AK3457 Gnosticism

Nov. 4: Thomas Christianity

Read for Today: Pearson ch. 9; Meyer, pp. 779-783; Gospel of Thomas; Book of Thomas.

On-line Resources: scholars Elaine Pagels and Helmut Koester discuss the significance of the Gospel of Thomas at http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/religion/story/thomas.html.

New On-line Resources: listen to NT scholar Mark Goodacre discuss the Gospel of Thomas in one of his podcasts. And read his recent discussion of the disagreements over the discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library.

1. Thomas Christianity

· Layton (and others) claims there was a “School of Thomas” operating in Syria and responsible for Gospel of Thomas, Book of Thomas, and Acts of Thomas
· name “Didymus Judas Thomas” does seem to come from a Syrian milieu and Acts of Thomas is certainly Syrian

2. Gospel of Thomas
· evidence: three Egyptian fragments dated to ca. 150; Coptic MS. ca. 350 CE

· earliest mention is by Origen ca. 233 (title only); also Hippolytus (ca. 235)

· two views of origins:

· GTh sayings are more primitive than the canonical gospels (note log. 89 and 78)

· GTh is a collection of material culled from the Synoptic gospels and other sources

· Nicholas Perrin (Thomas and Tatian [Academia Biblica 5; Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2002] and “NHC II, 2 and the Oxyrhynchus Fragments [P.Oxy 1, 654, 655]: Overlooked Evidence for a Syriac Gospel of Thomas,” VC 58 [2004]: 138-151); Thomas: The Other Gospel (Kentucky: Westminster/John Knox, 2007)

· believes the text to be a Syriac composition and influenced by the Diatessaron of Tatian
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· intermediary position: layers

· Pearson:

1. core sayings from mid-first century Jerusalem; associated with James; apocalyptic (e.g. 11, 16, 68, 82, 111)

2. brought to Edessa late first century; becomes more mystical, ascetic, protological

3. Gos. Thom. As we know it now composed ca. 140

4. brought to Egypt and circulated there in second half of second century

5. translated into Coptic sometime in late third century

· DeConick: a “rolling corpus”:

1. “kernel gospel” ca. 30-50 CE

2. accretions relating to relocation and leadership crises (50-60 CE)

3. accretions relating to Gentiles and early eschatological crises (60-100)

4. other accretions (80-120)

3. Book of Thomas
· composed prior to 350 CE and after the composition of Gospel of Thomas
· two sections: revelation dialogue and eschatological sermon

· two separate texts?

· J.D. Turner: 138, 4-142.21 is a dialogue between Jesus and Thomas called “The Book of Thomas the Contender writing to the Perfect”; 142, 26-145,16 is a collection of Jesus’ sayings gathered into a homily which may have been titled “The Secret words which the savior spoke, and which I , Matthew, wrote down”

· Hans-Martin Schenke: remove the dialogue framework and the text emerges as a platonising, Hellenistic-Jewish wisdom writing

· see something similar in the Christianization of the Letter of Eugnostos into the Sophia of Jesus Christ
· Philo portrays Jacob the patriarch as the Contender (ascetic); perhaps much of the text was originally a pseudepigraphical letter from Jacob, the Contender, to the Perfect

· what Gnostic elements are observable in the text?

