95

	587-520
	Babylonian Exile
	No monarchy
	Yahweh's kingship
	47, 93-99

	
	
	
	Creation hymns
	19A, 104

	
	
	No temple
	Zion laments
	74, 77, 79, 137

	
	
	No nation
	Community laments
	44, 60, 123, 126

	
	
	
	Individual laments
	13, 17, 22, 31, 35, 42-43, 54, 55, etc.

	
	
	Prophetic
	Salvation history
	78, 105, 107

	520-323?
	2nd Temple
	Theocracy, adaptation of royal and divine kingship psalms
	
	

	
	
	Second temple
	Individual temple songs
	25, 84, 116, 138

	
	
	
	Hymns of praise
	8, 33, 100, 103, 117, 135, 136, 145-150

	
	
	Decline of prophecy
	Wisdom psalms
	1, 36, 37, 49, 73, 111, 112, 127, 128, 129

	
	
	
	Torah psalms
	1, 19B, 119





























